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the ends saddled to receive the notched ends of
the next pair of logs to be laid on the saddles
prepared for them. The ends of the last pair
were then saddled as with the first pair, and so on,
till the height of the walls was reached. On the
ends of the building walls sloped logs were laid,
and fastened to those below them by wedges or
pins, as proved most convenient to the builder;
on the apex of this slope was laid the ridge-beam
or beams, there being sometimes two, the height
of which above the side-walls determined the
slope of the roof. In the walls, as they rose, were
left openings for the door and window, or
windows, which were dressed to measure, and
squared after the walls were finished. The door
was made of slabs ; it might be split from suitable
logs, or, if possible, whip-sawed from the same.
Very often the door was mounted on wooden
pin-hinges, made on the spot, as household hard-
ware was not much dealt in in the earlier years of
the territorial settlements. Glass was often scarce,
and other means of admitting light through the
windows had to be substituted. Sometimes
untanned deer-hide, from which the hair had
been removed, was used ; this was translucent
to a limited degree, but not by any means
transparent, Sometimes a bit of white cotton
canvas was used, and sometimes empty white
glass bottles or pickle jars were placed on end
on the window-sill, and the interstices between




