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strength, and there being no moors near by to range
over, he took to the water instead, spending as
much of his free time as possible with the sailor-
men, who had such marvellous yarns to spin, climb-
ing up and down the rigging of brigs and barques
and ships, and now and then getting a short trip
about the Firth of Forth when his uncle permitted.
Thus he became filled with a passion for the sea
that was at its height when the proposed Darien
enterprise set Scotland afire, and down in his
heart Donalblane determined that he would do
his very best to join the brave band of adventurers

into the wonderful New World.




