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special study lie bas made not only in
Canada but lu the United States, to attain
the very higi lionour of receiving the tifle
fliat lias been couferred upon liim. He is
one of the best officers of this goverumeut,
and will be a credif to the Labour Depart-
ment.

Mr. SPROULE. 1 notice in one of the
newspapers it was stated tliat ýthis honour
was conferred, flot on the advice of the gov-
ernînent, but by tlie direct intervention of
the Governor General, and that it had not
given satisfaction to the goverument. Is
there anytbng in fliaf statement?

Mr. FIELDING. My hon. friend must
nof place f00 mucli confidence on anything
bie secs in the public press as f0 the views
of fthc goverument, uuless it appears in the
' Canada Gazette.' Howevcr, the question
of fthc relation of the government to fliese
appointments is a rather serious matter,
and I would prefer that my lion.. friend
should put it whcn tlie Prime Miaister is
la thec Honse.

Post Office Department-to provide for thie
salary of Hector B. Verret, private secretary,
as first class clerk fzom July 1, 1906, to Mardi
31, 1907, at $1,600 per annum, $1,200.

Mr. LEMIEUX. Mr. Verref was one of
the officers of thie Department of Justice,
and lie was at the samne time acting as
secretary to the Solicitor Generai. Wlien I
took charge of the Post Office Department
I decided f0 retain bis services. This Is no
addition to the budget, 'becauýse Mr. Verret

salaries, and after cousulting rny colleagues,
I expect to lie able to announce next session
wlhat action will be taken.

Mr. STOCKTON. The Postmiaster Gea-
eral remembers, for lie was present, the
meeting of post office officiais with the
Prime Minister ln the Couneil cliamber.
The request of the outslde post office clerks
was presented, as also thle request of the
inside service, and it was stated, 1 tbink,
that there liad been no increase in salaries
for twenty *years. 1 thouglit that thcy made
a very strong case, and 1 tbink the Post-
master General was of that opinion. The
Prime Minister, at ail events, assured the
depufation that their request would have
the mosf serions con sideration of the gov-
ernmeuf. I know, as a matter of fact,
that tliose gentlemen wlio composed fliat
delegation are wailng anxiously tlie resuit
of tliat Interview, and 1 hope very sincerely
that my bon. friend wlll see bis way clear
to nieet their w'lsbes. Wbcn 1 heard mny
hon. friend flie Finance Minlsfer, -wlen de-
livering bis budget speech, explain ln exul-
tant toues thie abundant surplus and the
great prosperity of fthe country. 1 thouglit
that we sliould be wllling to look affer flic
civil servants by increasîug their salaries
at Ieast oftener flian every f wenfy years.
Therefore I hope fliaf my hon. friand the
Postmaster General will take a. very carly
opportunify f0 cousuit withlitbs colleagues
and corne f0 some determinaflon whicli will
be satisfactory to flic gentlemen who coin-
1posed tbat delegatioti.

is flot replacea in the Department of Jus- rLEMEX Iwapeenwlnfit
tice. He receves the same salary in my Mr.gaio LmIet fli lead pee wf the Hus
departmeut. some flirce or four weeks ago and was

Mr. BLAIN. Perhaps fthe minister would pleascd f0 notice fliat flic request made on
be prcpared f0 state fthc policy of bis de- bebaîf of the onfside service met the ap-
partrocut in respect to flie salaries of post- proval of bofli sides of the House. In fact
masters. We had some trouble witb flie ftc dclega'tion was lieadcd by lion. getfle-
former Postmasfer General la regard to men from botli sides of this House and of
permnitting tliem to engage la otber business fthe Senate as wcll. The argument the~y
whule tliey werc receiving a fair remunera- presented struck me as being a very sfrong
fliou. one. The statemeuf made by flic spokesman

Mr. EMIEX. Ibav notyct eenof tlie delegaflon nearly convinccd me fliaf
Mr. EMIUX. hae no ye b flich firne bas corne wlien we should scriously

long enough lu flic office f0 fraine a policy reconsider flic salaries paid f0 fliat class of
for flic departmeuf. But I may say tliat I our officers. The cosf of living lias lu-
hope f0 lie able f0 treat ail flic postrnasters crcascd considcrably flic lasf feu or ffteen
over thls vast country la a spirit of justice,yar;nasfirglfiolcfrt
equify and fair-play. As regards flic salaries minister said, flic ministers mosf interesfed
uow being pald t0 postmasters, a coinmlttcc la ftic public service lntcnd sfndyiug this
lias been formed f0 approacli the govera- question affer prorogafion and will probably
ment durîng recess, a commitfec formcd Of lic in a position f0 make a sfafcrnn at flic
countr*y postmasfers. 1 bave already re, iîext session of fhls House. Thaf Is ail I
ceived several communications on fliaf sub- can say af prescuf. But 1 may add fliaf
ject, and flic question of raisiug flicir flic officers of flic oufsidc ser-ice liave rny
salaries is engaglug flic attention of flic dcepest sympafliy, for I myscîf arn fthc son
department. The oufside service also lave of an officer who servcd bis country duriflg
sent a delegation rccntly, and fbcy are en- forfy-fivc years.
deavouring f0 obtain better salaries, not
only in flic Post Office Departmenf, but also Mr. BARKER. 1 arn very glad f0 bear
ln flic Dcpartments of Inland Revenue and wvbat ry hon. fricud flic Posfrnasfer Gen-
CuLsfoms. During flic recess 1 will bave eral bas jusf said. I liappcned f0 lie pre-
fime f0 examine flils question o! better senf on the occasion f0 which lie refers and
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