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draining off the Land, even that might have been expef^ed,

and would have been no more than what is found in the Dal-

tick, and on the Weft Coafts oiJfrica, after the rainy Months.
In die laft Place it may be proper to remark, that tho' the Tide
of Flood coming from the Weft, would have been a direft

and abfolute Proof of it's being a PafTage to another Sea, yet a

Flood from the Eaft, is by no means fuch an abfolute and direft

Proof to the contrary, becaufe it is well known, that in the

Straits of Magellan, the^ Tides from tlie two Oceans meet

one another; and there is goodReafonto believe, that when-
ever a Difcovery is made of a North Weft Paflage, the like

^vill alfo be Ifound there.

As we were now fo near the Wager, and being abfolutely

tertam the main Tide in the Welcome came from the North,

the Captains were both of Opinion that it was incumbent upon

them to determine what might be found there, confidering the

warm Difpute there had been about it, between Jrthur Dobbs,

Elq; and Gapt. Middleton ; and the great Expectations which

this Difpute hadraifed in the World, as well as the near Relati-

on that it had to the prelent Expedition; fothrit the neglefting

it might have been looked upon as an iaexcufable Omiffion,

and the World have been ftill left in fufpence, whether it was
a Strait as the former of thofe Gentlemen, from various, very

probable Reafons, had concluded it to be ; or a frefti Water
River, as it was aflerted to be bj^.the Captain.

But notwithftanding thefe prefling Reafons, and the ftrong

Inclination every body fhewed for fettling this Point, it was
the 29th of the Montli, before we entered this Place.

Wager-Strait, as it was then called, lies in the La-
titude of 6s^**. 33'. North, and in the Longitude of 88«». 00'.

Weft from London, having on the North Side of it's Entrance

Cape Montague, and on the South Cape Dobbs. The nar-

joweft Part of it is about five Iweagues to the Weftward of

dhe laft mentioned Cape, where it is about five miles over,

Qr fcarce fo much, there the Tide runs like a Sluice : So

that it may be affirmed with certainty, that at Spring- Tides it

funs at the Rate of eight or nine Miles an Hour. While our

Ships were in this Phce, we had very little Command of them,

tbe Current being fo rapid, that tlie California was carried four

or five Times round, notwithftanding the utmoft Endeavours

were ufed by thofe aboard her to prevent it. To fay the

Truth, there could not be a more furprizing Speftacle, than

to fee how the Water raged, foamed, boiled and whirled

alrout as if it had been a great Torrent, broken by mjwy
RockS; all which Appeaianccs liowevei' feem to have no other

Caufe


