
6

tioii. as the pnssiliility i>t' Uriiijriii^' water froni Little River to the

Citv was (loul)tt'(l l)V many wurtliv eitizens, ami stouilv denied

l>y a few <»t' the more kiKtwin;; ones, whose scepticism continued,

despite of surveys and everything else, until the water was uetuully

l»rou;;ht to the Alioideau.

The work perfornu-d hy Mr. Wilkinson was «'xecnted with his

tismil care and accuracy, and the line then s«'lected has heen fol-

lowed p-nerally since.

In the IJeport siilnnitted liy Mr. Wilkinson in 1M.")0 the ojtinion.s

exi)r<'ssed hv Mr. Fairlianks were "'cnerallv confirmed, and a wooden

dam recommended. I'llahorate plans in detail of the lat.or were

also sulimitted, hut on mature consideration an earthen emhankment
was preferred on the ground of economy as well as durahilitv.

Work was cominence<l on Little River in October, 18'»0, under

the direction of CJeorge H. liailey, ('. E., of JJoston. In I)ecend)or

the dam and gate house were comj)leie(l, and Mr. Railey returned

to Roston to (ill n more lucrative appointment.

During the winter of iSoO-')] the pipe line was brushed out and

the pipes sledded on to the ground. IMpe laying was commenced

in the sj)ring of 1<S")1, and on the 10th day of September fdlowing

the wal«'r was flirmally let on to the City by Mayor Harding.

This wa> a gala day in tlu- ("ity. Tlu' V(tlunti'er Fire Depart-

ment— calK'd into existence by the York Point tire of March, 1^4i>

— was then in its prime and turned out in great force, with engines

and hose, bands and banners, t<t honour the occasion, as did al.M*

the City Council and nianv of the tnules ami leadinj; citizens,

Li( ut-(iovernor Sir J-ldward Walker Head came from Fredericton

to honour the event and turn the water on to the King S«puire

fountain, which had been iinislied a few days before.

Since this time the supply to the Citv has been constant bv day

and night, unless when interrupted for short seasons for inspections

or repairs.

The old boilers and engines, as well as lands and buildings at

the Aboideau, were sold in duly, \H')-[, for 8<^,1>2(). and the proceeds

applied to perfecting the new works and in extending the distribut-

inir system. An etlbrt was made about this time by the late 1 homas

.\llan, Ksfjuire { ()f Harris it Allan), to organize a Company to

sui)ply Fortland with water, but after one or two public meetings

had been held in the old Market House, the scheme was abandoned

for want of support.


