
2362 COMMONS
Pece River Railiwoy Outiet

eIder setlled districts because of adverse
weather conditions and have seltled in this
new country. These people have lcft the
southern districts because of dry weather or
because their land xvas blowýn out and they
have endeavoured to establish themselves in
this nov, country. I ask the governrnent and the
house: In view of the courage these people
have shown in going out to start over again,
can we say to thern that we cannot afford
to build the necessary railway? I do not
think we can afford to say that, and 1 do
not think we ougbt te say Ihat le these new
setlers.

I was rcading the February number of the
National Revenue Review a few days ago
and I noticed t1e toliowing on page 18:

A Sense of Humour Left
Aprairie farmer qîîestioned by an incorme

ta-c inspecter regarding bis ineome over a
period of years. wrote as follows:-'Yoiu asked
about rny erops for bue last five years; weli
I tell yoit. In 1924 1 w as dried oint; in 1925
1 w as baird ont; ii lt926 I w as frozit ouit ini
1927 I w%,as blown out, andi in 1928 1 just walked
out andtin stili oint.",

Titere ai-e rnany people in the Pecace River
country who ý%cnt throîttri sirnilar experiences.
They have setticed in ithi park arias of lte
Peace Rivcr district, in an effort te reestablishi
thernselves. and I (Io net thiiik tat wr sboîîid
say te thcrn that thcy rnut ivatt an intlefinite
tirne before thev can gcl raiiwav connection.

Manty people wiii say that luis wili cosI
$10,00O,000 and w-e cannet afford il. I ask
the, governent te elecide definiteiy what tuie
outiet xxiii be and then buiid il as rapidly
as we can afforel. There are rnany settiers
sixty and sevcnty rniles trorn a railroaci and
they bave done 'everytbing hurnanly possible
le prex cnt their becorning a, charge upon t1e
dominion, the provincial or lte municipal
authoritics. In spite of ail thecir efforts sorne
of thern have been forced bo take reief,' and
I subrnit that if w-e had a plan, if we coînid
dccide îtpon an outlet and go aI il graclualIy,
xxe couid give thesc people such relief ils
would permit tuern t lelecene ciefinitciy
establislicd in thîs newx country.

There max- have heem îltffliritv in die vears
gone by in bringinir about raiiway clevelop-
ment in lte new dlistricts of lte north ewing
t the fart thal bccausc of wcalhct- conditions
te settiers rnîght leave lte soutlhcrn districts

of Alberta aned Saskatchewan whiere raiiways
and roads wcre already establisitcd ani go
mbt te nort.h. But I think, the poriod of
intensive developrnent in the southecrn arcas
of Saskatchewan and Alberta is past andi in
lie futture xviii bc in the sctrions of tltose
provinces that are most like Ontario ancd
Queber wherc there are many trees and
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enough shelter so that the rain when it cornes
,vill stay there and do good, rather than be
drawn off by the wind; at least this wvil1 be
the case until such time as tree planting
can s0 advance on the southern areas of those
provinces that we may have some protection
against the wind. Because of that additional
fact I submit that we can reasonably expect
this development will be justified.

It may ho rather difficuit for hon. members
who live in the older sections, and who man
hardly travel twenty miles in any direction
without cro'.sing two or tbree railway tracks,
to realize the position of settiers who have
gone out into a ncýw district sixty or seventy
miles from a railway. It may be easy enough
to pass the matter off by saying: 'Il is no
conceril of ours," but as a national duty the
lime bas ýcorne when ive ought deflnitely to
deal with the situation.

Some of the settiers in Peare River and a
number of boards of trade have been passing-
reso]utions calling for a bonus on grain for

'itiorI out of Peace River. Possibiv the fact
t bat 1 xvas anxions for the continuation of the

boisou wiieat catheild soine of themi to think
iis %vas-aig ood îthing to a-.i, for iintil sucb
tiiie ais the cîttiet was buiit. Tiîvy arc a-king,
t bit lîluionton and 11 arce River bc put on the
grain export freight basis. There is a difference
of about ton conts a hundred in the grain
freight rate from some portions of Peace River,
for instance, Dawvson Creek in the constituency
of the hon. member for Cariboo (Mr. Fraser),
and a difference of about six cents in the cent-
ral portion in rny conslitucncy. This would of
course cost a feu beîndred tbousand dollars
a ycar, but 1 wiýzh to bring to, the attention
of the goverrnent the fart thal, pcnding the
construction of the ouliet, they are a-king for
this ver' thin g. To-dlay the price of wheal
in Peace River is twcntv-four cents or iess;
it bas heen down below twe nty cents. Before
the adiournrnent laszt 'November I subrnitted
t o tflic h oîîe figu res frein govxe i îîtut nt pui ha:-
tions slioxing that on the bcst possible basis
it co.sr about7 fifiv cents to produce a bushel
of wlrat,. Yet t he farmers in Peace River
are t o-day' get ting about twenty to twenty-
five cents a bu-bhel even for No. 1 northern
-and it is flot ail No. 1 northern, although

1 arn pîcaseel to say that a great proportion
of it is. Ex cn if Peace River were to be
puti on the sarne basis as Edimonton, this
wotîlt not neet the situation in the newer
dist1ricts. Therefore I want, te bring the
rnatter to flic attention of the government
argain and te urlge action with ail the carnest-
ness of which 1 arn capable. I arn net askincg
them te launeh out on a huge pregram of


