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bed and board, and did not entitie either spouse tc, iarr%> again
iu the lifetime of the other.

.This view of the indissoluble elaracter of marriage wua based
on two groundu - (1) the express deelaoetion of oui- Saviour
Hîmmeif, thst tlhey whom God lied joined nio mani should put
asunder, and '2) on the sacramiental çharaoter of the, marriage
contract, as hpld by more bodies of Chlristians.

At the great upheaval of the Reforrnation, nierriage, with
every other religions question, came into controversy, and the
sacramnental chsmreter of marriage was conteeted. Thoue who
professed to base themselvu~ on scripture being the advoeates,
in this particular, for disregarding the words of acripture anid
the teaching of C-hrist Himself, and being foremost advojates for
granting divorces for causes even more frivolous 'than -any
American legisiature has -as yet favoured. This lai view re-
e3rding matrirnony which has corne down to us from tha Puri-
tthns of the 17th century stili largely prevails ainong those who
-have inherited their religious principles.

TIhe difference ef opinion as te the sacramental eharacter
of iuetrimony, if the truth were known, was probably }argely
due to the fact that neither party. t-o the conrtr-oversy understood
how it came to pass that niatrimony had corne to be ealled a
"4acrament," or ini wha't the sacrament of xnstrirnony really
consisted.

The word "sacrarnent" as cveryone knowa la not a scriptural
term. Noue of the'ordinanees of religion are called '"sacra-
meuts" in the New Testament. H3ow. then, did it corne to Pau
that the word " sacrament " was applied to matrimony, etc.?1 The
word froni which sacrament is derived seems 'Vo furniali a very
plain and easy solution, sacramention was the Roman soldiers'
oath o! fidelity, and it la easy to, see tha-t in the mutueal promises
of fldelity which 'the marriage contract expressly or impliedly
involves we have the sacramenituni: Now, this promise accord-
ing to the word of Christ Himef involved a Iifelong obligation,
and was irrevocable. Tc violate it was net to violate an'ordin-
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