“Rome; and"is forced to take a'hurried:1

: lm enemles ‘to confusr

lee .Dmma. A - s

The play opens W h the ﬁrst appe'n'ance of - young Gracchus in pub-
hchfe t6 defend ‘Véttiug'his brother’s friend; who is accused by the  pa-
‘tricians.  The tragical end of his brother's career ; the deep. seclusion in
which, he has nursed his- hopes of:vengeance and - of freedom ;" give an

intérest to his sudden start into action, and make him the chief object - -

"of thée people’s hiopes. " He succeefis\  Vettius is acquitted ‘on his plain
. and manly appeal ; and he'is marked out for“popu!anty, mgmutude, and
j grave., Cornelia immediately sees the, fate of her Son, but rejou.es in
the virtue which must undo’ lum,’ dea \J'durs t0’su stmn the smkmg ‘
“spirits‘of his wife Lucinid erfirmneéss ‘i§ soon, ut‘to a severe trial,
" for he is taken'by’ ‘Opitnius as’his quéstor. der

“of which heé has pnssed s life. IIe’éérvcs his’
“before’ he is ‘expected, . returns to R
lus enemxes, and'for his sudden’return ‘cned before the'e

. 'Opimias'the consul; br'we in hig absctice] is m'leg an’ mrangue against
“him, he’ nppcars, and h'wmg by a sxmple‘stqtement of his Setvices put
s;avows himself car didate ‘for, the office’of Tri-
] ted’; and: Cotnelia’ thus’ expresscs her minglé Joyand
¢ the news=—

«'7¢ would ‘come-to th
e I kncw that ji it “ould come. to’ tlns, Lucmlus'

_Which'are afraid of tears= thnt come to me
~As’old ; ncqlmnmnce. A Tdid reur m) C Doy
Companions for the 'gods ;* “hy wonder
« 1+ 11 they. willgo to them. ere Gther men 1
::Many, atime as they ‘have stood before me,
-1 8delt’ thmgs as mothers. seldom look'upon, i
And'T Tave secm’d 'to féed on thém 1 thh my

Calus enters with the: ﬂush of ‘triumphyin his’ cheek,- ‘whigh « Inghts
lnm up as he did feel a god,”:but which his mother shudders at'while'she.
" “anticipates’ the. time When she shall look upon that. clieekand think up-
“on thnt flush.: Luclnn, his* wife,  triés to'go ap to him’arid wish him j joy,
‘but ‘is overcome by her_ feelings;“and faints:invhis‘arins. *The Senate
mow.find it riecessary. to'work’ dxrect)y Ffor his ruiri; and Opimius is em-
‘ployed-to cajolé Livius' Drusus,, hig: collengue,kto supplant-him in the

‘affections’ of the:: people. :The scene: in‘which: the Consul flatters this’

‘good’easy man into-a great’opinion/of himself,. and+an’ entire subger-

- *Viedee ‘to* the wisles* of theSenate, -is-one of the bestvin the play,'

thouglt being’ very -madequately sperformed;’ t,produced no" effecton
sthe' st'xge. >1<rom thisiinterview;’ the' ready ‘dupe’goes 1o the mstrum,
- proposes to'exceed thé. plans’ ofGracchus for- thé'welfare of the-poorito

"~'the Senate’s own -instance;+and; steals-the-voices'of the pitiful crowd,

* ‘Gracehus sees the design;*and "challenges ‘him-as, the dape-of the sen=
‘ate ¢+ -a‘most: ammated scene: ensues;in-which’ ‘Gracchus callston’his 1=
val to speak out, upbnmds him for his neachcry, und on lus ussertmg




