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"lThon there came a shade,, littho Panl>'; iuto
Our E ]on thon. camne a serpent mmn, handmeme s
Bk. Michael, evîl as Lucifer."

"One dey ho robbed me cf w>' Joy&."
"Fer a vitle 1 dld net mina, My' leant vas

atunnd, but tic d&y, grew voar>' vien. tho>' dia
Det cerne and 1 10030d t* heur tIe musical laughtor

,of w>' baby-girlt teme the ualt cf ber brlgiit bal; lu
the sunlght and ta foui bier lgit, amooth lipe
agiait. mn> cheek. At daak, la the inolancboly
time whea the. dylilah grova ali and the. lampe-
ora lighted, I iled the etatut>' wommu.olad lu pale
Uine, vho uted Wo cernt tt bohur frein the gar-

,den, bringing a bouquet of rom fer w>' study
table."

Il Aler thi. I do not reniember, lttoe Penly', I
,do net remembor 1"

The aid mau'a warde coon beame au unittlllg-
ibis jargon. Stupufied vitI e rlnk and fatigue, his
b.ad drcoped until iL haed touohed the littie kîtten,

'ial darte ava>' auddauty, overt.urnlng the candlI
sud extlngnh'hling IL.

The aid rman alepL.
The moolgît cameo lu a broad, offulgent bar cf

lght luto the roern, touchlng the. àleep[ng figure nt
tii. table vitI a dovu>' radiance. Outaide the
uueow.olad houles cf the- village 1&a3 mittea vitI
moontlgit. lu tbe windeva reddish lamps gîoamed

-everyvwiiore, and frein the doora oomd the villager.,
walklag quletl' lru LIe direoflloa of the ohurcl

vIa.. taed rfiadows giowed vith mellov, mult.
celored light. Suddenly tiie chine for miduigît
Maua rang out clearî>' ln tii. froat>' air. Whou
tioe oa aetied the soit puat cf au ergan. came troim

the churci, and thon ail vas itent ln Lhe blete cf
'the village vhore the. ahidren ilept, dreaming cf tIe
-Christ-chlld.

Serne ime alter tIi.. incident cf the. bar-rocin
Labergewh v arul> received a letter, vwa murpramed
en paamlng the village Pott office W o b aled b>' the.
pomtmaater, a thin, pox-mmrked littlI mna As broya
sud vixzouud an tiie rind cf a buatturnut.

éLook bers Lsberge," nid the. lîttie czar o
qetterdom vith immense diguit>'. "'There abeen
momethIig for yen iying about hure tvo er tIrs.

-daya; you had butter came lu sud taire iL.»
Papin eutered meeki>', making ne remark viiat-

-ever. Re Wa a voll-bred metiiod cf iiumiliatlng
-Ibeme vio affect.d mupariorlt>' or contempt, for bis

mimerable condition cf l!.. IL vwu uesrly always
-effective, As now, viien the lttle poatmaater iianded
-lim, a lotter viLli marked condemconaon. -Pepin
'tisked hlm galîsut>'.

TIers vwu uted near the. vood-mtove a habitant,
-viLli a great cap cf vouai for and coat cf gray' home-

*puu, tied in the centre witI a samI cf raed yol.
fHim fout vas enued in ponderou beof-akin, mocea-

msins or caultes dé bosauf. Re vus blowlng vhlifa et
'native Lobacco amoke tieglout thé immli reom.

%1e. wood.mtove witI ia open drauglita kapt uý>
-a coele. rcarlng acund of- a muiei Niagara.

Papin, teck a chair uext tii. hâaitant and iL.
tenspted Wo Loir open the. unvelope cf is lottet*

Is hande venu palsied vith diampation go ho hans-
eil iL tol the. lbitaüt, vho vu cuttlug tobacco et the

mmant and vie silent>' tock the. latter sudâù ait 
open vith is knife.

White Laberge rad the lutt«er Liii uncd;
omillation of bis,iiead sud -bcdy vau enpmi"ed onU.

tiie half.frosted vludov pane. bahiud, him. .
When, ho lad mtruggled thiongh iLs contenta le

Iooked np and addressiug Clu posLmaiter vIe wum
bnmled vriting at Lbe little violet, sald :

"M:onsieur,' did jeu recoive au>' othor lottera for
mol"

"aYus, mon ami, fout or five; Lafiamme took
tiem Wo you, did lie not 1»

"tBien, no; but I suppose ho keopm thein for-
me" .1 . -

Tii. soud cf footiae lc tiie auow ontaide
interrcpted thit repfzWee In a moment. Lafiamme

himas ifl eutored sud prooe.ded imm9disiteI 7 ta
the violet..1

I a0O joli anythtag Lo.day for L'iborge TI sala
ho. T 'ien, -ion n'u latuonr," taokiod rupin trem
bobina tho sLave.

Lidlsnme turnod quichl', and vlan bis nye.
met tiioso et the old man, ho colourod aligît>'
Althougi a imita va. on hi& lips.

You bave cmugbt tIc fox At last," sad le.
"Indeod I havo asught hlm t"

"Woll, voit IL vwu &Il for tii. beat."
WhbaL do je moan V,

"I bave boue. arranging a voddlng for jeu, I
bavo hoeni l ague wlth Hlymen As it voe."

leWbo vould mari>' me, jeu foolisb follow."
"lAn angol parbape, perhapu a mmcvw."

Paopie suddenîy becarno murlous.
"WoIl, vl, eald ho confusedb>'.

"Courage V" laid lammo, wlth a mort>' air.
"ILla courage indeed thatI li noed, for accordlng

ta tbim letter w>' aflianoud arrives to-day." Laflammo
lu tu boosmo serions. "lThon aIe muet be hore
nov ; Lb. train trom Moentroai bu paaud the village
au boni &go."

The reparte. vu lnterrupt*d b>' tiie mound-
(goutter .ound fermooth) of fset on tiie svard. The
door vin opetiod nervoualy and a pretty, young girl
ent.red. She viacladilua daiet>'garment trimmed
witI aiieap fur. Hen face vu pale us the enow

outelde the. vindova.
IlMonsieur Ié maitre di peste!" said ahe, gmuing

fnto tii. vboket le a liunted fashion.
"The smre."
teDo yen knov of a perion living ln the village

called Papin Liberge 1"
IlHIo in at proeut lu the roorn, mademoiselle."
Papin had aieu aite mention et lis Dame and

tusrnod towa-c the yourzg lady vho, vitha uc notiaing
hlm, vEnt ta Laflamme. The latter rnotioned Pépin
ta b. a.ated snd touabod lm isbt gracefull>' ta the
girl.

Hsr face grev still pater. Witii quiverlng lipa
mii. laid:

osAha, moniteur, pardon me; I faut, mo hold, no
contemptldb-butvln eu h aie hourd >' aloi-y
I amn sure jeu will b. charitable."

Lafamme meemed deujil> moveci.
H. aould not have aveu druamed that a perion

coara anougli tc insert à matrimonial ad va.tizement;
lu a nevupaper could ho se beautlful, no modect snd
appareut>' me veIll.hnd u tîla girl vas. Sincs tiie
incident cf Le Loup bu liadt broken, lvi> frein old
ssociations, hadt becorne recenoiled tW religion aud
lu a moment ef repentance bai told Lb. Abbé iang.
lois tiie aLan' cf lia jeot The good Curé to lis sur-
prise took kindI>' La the jeat sud euconraged IL b.-
cause, h. id, rupultive tbongb tiie ide& et anal a
marriage vasý, IL mîgît ho the ineans cf remcning
Laborge. Hia finaL inspiration wus W ropair to the
louas of Lb. good priat.

"4Tale w>' atm, mademoiselle," maid lie. II'ad we
-vili go te tiei.re's."

Ovér lia abouider lie motioued Papin ta foliov,
sud se thse trio vsuliied, the littie poatmaster sud
Lb. aitent habitant exabanged glance. of vonderameut,

Ont into tiie street tii.> vont Tiie day vu
gray' sud _hurnd. The itmompiire iitd t-bat crjatal-

'lino clarity of the. humid day. Opposite Lb. PotL
office vwu one of tiiose vooden vayaide zmume of
tii. Prec nadfisu villge, vith Lbe moint snew

iniingiug te iL. The. lime-w&&W~ cottage. &long thre
street vote gnaint with the. acditional whitonesa cf
-Lb. ancv eîveryviiers. Oui>' th. Linkl. of a ali.i
,hall broke the. ZeiL atillnem The tueuntain, at

viose base th. vgll.ppe.ted, with iLs great blotole.
of vitLe sud black, ita nm*eo meple. sud it, ainisten
plue., omed W bc frovnlg 11k. a luman thiug.
The. trie paamed th. little mtncahurci, withiie tL in
tover sud vestior-vaco, sud -entered the Dnt pre--
byW#r. Net a vo.rd vwu spoken until thoy *ere.
sated ln the. ce.>' parler of th. prab3,:erc viere a

glariug fin et pine buned.
Tii. Curé Langîcia, a Lall, tii man, viLl a kindi>'

vise grseted ils viaitorscordislly. He aaw a&U at
a glanes. Lfamnie apoke first.

IlMademoiselle," iad hie, Il i il b. ncommar>
tu m6ko au explanation to jou, but first lte hear
jour &tory'."

Il Ab, Montiour le curé, and YeD, monsieur,
badl 1 known it would &Il hzve houa au dr.ad-
fui I would have suffered deat 1 by atarvation
rather than tis humiliation. MIy viiole 11f. bu
beu a strange dreain. WVhou a chlld w>' mether
gave me to an Oiphanage ln Paria. I do flot rm
nie mier bier. At the. age of fourtou I was adnpted
b>' a ohildieu couple who loft me ponnleu. 1 lad
net boon traiued to laber, 1 knew nothlng of the
wcrld. I came to Canada as compaulon to a lady
wbo diod at mess Arriving bore penui tomand witb

ne means of a livethhocd, I wua on the verge of des.
pair. The ponr people vith vhom I lived advlaed
me to put that dreadful advertisment lu the neya.
paper. That la &Il."

Huere mih. hurst inu tests. "lO monaieur," ah-
séide 46I amn veak vlth chame and I wlmh thàt
were dead Il'

"lHave you nothing bolonglug to jour motiier
by whlch the rnlght bo idantlfied 1" auggemted the
Abbe Langlois, with a lgbt quiver iu his vola.

41Ha v did yon thick cf lt, Pnoa pere P" aho
aumwerud quickl. IlI have a looket vith a t1cy
daguerrotypu of hier." Hure aii. put her handinto
thie bomoru of ber dreas and brought forth a Uin> gold
leoket.

Wlien miie opened it Papin vas looking over lier
shoulder. The raddinema had loft bia facoe entirol>'.
Hie ujes vête starting Lrnni hls hemd.

Wvitiicnrius bro.quaon ho culed:
IlMon Dàeu, little girl yen ame w> daugh±er.

That vcmin on th. locliet vas onued my vife. SI.
vent saa> frai» me yemra &go &ad tock you wiLli
ber. I cannot tell you vhyI' 

la a moment ho vas upon bis kneee, klmaing the
pale bande of tiie girl.

Lafiamme approached ber and nid ln a lugubri-
oui toue cf 'veice:

ilMadamoiaelle ho la Papin Laberge. W. have
been *o"in 1"

"Yeo, my chuld," lid the curé, "lBut it vas a
ject of God i"

Borne time .ftW thia Lakfiamme and Madain.
oiselle Lmag vers mrniled, by the Curé Langlois of
St. Pyx, and nov the good priat vlio liu grown
feuhie ln the aacred miniatry, finds hi& happiest
moments ln tiie compan>' cf grandfati Laberge,
the. God-fearin3g and tempurate vetermn surronnded
sa lie aiays ia b>' bis daughter'a beautiftl childrou.

Jos. NÉvn Doxzi.

To St. Nichola., Wo Krias Kringle, to Sauta Claus
lia~ îmcceýded My Lady Bountifal. The. buainesa
Ohriîtmaa mmn la a perlcd cf celebration lu lmr
honor. Wlien the mhop people know it in tlime for
ber omng the>' procure evergruons and faucy lighta
ln ahundauce and set thoir place. in a blaze cf glor>'
and deck tliom lu vzeatiis cf heut>'. Spain monda
ita choicemt ralau for lier; Alamka tend& iti riches%

ln The liveryman drives to ber dor-be aura
his. cab la cosy. She vwras hersIt about lu fuis.
Sbe pastel dovn the etreet and kuova the jubilation
la for lier. Âliundrod eager gentlemen stand ýmedy

ta, lit Cthe latoh cf their doora that &ho rnay enter.
She carriea everyvhere a goldàn inatrurnent cf iiùgo
within a lentiier covering. The oov.er pena snd the

metai claapm click asitclomem &ain. But a grMd a>
bua eaaped and smreone afar off feula the mudden

ttxrlll cf anu nknovn je>' apprcaching. Prom that
purse a tbouamd Pair>' Graudmotliea fly Wo comnfort a
thonsand (Jinderellu. My Lady l bout upon inak.
ing the venld happy, and though it laît'bnt a day

"lhe vil have her va>' about it. Wbat multitudes
cf prcpriotorm, forernen, clerks, arn there'valting to
do ber biddlug and give affect të lier deairm Go Wo
tliy cet, Tommy, aud lop aound; leave tii> books,
frail atudeut sud Lb>' midaiglit lamp ; let fait jour
hammer1a, je vho labor lu tli3 cit>; je viiome home.
are elaevhere, se je mima net the train ; t=r out

tlb. liglitsand drav the blinde, je miiopmen, My
Lady viior je serve bus Dot forgotten yen; put np
tiiy hors. My Ladym coaahman, thon vii. vert -the.
lut in lber mabeme cf providence but -the firit Wo
knýow its acamplUaiment Out light*f 1 Dcvii
noise Ile,, mort .aleep corne sud. gunt>' falling
inow. T-o-Morrcv l fii hvorldm hiappy day. My
lady BounWafl bum breuglit home ber gifta.


