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establish themselves in position. In every case the assaults failed completely.
Large numbers were mown down by our artillery. Men were seen falling and
others scattering and running back to their own lines. Many who reached the
gas cloud could not make their way through it, and in all probability a great
number of the wounded perished from the fumes.
. Itisto that extent, from a military standpoint, a sign of weakness. Another
sign of weakness is the adoption of illegal methods of fighting, such as spreading
isonous gas. It is a confession by the Germans that they have lost their
ormer great superiority in artillery and are, in any cost, seeking another
technical advantage over their enemy as a substitute.

Nevertheless, this spirit, this determination on the part of our enemies to
stick at nothing must not be underestimated. Though it may not pay the
Germans in the long run, it renders it all the more obvious that they are a foe
that can be overcome only by the force of overwhelming numbers of men and
guns. ‘

Further to the east a similar attack was made about 7 P.M. which seems l
to have been attended with even less success, and the assaulting infantry was ¢
at once beaten back by our artillery fire.

It was not long before all our trenches were reoccupied and the whole line
re-established in its original position. The attack on the French met with the (
same result.

The Eyewitness then relates incidents showing the steadiness of the Indian
troops, who, he says, ‘““‘advanced under a murderous fire, their war cry swelling
louder and louder above the din.”

Prisoners captured in the recent fighting, the narrative continues, stated
that one German corps lost 80 per cent. of its men in the first week; that the
losses from our artillery fire, even during days when no attacks were taking
place, had been very heavy and that many of their own men had suffered from
the effects of the gas.

The writer concludes as follows:— |

In regard to the recent fighting on our left, the German offensive, effected
in the first instance by surprise, resulted in a considerable gain of ground for
the enemy. Between all the earlier German efforts, the only difference was
that on this latest occasion the attempt was carried out with the aid of
poisonous gases. |
There is no reason why we should not expect similar tactics in the future. |
They do not mean that the Allies have lost the initiative in the Western theatre, |
nor that they are likely to lose it. They do mean, however, and the fact has !
been repeatedly pointed out, that the enemy’s defensive is an active one, that
his confidence is still unshaken and that he still is able to strike in some strength
where he sees the chance or where mere local advantage can be secured.
The true idea of the meaning of the operations of the Allies can be gained
only by bearing in mind that it is their primary object to bring about
the exhaustion of the ener:g"s resources in men.
In the form now assumed by this struggle-—a war of attrition—the Germans
are bound ultimately to lose, and it is the consciousness of this fact that inspires
their present policy. This is to achieve as early as possible some success of |
sufficient magnitude to influence the neutrals, to discourage the Allies, to make {
them weary of the struggle and to induce the belief among the le ignorant
of war that nothing has been gained by the past efforts of the Allies because |
the Germans have not yet been driven back. It is being undertaken with a
political rather than a strategical object. ‘
The official British Eyewitness, under date of May 11, 1915, gives an account |
of the German attempts on the previous Saturday and Sunday to break the {
|




