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THI? COMMEIRCIAL.

"~ WINKIPEG MONRY MARKET,

The fourth of February is over, and the
trade broathes moro freoly. A canvass of tho
city shows that payments were mot fully as
woll aud in some cases oven botter than was
expected. Tho closenoss of the last fow weeka
has been in part duse to the gathering up of all
available resources against tho date just past,
and thero should nmow bo an casier fecling.
There have of course been quite a number of
part renewals, but altogether thoro is less
reason to grumblo about the showiug than
somo have imagined. At tho banks monaey is
pleatiful for all legitimate trade requirements,
at steady rates, and with a ateady export move-
ment of products of the country, ond a pro-
portionato influx of cash, the outlook is by no
moans unfavorable. This is the present situa-
tion, and with the export movement bolind to
keop up ot about the present rate for the next
threo months, there is overy reason to take n
cheorful viow of the faturo, and look for a
gradual easing of the finaucial situation.

WINNIPEG WHOLESALE TRADE,

Our market reports are again largely curtail.
ed this week, for onc reason that thersis
nothing new to report in most staple lines.
Tho lumber trade has not commenced to move
yet. Hardware, paints, oils and glass, cte.,
have not begun to awaken from the winter nap.
Leather aund findings trade gives no indication
of a movemont. Drugs and grocerica are
steady and unchanged. The green fruit trade
is very slow, and there is little in the market
except apples and oranges, the former held at
§7 to 88. per barrel fer good stock. Thisis
mostly southern fruit, there being few if any
castern apples obtainable. Fuol is plentiful
and cheap, offerings being large, and ths cold
spells do not hold out long enough to makea
sharp demand. In the dry goods branch a
number of travellers returned last week from
western trips. The general report is that they
had a splendid trade in British Columbia, but
in Manitoba, and in the territories especially,
orders reccived have been decidedly light, and
bolow expectations, A full ruport of the re-
sult of the London fur sales is given below,

RAW FURS.

Full cable reports have been received of the
January fur sales held in London, England.
The Hudson's Bay Company offeced beaver
and musquash only. Beaver sold 10 per cent.
higher, and musquash 3 per cent. higher than
January a year ago. At C. M. Lampson & Co's
sales a full line of furs were offered, prices
going as follows: Beaver 15 per cent. higher
than Jane, 1890. Marten 20 per cent. higher
than in October, 1890. Wolverine same asin
June, 1890. Lynx same as in October, 1890.
White fox 10 per cent. lower than in QOctober,
1890. Skunk 25 per cent. higher than in Octo-
ber, 1890. Wolf 5 per cent. higher than in
October, 1890. Japanese fox 20 per cent.
higher than in October, 1890. Australian
opossum 10 per cent. higher than October, 1890,
Black and brown bear same as in October, 1890,
Gray fox same as in October, 1890. Griuly
bear 10 per cent. lower than in Octoker, 1890,
Muskrat, old spring skins, 25 per cent. higher
than in October, 1890. Muskrat, fresh spring
and early winter, 10 per cent. higher than in
October, 1890. Black muskrat 20 per cent.
higher than in October, 1890. Mink 40 per
cent. than in October, 1890. Skunk 25 per

cent. higher than in October, 1890. Raccoon
74 por cont. highor then in October, 1800.
Opossum 50 per cent. higher than in Octobor,
1800. Hair scals, dry, 10 por cent. higher than
in Qctober, 1890, Salted fur seals —Alaskas,
quality considered, syme as in October, 1890.
N. . Coast 74 per cent. lower than in Octo-
ber, 1890. Lobos Island seals 5 per cont. lower
than in October, 1890, Cape IHorn seals samo
as in July, 1890,

WHOLESALE PRODUCE MARKETS.

WINNIPEG.

WIHRAT

Saturday appears to bo a ‘*boom” day in
wheat. On Saturday, January 24, thero was a
sharp advanco in prices as shown by Tug
CoMMERCIAL report for that weck, Again last
week our roports showed a tharp advance of
2 to 3 cents in leading United States markots
on Saturday, January 31, To-day, (Saturday,
February 7.) the markets have uot closed at
tho timo of writing, but our roports on anothor
page will show how they stand.

On Monday, February 2, the bulge of tho
previous Saturday was held, and a further gain
made in prices. At Chicago May wheat stood
jc over the $ mark, at the close of the market.
Cables were firm on that day, and a decrease
of 560,000 bushols was reported in Liverpool
stocks. The visible supply statement showed
a decrease of 410,021 bushels, which was nearly
one-half smaller than was expected, and caused
some weakaess for a time, On Tuesday thore
was an casier tendency in prices, which were
jc lower. Snow was reported to have fallen
genorally all over the the winter wheat belt,
and thus the plant v.as protected from the cold
dip, which it was expocted would seriously
damage winter wheat. This was tho principal
weakening feature of the day. The amount
of wheat >n passage, as reported by Beer-
bohn on Tuesday, showed au increase of
650,000 bushels, thus making another bear
feature. On  Wednesday  prices wero
again slightly casier at Chicago, though cash
wheat held up woll. The report of snow
throughout the winter wheat country was
somewhat discounted by the-official statement
that the snow had not bcen general, and the
inference would therefore be that winter wheat
had suffered some from the very low tempera-
ture. These were various contradictory stories
ay to the extent of damage done. WWheat in
California was also reported to be suffering
from drought. Bradstreet’s report on Wednes-
day showed n decrease of 1,158,000 bushels in
available stocks of wheat in the United States
and Canada cast of the Rocky Mountains, and
a decrease of 977,000 bushels on the Pacific
coast. Another bull feature was the Russian
ofticial crop report, making the yield last year
195,000,000 bu of 55 pounds each, whichisa
very small crop. ‘These bull features caused
some strength carly in the day, but wires of
rain in California turned prices dowaward,
closing lower. On Thursday there was gen.
eral weakness in United States maikets, under
& big push from the bears, who evidently
thought the top had been reached, and were
selling heavily in most speculative markets.
Liverpool cables were ¢ lower for spot wheat,
and } lower on futures. The decline was con-
tinued on Triday, on reports of less damage
than expected to winter wheat, and favorable

weather. Minaespolis and Duluth recoived
377 cars of wheat on Monday, against 225 cars
a year ago. On Tuesday receipts at *hieso tuo
points were smaller, boing 174 cars, against 173
cars a year ago. On Wednesday these two
points recoived 103 cars, against 221 carsa
year ago, and on Thursday they received 283
cars, against 175 a year ago, The smaller re
ceipts at Minueapolis and Nuluth {s attributed
to the very cold weather which provailed ap to
the middle of the weok, and therefor> <ioes not
indicato a final falling off for the scason in de-
liveries at those points, It is ovident from the
large movement, that the érop of these states
has been considerably unde: :stimated.

In Manitoba the situation was inflyenced by
the rold weather which sct in on Jaouary 31
and continued up to Feb. 4. This decreased
deliveries at country markets, but during the
last three days of tho weok deliveries wore con
siderably iucreaced, Prices showed a con
siderable tendency to advance, and thero were
soveral bulges at some country points. This is
a strong bull market, and the tendency is to
follow any advances in outside markets, Prices
in Manitoba country markets were higher, and
*he average prices in country markets to farm
ers would boe about 65¢ for best samples offer-
ing. Some points wero higher whilea fow were
somowhat below this figure. This firmer
tendoncy, howover, was confined mostly to the
bettor class of wheat marketing, such as could
be classed as milling wheat fiv for storago.
Damaged and feed wheat must becomne slower
sale as the scason advances. A number of
large shippers now refuse to touch this class of
grain, and the prospect is that after a couple of
weeks very few of the buyers will care te
handle wheat which could not be safe for
storage. It would take a considerable time to
get this grain out of the country, and after the
first of March it will be so risky to handle that
buyers will not care to touchit. Stocksin
store at Fort Williain increase slowly, the last
stateinent showing o total in store of 474,984,
being an increase for the week of 29,338 bushels.
Cars were obtainable more readily in some in
stances la%t weck. Rumors of a threatened
strike on the castern division of the Canadian
Pacific caused intense alarm among grain men
on Friday last, but telegrams on Saturday
morping gave the assurance tha, an amicable
arrangement had been made between the con
pany and the men. A strike at the present
time would paralyze the country and causca
daily loss of thousands of dollars to the trade

here. Tt would have come ata most critivsl
time in the movement of the crop.
FLOUR.
A firmer tendency is noted, but it
had not developed into an advance

up to the time of closing our report.
Quotacions in jobbing lots to the lowl
trode, per 100 pounds are as follows
Patents, $250; strong bakers', $2.30; 2ul
bakers, §2.00 : XXXX, 81 35; superfine, $1.15;
middlings, $2.50 ; graham flour, §2 30; cracked
wheat, §2.30 ; buckwheat flour, $3.75.
MILLSTUFFS.

In the Winnipeg market tho price is tirm
and unchanged, at §12 for bran and Si4 for
shorts per ton.

MEALS, OIL CAKE, ETC.

Oatmeal is firm. Prices are :—0il cahe
in bags,§21 a ton ; oil cake meal in, ton lots,
$26.50 ; in carlots f. 0. b. §23 ; Oatmeal, stand
ard, $2.60 ; pranulated, $2.70 per 100 pounds :
rolled cats, $2.70 per sack of 80 pounds ; Corn-
meal is held at $1.85 por 100 1bs. Pot barey,
$2.65 per 100 1bs,  Pearl barley, §3.00.



