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ktitude. There were, besides, some other

ciroamstances, which served to distinguish

this winter from afny precediag one we had

passed in the ice. One of the most re-

narkable of these was the frequent occur-

rence of hard, well-defined ckuds, a feature

we had hitherto considered as almost un-

known in the winter sky of the polar re-

gions. It is not improbable, that these may
have, in part, owed their origin to a large

extent of sea keeping open to the souths

eastward throughout the winter, though

they not only occurred with the wind from

that quarter, but also with the colder wea-

ther, usually accompanying north-westerly

breez-es. About the time of the sun's re-

appearance, and for a week or two after it,

these clouds were not more a subject of

admiration to us on account of their novelty,

than from the glowing richness of the tints

with which they were adorned. It is, in-

deed, scarcely possible for nature, in any

climate, to produce a sky exhibiting greater

splendour and richness of colouring than

we at times experienced in the course of
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