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by the Sovereign Pontiff and a petition was accord-
ingly sent to Rome. Urban VIII graciously granted
the holy man permission to officiate at the altar again,
remarking, at the same time, that a martyr of Christ
should not be prevented from drinking the Blood of
Christ—Indignum esset martyrem Christi non bibere
sanguinem Christi.

While a six inonths’ sojourn in France had had
a salutary effect on the health of Father Jogues, it
had also given him new courage and spurred him
on to further sacrifices. The foretaste of martyr-
dom which he had received among the Iroquois had
inspired this athlete of the Cross with a desire to
drink deeper of the bitter cup; but he knew that he
could not quench this thirst in his native land. The
| lure of the Canadian missions had seized the in-
r, trepid missionary again; he was ready to face an-
' other voyage across the Atlantic to reach them. In
! the spring of 1644 he sailed from La Rochelle for
t the land “where the fragrance of his virtues refreshed
| and comforted all those who had the
happiness of knowing and convers-
ing with him.”

Montreal, then in the second year of its existence,
! was the first scene of his ministry after his return
| from France. Sieur Chomedey de Maisonneuve was
the guiding genius of the little colony begun under
i the auspices of Mary at the foot of Mount Royal,
| and Jogues lent his aid to the founder to strengthen
the souls of those brave pioneers whose communal
| life recalled the fervor and simplicity of the prim-
‘ itive Christian Church.

He comes back
to Canada
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