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t%%oalition for Gun Control

Decemnber 4, 1991

Sonate Committee on Logal and Constitution Affairs
Senate
Ottawa, Ontario KI A 0A4
by Fax: Attention llealher Larik. Commtte. Cilrk (C-1 7)

Dear Benators:
1 apprerciate having had the appotlunity ta appear betore you yesterday. 1 arn submitirg, as roqumsted. comments
r.garding the regulations whlch wlI support Bill 0-17. These are preliminary comments and that we would welcome the
opportunity ta consuft further with your Committée or the Minîster of Justice on these issues. I have Bisa brielly autlined
the issues not addressed by the Bill whlch should be consiciered for future amendments. White w, suppoil quick passage
of the esi! as hl ls written, 1 would request that the registration of firearms and controls on the sale of Rmrnunition be turtiie,
investigated by the Minister of Justice, witli a view toward bringing forward additional amendrnents al a taler date.

1. REGULATORY POWERS
Aftamult Waapons
Assauft weapons poue a thruat which outweighs their value for legitimate huetng or sportiri ac.ivit:es. Sumo assault
weapons are semiautomnatic versions of fully automatic weapons and t1hsse have been prohiblted ln il C11-17, The Minister
hart proms.cd to ban oithefr miltàryittylA AKsuft wA;%flne CîarrAnt nwnArA wUllho grandfathered if they registe.-as
collectors. it is clear liat the Officacy of tisse contrais wiil cepend in large part on the regulalions which follow and the way
in which the provision$ Of the law are administered.

In their submissiorIs the Canadien Association of Chiefs of Police and the Canadien Bar Association, among others,
recornmended tiat the grandfather clause allowing cuirrnt owriers to iceep their converted automatia weapons be deloted
bocause as long as sucli weapons remain ln thie lands of lawful own.rs ths'y are subject te theft. Cuirrently an PLtimr1r
50,000 are in circulation. At the same time, wo have had reports liat stice the intention to ban assauft weapons was
announced, sales of these weapons have increased dramatically. White the contrais on magazine capacity wiII reduce
tirepower, tie.potential for rion-compliance, with magazine eapaeity limite makes It doubly important that settutt weapons
using large capacity magazines be removed fram circulation. On the otier hand, owners of these firearns have proteste.-
triat confiscation of sucli w.apons i8 an infringernent of thir liberties. In order, therefare, ta satisfy the concemn for public
*afoty in light of tie grandfathor clause, the. Minister should mov. as quickly as possible te ban thoe w.apons and that:
- the assault weapons and devices to be prohibited should includle weapons where the potentiel hazard ta the. public
appears to outweigh the benelt for legitrrate hunting or sporting activities
aml conversions fromn f ully automatic te ocmi automatio to bc crcfully iTiDpectod
thle definition afgun collectais b. strict and ensure that gun collectors are carefuly screened and controied

Trie prîinary intention of the Bill will net be satisfied if a large (anid growîng) nurnbe of these guris remain in circulation

Restrictions on Magazine Capacity
Large capacity magazines increase the hazard pased by certarI weapons. A ssault weapons have large capacity
r- a£azirnes te miniriîize celoadirig requirements arid te maxirmize lethai offets. A large capaoity rnagcinc la- ne, roquired Io-
nunting and is required by a iimited number of competitive, shooters involved in legimate, internationaly recognized
spors. (While maniy have argued they are needed for paraniIitary anid 'practicat'shooting we do flot believe that
exelipLiui)s should be granterd for these activties). Magazines are genoelly relativety inexpcnr.ivo. Tiierefore:
" magazines should ho restricted te 5 shots for long guns (centrefire.semiaulomatic) andi O shots for handguns
" the restrictions on magazine capacity should iriciude a narrcw and precise definition o? the compethors anîd the sports
exjpêc lioi>à the restictions and the way in which they wil bc contralied.
Again. if a large number of these remain in circulation. puablic interest will not be served.

December 12, 1991


