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This is just as important as the other, and
I wish bion. members would listen. If hie is
called and not given the postponement-

-the question then arises as te whether or flot
hie is essential to agriculture in the district.

If agricultural labour is needed in the district,
hie should be given an opportunity to place hi.-
self in a position where bis services would be
,essential t0 agriculture on sonie other farm; or
in the alternative to increase the production of
a specifie f an. The board could give a defer-
ment for tbree rnonths instead of "«granting
postponement until further notice" in order to
give the man an opportunity of finding essential
woýrk.

This, rcad along with the other,' indicates
that the cases in which limited time should
be giver are those in which an effort is bcing
made te distribute farn labour, net merely
to retain it.

Mr. COLDWELL: Is that the district ovýer
which the board bas control or the district in
,which the man resides?

Mr. GARDINER: There is no funther
definiftion given. These are the directions
which have been issuedý, and it wiIl be remiera-
bered that the boards have been asked, to
make any commente they wish, and those will
be discussed. I wou'ld imagine it would be a
different area in different places.

The next provision is ne'w:
6. A person wbo may not bave been employed

in agriculture on March 23, 1942, but who bas
become engaged in agriculture since that time,
and is shown to be essential tc0 agriculture, may
be considered for postponement on application
if tbe menits of the case are established.

Mr. GRAYDON: Since what time?

Mn. GARDINER: This was issued on Feb-
ruary 1.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): That la the
case whene the father buys a f'arm for the boy
and makes him a farmer. Pnetty daîngerous.

Mr. GARDINER: I would rather necite
the other type of case agai.n, -that it la for the
boy wh'o lett the farm purposely to, enter into
a munitions factory, but now that food, is con-
sidered more necessary -in that convruniýty,
lie desiresl to corne back. If hie can establish
these facts I think the board would be jiisti-
fied in taking action.

The next provision la:
7. Conscientions objectors, including Douk-

hobors, Mennonites and otbers, wbo receive
postponement of military training until furtber
notice and are agricultunal wonkers sbould flot
be directed f0 report for alternative service se
long as tbey are employed in essential wonk in
agriculture.

8. Application for leave sbould be invited from
agricultunal workers engaged in alternative ser-
vice, and sucb applications sbould be given
favounable consîdenation.

It is f elt tbat if tbe above principles are
followed by all boards tbe increasing difficulties
in maintaining essential farmn production will
be greatly alleviated.

Any commente and suggestions any board may
wish to offer neganding tbe above principles will
be appreciated.

That is signed by A. MacNamara, directon
of national selective service, and approved by
the Minister of Labour.

Mr.,GRAYDON: I should like te ask one
question with regard te the dimensions of the
arcas mentioîned there. That ham a direct
bearing on the whole question of the distribu-
tion of labour, because if it, la oonfined, to, only
the smail areawhere the man nesides, perbaps
it will not meet the requirements that are so
necessary. Possibly Ühe niinister miglit amply
that point.

Mr. GARDINER: 0f course the ministen
would hope that this would be administered
by the boards in a neasonable way, as I arn
sure it will.

There is juist one other matter with whiieb
I wish to deal for a few mntments, namely. the
question, is pnice a limiting faoteor? That
question bas been discussed here fro-m tirne
te time, and the statement la frequently made
that British and, United States prives are
higher than ours. Well, the statement could
he made with equal truth that Australlien aînd
Argentine prices are lower liban ours. For that
reasen I sheuld -like to place before the house
for its consideration the fact that our position
is net, on aIl fours with eithen the United
States or the British; neithen is if on ail fours
with the Argentine or the Australian. We
occupy a position somnew-here in between. The
Unit ed States and British position is affected by
thein dense popyulation aind by the nearness of
Britain te the war itself. The position of the
Argentine and Australin la affected by their
distance from the places where the supplies are
required. On the other hand we bave a spanse
population and large agnicultural areas, and
are located doser te the scene of battie than
any of these other couintries. Thenefore oun
position is a îittle different.

I should like to rernind hon. members that
rnany things have been done by the govern-
ment to assist the price position. Last year,
as was stated the other day, we madle a
billion dollars available to the British govenn-
ment; and the fact that this amount of
rnoney was provided, whether it was used
directly or indinectly, made it possible for
us te dispose of our food products to Bnitain


