INTRODUCTION.

which an enduring civilization can rest, and are
better entitled to the name and fame of empire-
builders than some who\ have claimed the credit

without doing the work. 1f it be true that heisa

benefactor of his race who makes two”blades of
grass grow where one grew before, much more is

"he a benefactor whosé spiritual husbandry trans-

forms a savage into a citizen—a pagan into a saint.

A conflict like that in which Thomas Crosby
spent his life was no mere holiday parade. * It was
a grapple to the death with the powers of evil, in
which no quarter was asked or given. He gave his
life for the redemption of a people for whose
sotls no man cared, and fought—sometimes almost
smgle-handed——a life-long battle against superstn-
tion, immorality, and godlessness of every ‘kind.
No marvel, therefore, if he incurred the bitter
enmity of the witch-doctor, the whiskey-trader, and
the libertine, and by “lewd fellows of the baser
sort” was the best-hated man in British Columbia.
But he has his reward. Q the converting grace
of God -some bitter foes Were transformed into
ardent friends; and as he searched /society’s rub-
bish-heaps for lost jewels, here and there he found
a pearl of great price that more than compensated
for all his toil. Many will join in the prayer that
years of useful service may still be his, and that his
declining years may be brightened by further dis-
plays of saving power among the Red Men of the
Pacific Coast.
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