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cause it is right and proper that the
responsibility sbould rest upon some
shoulders for this appointment, the Govern-
ment is determined to accept that respon-
sibility. They have determined to accept
it because no better system, no f airer
system, bas yet been devised, and until
a better system, is devised the Govarnmant
will appoint returning officers under the
provisions of this Bill.

There are a great many details in the
Bil., Mr. Speaker, which I shall not now.
make an attempt to cover; indeed, I should
not touch upon details on the motion for
second reading. I have alraady spoken at
far too great length, but possibly it wil
be found that the time I have taken up this
afternoon will not have been wasted; that
in the end it xnay prove ta have effected
a certain amount of aconomy in the furtber
discussion of the Bill. I beg ta move that
the Bill be now read a second tima.

Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING: (leader
of the Opposition): -Mr. Speaker, may I im-
mediately congratulate my hon. friend
(Hon, Mr. Guthrie> upon the exceptionally
clear, lucid and comprehensive statament
wbich he has just gîvan ta the House?
Ris concludipg remarks to the effect that
the langth o! time he had -taken in deliv-
aring bis address would in the end possibly
prove o! adrvsntage to the House may, I
think, be concurred in. His statement, willh
one exception, wbich. I shahl mention, has
been from beginning to end haîpful gnd
most illuminating. 'Particularly -do we
thank my hon. friand for having at the
commencement o! this debate gone s0 ftlly
in bistorical outline into past legishation
pertaining ta the franchise and also into
the constitutional aspect and the question
o! the right o! this Parliament and the
right o! the provinces respactively to legis-
late with regard to this matter.

I arn sorry to have to say to my hon.'
!riend that in that part of his argument
which. hsd ta do with the constitutional
aspect, and which cohstituted the *major
portion o! his address, he was beside the
mark in one respect: he led the House ta be-
lieve that in some way or another 1 had ques-
tioned the rigbt o! this Parliament ta legis-
late regarding the franchise. I challenge
my hon. friand ta point ta any ramark o!
mine, in Hansard or elsawhere, which bas
ever questioned the right o! this Parliament
ta anact a federal franchiise law. 1 amn not
fortunate In possassing the legal training
that my hon. friand has had, but I have
some littie knowledge o! constitutional law
and of the constitution o! this country, and

464j

I know as well as be doe that as betwean
the provinces and the Dominion, where no
powers are epeci'fed othar 4than those men-
tioned in Section 92 o! the British North
America Act as balonging to the provinces,
the residue o! power reste with the Federal
Parliament and that this Parliament bas
f ull and complete juri8diction in the matter
o! anacting a law pertaining ta the federal
franchise. As I proceed I shahl take occas-
ion ta refar to the remarks which I made
in the dabata on the Address, ta wbich my
bon. friend alluded, and ta show just wbat
was the purport o! the reference which I
mnade ta provincial liste on'that occasion.
Everytbing I said at that time I arn pra-
parad ta repeat at this. I made the remark
I did then in order that the Government,
and my bon. friend in particular, might
have it in mind when be should speak on
this occasion. Ha has not, I tbink, met
the point that I than raisad, but, as ha bas
said, there will be opportunity tbroughout
tha dabate to do so, and doubtiass ha will
giva bis reasons later if ha takes excep-
tion ta it.

But while I congratulate my hon. friand
on the lucidity o! bis exposition, I con-
gratulate him. stili more upon the spirit
in whk~h the Government, according, to bis
statement, ia prepared ta imeet Parliarnent
witih respect ta the legislation which 'they
are bringing down. He bas made it chear
fihat so, lar as the Bill before the House at
the moment is eoncarned, the Government
do not propose to view its provisions as
being like the haws o! the Medes- and Per-
sians; that, anthe otiher band, tha Govern-
ment will be resdy to accept any suggestion
tbat appeals to, the wisdom of the House ;,
ready ta accapt any amendmant w&ich may
tend to ms.ka tbis, Act in the nature o! a
modal and a guide for ail future laws deal-
ing rwîtbthe question ao! the franchise. Weli,
1t amn lhappy te assiure my ho-n,. riand and
the iGovarn'man4 that we are oniy tao ready
ta, anet tjhem. in that apirit. We have no
desire ta inaka of this measure a political
football, a malter of! party gain or lass one
way or the orther.

Mr. Speaker, the measure naw befora us
ie not only the most important measure
which wrnl came before Parliamant this
session; it is ana o! the most important
measures that can corne before Parliament
at any time. The considerations whicb. we
have ta take inta accqunt in discussing this
measure are much harger than those o! the
fortunes of any member o! the House, or
o! any party in the House, or of any Gov-
ernment. We have bean passing through


