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Ily iilivhit'iil ^'('o^M-apliv, 1 riioan, lion', the w.iy in wliicli tlio

HOMH, iMoiiiituirH uikI plains of :i Miinicii-ntly lar^'f di^tricl

uro (liHpoHeid l()\\ar(i> cacli "iln'r; am! it i-- iliio In tlu' closo

rolalioii oxlsliti<jj Ix'twoon (hoso •livoi'Hitiost»t'nm laiourul cli-

mate, that tlu! latter is imt a u'liimsical tliini;-, l)iit nno oltiio

istcadioNf uikI inoHt ciiai-at liii'istic features ot any re^'ion

—

ovon tlioueli the ircatlicr thero may, at eerliiin soanons, ho

most (a))rieiniis.

The < ":ina(lian We^t I take li» metin. liir tlie jHiiposos of

this lecture, all of'north-oastei'n Atnei'lea, t'loin the limilHof

the fori'.^ts around IIikUoii's May and LaUe HiipiTJoi*. wost-

wai-d lo tho Pacilic Ocean,

A f^'lanco at tho map is the Hi'st thin;^ in order.

"We find that north of iho International houndary lino

—

or, better, lot us sav north of the watoi-sheil hotweon (/an-

adian rivei-^- and those trihulai-y to the Mississij)pi and tho

Missouri—thero is an ininienso area of treeless plains

nearly a thousand miles wide east and west, and sti-elchin^

north-wcHt, in li'ian_<j,ular form, to 'he border of Alaska,

l^liis may he Haid to be "ne climatic area, which wo may call

that ol" tho JMains.

W(!st of tho Plains stand the sorriod ranks of tho ^rand

old Ilockies, formiii,!;" a hell of snow-bearing mountainh

avera<;ing 200 miles in breadth, and risin<^ evei'ywhore into

tno zone of per])etual snow and ico. This belt has a

climate of its own, which we may term that of the Kock'y

Mountains. Beyond this lies the intei-ior basin of Hrltish

Columbia, about as large us Manitoba, foi'ming a third

climatic area, which may he named tho Kainbmps ('limate,

for want of a betloi- term. A fourth climati', that of the

rainy Coast Itange, is attached to the narrow but lofty raidc

of mountains imi)i'opei'ly culled Iho Cascades, which extend

parallel with the I'acilic coast in southern l^ritish Columbia,

und form the coast itsell iit the northern part of that Pro-

vince. Last of all, there is the strip of lowland and the

tongue-like valleys along the coast itself, together with tho

islands bordering it. which constitute a tifth climatic ai'oa.

Kuch of the>e divisions is, in fact, a long strip of counti-y

I


