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Private Members' Business

Parks and conservation are merely holdout pockets.
It is a new way of politics and thinking that we need.
We know the causes of our problems and we know some
of the effects but what about simple things such as
global warming? It is the butt of jokes on most late night
talk shows on television in the winter time, whether it
is someone from Chicago saying: "I wish that global
warming was here" or someone i the Canadian north
saying "I wish we had more global warming this winter".

I sat for several years on a committee in this House
and spent almost $1 million of public money looking into
the issue of global warming. Our committee composed of
Conservatives, Liberals and New Democrats came to a
unanimous conclusion that global warming poses a

greater threat to the people of Canada and the people of
the world than anything other than all out nuclear war.

What has this 34th Parliament of Canada under our
eighteenth Prime Minister done? We had a promise that
greenhouse gases would be stabilized at 1990 levels by
the year 2000. That promise was made two years ago and
the studies are now in. Some of them are hidden by
Energy, Mines and Resources but some have trickled
their way into the public. It is now expected that we will
be 13 per cent above 1990 levels by the year 2000.

This is a government response. This is an institutional
response without a peep from most members of Parlia-
ment. It is a threat that is second only to all out nuclear
war and we are doing nothing. The Pacific Ocean where I
live has already started to rise and no one seems to care
about it.

I leave one germinal idea, one seminal idea as one of
the last speakers in this Parliament to speak on a motion.
I hope the next Parliament takes the environment far
more seriously than this one did and actually does
something about the big issues such as global warming,
ozone depletion and massive deforestation that are now
starting to affect not only my province but other areas of
the country. I hesitate to sound too negative or unhappy
but I must reflect about how this institution could change
for my constituents and Canadians in these last moments
I have.

* (1920)

My first suggestion was to give Canadians the tools and
the opportunity to sue government institutions that fail
to protect the environment because they are the regula-
tors. Too many times in my life as a politician I have seen
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans fail to prose-
cute themselves, fail to enforce and uphold regulations
and statutes passed by this place.

Certainly we can continue to have the benches here
and continue to elect people from constituencies, but if
we fail to become more organic and more in touch with
what is going on in the world around us there wil not be
a world.

People like David Suzuki and others who say this is the
turn around decade are not fools. The scientists we all
listened to in Rio are not fools. It is the unanimous
opinion of the most senior scientists on this planet that
we must turn around this decade and make a change to
full cost accounting and sustainable development.

In closing I thank the pages and the staff of the House.
I thank you, Mr. Speaker, the parliamentary library, the
security staff and all those who have worked in this place
in the years that I have been here, and in particular the
Iable who I have harassed many times over the years on
matters sometimes trifling and sometimes not. It has
been an honour to have worked here.

I wish those who are re-elected here and those who
still serve the very best. They deserve luck.

Mr. Tain Angus (Thunder Bay-Atikokan): Mr. Speak-
er, I rise not to speak on the motion but to say a few
words about the mover of the motion.

Today has been a day of tributes to many members.
The member for Skeena will not be re-offering, as they
say out east, but has chosen to move on with his life. I
want to say a few words on behalf of my caucus and
Canadians about Jim Fulton.

We have clearly heard in the last couple of minutes his
passion for the environment. There is no question about
his commitment to making this country and this planet a
place that will survive. But he has also fought hard for
justice for the aboriginal peoples. He has fought hard for
Canada to keep it Canada. He has been involved for
many, many years with the Canadian-U.S. parliamentary
association. He has taken the issues into the United
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