
FEBRUARY 22,19i11

between individuals, and if I had a busi-
ness proposai to inake to a man I would
flot be very much flattered if, having my
proposai before him, he should discuss the
question of annexing me and causing my
identity to disappear. It saams to me that
we will do a great deal in this country to
quiet *a feeling of legitimate anxiety which
existe if we naw voice what iseaxactly
the feeling of the country, bacause I have
no hesitation ini eaying that there is not
a publie body in Canada that would not,
upon thie question, declare themeelvas, as
it seeme to me we ought to declare aur-
selves now. Tharafore, Mr. Speaker, with-
out wiehing to delay in any way the in-
teresting discussion which was going on
yesterday, 1 beg to move that the follow-
ing words be added to the main motion in
your hands:

But, before resuming the discussion of the
terms of the agreement concluded between
the government of Canada and the President
of the United States, and with a view ta dis-
pel the Jeeling of unrest created in Canada by
comments made in both countries aa to the
politicai consequence of the agreement, the
House wishes to affirm emphaticaiiy its de-
termination ta preserve intact the bonds
which unite Canada to the British Empire,
and the full liberty of Canada ta contrai lier
fiscal policy and internai automony.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. Mr. Speaker,
it je quite evidant that the incorrigible jok-
ers or humoriste, as my hon. friend (Mr.
Monk) styled them, are flot ail on the
other sida of the line; we have came of
them in Canada. My han. friend (Mr.
Monk) bas spoken of came friend af mine
on thie side of the House who gave ex-
pression ta certain utterances in his green
and salad daye, but we have ail been.
yonng, and for my own part 1 am ready ta
canfese that I have had my green and
salad daye too. However, they are over
hy this time with me, aithough it would
seam that there are came men wha are
aiways in their green and salad days, no
matter haw mature in years they may be.
I need not mention who the man is on
that eide of the House who is stili in bis
green and eaiad days. Sir, this discussion
in which. we are now angaged has given
rise ta a great deal of comment on both
sides of the line. Men there are on the
other sida of the lina wha have intarpreted
this arrangement as meaning ultimately
the annexation of Canada ta the United
States. Men there are on this side of the
lune who have taken the came position, but
I am glad ta say there ie not one man on
this side of the Hanse who lias ever
thouglit of sucli a thing. It appears that
men thera are on the side of the Hanse
on which my hon, friand (Mr. Mank) site
whosa viaws upon this question are dis-
turbed, and wha believe that in the dis-
cussion of this question of a better trade

arrangement betwaen us and our neigli-
bours the Canadian peaple wauid ba so
wanting in self-respect that thay miglit be
driven beyond an agreement sa wise in
itself ta a conclusion which the hon. gen-
tleman draads. Il thera are such men in
this chamber I repaat that they do. nat
sit on this side of the Hanse. But if it
is neassary, in ordar ta strengthen the
wavering f aith of the hon. gentleman wba
sit with and aronnd my hon. friand (Mr.
Monk), for my part I hava no objection
whataver ta accapt the presant motion and
ta eay that this discussion xvili not in any
way affect or jeopardiza the alagianca of
this country ta the mother land. Surely,
it is nat worth while diecussing that;
surely there was na necaseity for this mo-
tion. It affirme a principle which every-
body is persuadad of and which na one
naaded ta affirm, but in ordar ta make it
doubly sure, in order ta affirm not onîy ta
this country but ta the other sida also
that this discussion in which we are now
angaged doas not mean what bas bean
stated by my hon. friand (Mr. Monk) it
may mean, I shaîl for my part vote for
hie motion and I hope ail on thie side of
the Hanse will vote for it aiea. I have ta
eay ta my hon. friend that ail the corres-
pondance that bas taken place on this
question bas bean brouglit down. Wby
shauld we not bring it down? What abject
could we have ta serve by keaping any-
thing froma this Hanse. I do not knaw as
ta whetber Mr. Fielding or Mr. Patersan,
or eomabody eise bas recaived a private
latter or lettars, but any correspondance
in the bande of the gavernmant lias bean
laid before the Housa. I have only ta
say, Sir, that wa wiii vote for tbîe resolu-
tian.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN (Halifax). Mr.
Speaker, I did not knaw that my ban.
friand from Jacques Cartier (Mr. Monk)
propased ta introduce this motion until
aftar ha had came inta the Hanse to-day,
and therefore, I did flot prepare ta speak
upon it. I wouid lika to eay, however, that
it wouid saam ta me ta bave been a *wisa
course for the Prime Minister, if ha thinks
that conditions at the prasant time are
sucli as ta justify him in accapting this
motion, ta bave branght it in as Prima
Minister of this country, and ta bave askad
the parliainent of Canada, and the peapie,
of Canada ta accept it. But my right bon.
friand appears ta hava daparted ta-day
from the lina -of argument %vhich ha took
some yeare ago in acaepting this motion.
He eays that there je no danger, and
'that the people of Canada raize that
thare is fia danger, and that there je
fia man in thie House wbo realizes
'that thera je any danger. The loyaity of
the -Canadian people does nat naed ta be
'affirmad 1 but let me tell my riglit


