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had been sold out without any compensation, and the
indignation in the service was universal. But this }
injustice was avoided by another unexpected move ‘
in the game. ‘
While financiers were dickering for Hudson’s Bay |
stock, Canadian politicians brought about confede- |
ration of all the Canadian colonies in 1867, and a
clause had been introduced in the British North !
America Act that it should “be lawful to admit
Rupert’s Land and the Northwest Territories into a
the Union.” The Hon. William McDougall had
introduced resolutions in the Canadian House pray- I
ing that Rupert’s Land be united in the Confedera- |
tion. With this end in view, Sir George Cartier and |
Mr. McDougall proceeded to England to negotiate
with the Company. In October, 1869, the new Hud-
son’s Bay Company relinquished all charter and ex-
clusive rights to the Dominion. The Dominion in
turn paid over to the Company £300,000; granted it
one-twentieth of the arable land in its territory, and
ceded to it rights to the land on which its forts were
built. From the £300,000, paid by Canada, £157,055
were set aside to buy out the rights of the wintering
partners. How valuable one-twentieth of the arable
land was to prove, the Company, itself, did not
realize till recent days, and what wealth it gained
from the cession of land where its forts stood, may be
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