
March 10,1994COMMONS DEBATES2088

The Budget

closely with youth interest groups in the riding to assist them in 
getting involved and benefiting from these important programs.

announced by a government, a $39 billion deficit. Does he 
believe that such a deficit is acceptable? Should he not rather try 
to convince his government to review spending so that we can 
really make the necessary cuts and get room to manoeuvre to 
really create jobs, not only in the infrastructure area, where jobs 
are less specialized, but also all other types of jobs?

With respect to education and training I would like to take the 
opportunity to mention one program which is currently under 
way in my riding. It is a technology recycling program spon
sored by a non-profit organization, Nova Knowledge, in con
junction with the federal government and a number of private 
sector organizations.
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[English]
The purpose of the program is to collect used computers from 

organizations planning to purchase newer technology. These 
computers then go into community colleges across the province 
and students refurbish and repair them for shipment to many 
Nova Scotia schools.

Mr. Murphy: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for his 
question. What really arises is that we are attentive to the 
deficit. We have spent a great deal of time trying to explain that 
issue to members across the way.

I am proud to say that the province’s first program is located 
in Annapolis Valley—Hants. Students at Kingstec Campus, 
Nova Scotia Community College in Kentville have refurbished 
more than 20 computers at this point in time which have gone to 
public schools. These are the types of innovative programs this 
government is committed to.

My emphasis is not less on the deficit, because we need deficit 
reduction and we are working toward that goal. However it must 
be remembered that we have to create a climate in which there is 
economic growth so that we can work on that deficit. This is a 
parallel, two-pronged approach which we need to work on.

I only tried to emphasize job creation, training and the 
advancement of an economic climate because in my riding I can 
make some differences working with people. I certainly have 
had an opportunity to talk with our Minister of Finance and our 
caucus over time. Yes, we are working on the deficit. I would 
only encourage members opposite that we work together.

We are working with all the stakeholders to provide valuable 
training programs which will serve to benefit the local and 
national economy now and in the future. An important part of 
our commitment to education and training is our pledge to 
ensure that people collecting social assistance have access to 
skills upgrading programs.

1 came to Parliament so that I could work with people to get 
them back to work and achieve economic recovery. I come from 
a psychiatric background and know what dependency is all 
about. I have been at it for 30 years. I want to see people become 
more independent. That is a goal for Canada, for members 
across the way and for our party. I look forward to the enhance
ment of that in my work here in Parliament.

It is quite clear the old system is not working. We need to find 
and make more jobs available. We need to make our approach 
more active. When we offer assistance we must also offer the 
opportunity to develop the necessary skills to find a meaningful 
job. At the same time we must assist small and medium sized 
businesses in creating a fertile economic environment.

As both the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Human 
Resources Development have outlined, by revamping our social 
assistance program we will be able to reinvest our resources into 
initiatives geared toward finding innovative ways to get people 
back to work. In that regard I applaud the announcement of $800 
million being made available over the next two years for pilot 
projects so that we can help with the training of the unemployed.

Mr. John Cannis (Scarborough Centre): Mr. Speaker, I 
want to congratulate the member for his presentation. I was very 
impressed with what he focused on. There is no question he 
outlined our deficit problem but it is very simple. He empha
sized economic renewal. If we through the programs he outlined 
enhance economic renewal there is no question we are going to 
be addressing that problem.

I am confident this budget will set the course for growth and 
jobs in Canada. I believe these initiatives will have a positive 
impact in my riding of Annapolis Valley—Hants. I am proud 
that as a government we are fulfilling our commitment.

I was impressed by how he used the approach that we have 
now moved from a passive to an active system. That is a prelude 
to attacking this deficit problem. More so I was impressed with 
the used computer concept, to refurbish them for use by schools.

[Translation] I would like to introduce this program in my riding. We are 
accomplishing two things. First, we are educating people on 
how to train and upgrade themselves by repairing the computers. 
Second, we are passing this on to other institutions which use the 
refurbished computers thus allowing people to elevate them
selves to a higher level.

Mr. Paul Crête (Kamouraska—Rivière-du-Loup): Mr.
Speaker, I would like to ask a very brief question to the hon. 
member. In his speech, he mentions that the deficit is quite 
reasonable, but the fact is that it is the biggest deficit ever


