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impoficions of the native merchants, and of impreflling them with an Idea of the fuperi-

ority of your merchandife, &c. &c. The tide of fancy of thofe people may be turned

;

the ficklenefs of their difpofition is well known to you, as well as your ingenuity to us in

combating thofe difficulties. On the fall of the year we wifli all the fmall craft to be laid

up at the faftory, which you will name Fort Pitt.

You will invert Mr. R. Duffin with the fuperintendance of this ftation, and ftrenuoufljr

recommend him to keep good order and harmony therein ; to build ftorehoufes for the

reception of the tackle and furniture of the ftiipping that you may order to be laid up

;

and, above all, to recommend to him to ufe every precaution againft the fcurvy, by exer-

cife and the unremitting ufe of the dccoftion of pine tops.

You will, in the winter feafon, fend what veflels you judge proper to the Sandwich

Iflands for provifions, &c. In their return, we ima^ne that fome of the natives of thofe

ifles, both men and women, may be embarked and tranfplanted to America, and made

ufeful in our employ; this muft be done with their own confents, and with every precau>

tion with regard to their health as well as happinefs.

We defire the Argonaut may be returned to China the end of this feafon with the furs.

You will deliver her to Captain William Douglafs, and receive from him the Iphigenia and

America, ftiifting the crews, &c. &c. You will alfo receive his furplus trade, and all

otl tr ftores of that nature, and in return fupply him with refreflimcnts to carry him to the

iflands, where he ran procure a fupply.

The furs you fend to China, we defire may be well cleaned, and otherwife dreffed,

claflTed, and put into chefts; famples of each quality muft be put into a feparate box ;

every fkin, piece, and tail, muft be numbered, and a regifter kept of the whole, and tranf-

mitted to us, with your other difpatches, by Captain Douglas : in thefe you will be very

particular in advifing us of all articles wanted for the year 1790.

We recommend to your attention the ftate of the markets in China; the vaft difference

between good and bad fltins, as a guidance to your purchafes on the coaft; as 100 prime

ikins are moft affuredly worth 500 bad, independent of leflening the value of your articles

of commerce. All colleftions of furs, to the lateft period, you will fend home in the

Argonaut.

Sea-otters tails and feai 'kins now become an objeft, from the price they bear.—It will

be entirely needlefs to direft you in the purchafes of furs, where you are fo well ac-

quainted; this we leave entirely to yourfelf; but we cannot avoid reminding you, and

to defire a ftridt attention is paid, that no illicit commerce is carried on by any perfons

in our employ: on any circumftances of this kind, the offenders may depend on our

exacting, in the ftrifteft manner, the penalties which a breach of articles may incur. The

pay of officers of every defcription is extremely liberal; and we fliallefteem it the duty

of every individual to make known fuch circumftances of illicit commerce as may come

within their knowledge, as in our eyes it is equally criminal, and Ihews a great negleA

' .
' > of


