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ed that proposition Or not. It would seeni
to nme that niuch the better way would be
to dIssolve the popular Houme and go direct-
ly to the people to ascertalu what they
want. It does flot seeni to me that the
Senate would be ln a position 'to hold tbe.
other House ln check for two or three
years, particularly when the Senate constat-
ed of a body of men elected for a terni of
ten or twelve years, as the hon. gentleman
suggested, or If it were a body appoiuted for
life. If there was to be a systeni of poipular
election, the scbeme I would prefer would
be somethlng like that which we find lu Nor-
way. I would make the lite of a Senator
equal to the ilfe of these parliameuts, dlvi-
ding theni Into these divisions, and at each
general election taklng from. the elected
inembers by some plan to bie worked out, or
ftrom Senators whose terni has explred, a
sufficleut nuniber to 11il vacancles. Ahl
vacancles occurrlng between general elec-
Vious to *be filied by appolntment by the
Lieutenant Governor lu Counchl of the prov-
vînce rffected. I would fill the vacaucles
thus created lu the comnions by new
elections. I would reduce the number
of senators one-third at least. I would
be perfectly wàlllug, lu vlew of ail the
conditions, to allow Prince Edward Island
to have four senators, as at present, but I
would eut off Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick six each, and proportlonately reduce
the nuniber comlug froni the other prov-
Inces. Iu that way the nuinber to be re-
elected on each occasion for the popular
Honse would be so amali that it would flot
be 'neârly as bad as the contested elections
whlch upset s0 many gentlemen who have
obtalned niajorities by the usual means ;
and you. would then have a Senate that
would be thoroughly represeutative of the
people, and aiso a conti.nulng senatorial
body. They would ait for a euffIient length
of Uie to lntelligently diacharge their duties
and acquire experlence whlch would entitie
theni to re-election if the people saw fit.

Hon. Mr. POWER-I do not apprehend
exactly what the proposai of the hon. geli%
tlerman le. ls It that a certain number of
gentlemen elected to the House of Coin-
nions shahl be Senators ?

Hon. Mr. ELLIS--Yes, that la the ldea.

Hon. Mr. POWER-How is the hon. geni-
tienian going to dlstin'gulsh between those
w'iho are elected ?

Hon. Mr. ELLIS-If I amrn the govern-
ment when that occurs I shahl find a way.
It wlll flot be so difficult to arrange. The
ame systeni really existe la Norway. 1
should like to say that the.idea of election
by the people had miade cousiderable pro-
gress lu Canada Up to the Urne of confedera-
tion. The old legislative councl ln Canada,
the niembers or representatives of Upper
Canada, or a consîderable portion of theni,
-%vere elected by the people ; I do not kuow
how mauy, but qulte a number, aud wlhen
bon, gentlemen quote lu parlianient the ob-
servations of Sir John Macdonald and
George Browu ln regard to, the observations
which they held for au appointed House,
muet be read lu the light of the tacts whlch
existed at that Uie. When confederatlou
was' agreed upon, it was absolutely neces-
sary that it should carry-lt was the ordina-
ry view taken that It would be carrled.
Thierefore the men who were propoundluc
and preparing the scheme of coufederatiofi
provlded that the senators should be ap
poluted froni the legisative councls then in
existence. If that had not been doue they
would neyer have carrled it through the
legislative councls and the public men of
that day uaturaliy looked around for argu-
ments to justify the departure which they
made lu niaking the Seuate of Canada an
appointed body 4 so then the argument
quoted developed lu their ninds, and they
condemned elective legisiatîve coundils. 1
think there le uo mistak-e lu that, and If hon.
gentlemen 'wili refer to the history of the
Uie they -a-hi find that was the case.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELLý-Both
Upper and Lower.Canada were divided Into
large electoral districts before couf ederation,
aud ail the legisiative council were elected
alteruately for two, four and six years.

Hou: Mr. ELLIS-I was not exactly aware
just what it was. 1 knew they were elected,
and 1 knew that the popular mind waà
favourable to election. They were orilally
appointed býy the Crown, and the idea of
e'ection was brought about because the
people desired it. It could not have beefl
done otherwise.


