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Now, Mr. Speaker, what is Dbeing done
to-day by the Canada Atlantic Railway is
certainly evidence that the rail and water
route is the cheapest and best route from
the west to the east. We find that during
last year some 20 million busbels of grain
were carried from Depot Harbour to the
eastern ports, and the hon. member for
Bothwell has suggested that that was large-
ly American grain from Chicago. The Can-
ada Atlantic Railway would have been able
to handle five to ten times that quantity if
they had had elevator facilities in Montreal
for that grain. The distance from Mil-
waukee, from Chicago, from Duluth, is
shorter to Canadian ports, to the port of
Montreal, than to the ports of Buffalo and
New York. In other words, a bushel of
grain can Dbe carried cheaper from those
ports to the Georgian Bay ports than it
can be carried to the port of Buffalo. All
the ports on the Georgian bay can be made
trade centres for grain. If this scheme
which the government proposes were fea-
sible, and if the proposed route could carry
grain, as they pretend it could, from the
west to the east, then it would simply mean
the destruction of these Georgian Bay ports,
which are now enjoying such a large and
profitable trade from the carrying of grain.

Now, Sir, we have two great routes from
the west to the east; the all-water system
through our lakes and canals, and the lake
and rail system. I am sorry to say that ow-
ing to this government mnot Dbeing abreast
of the times the all-water system is mnot
doing the work that it should do. In what
position is a large vessel Ileaving Port
Arthur and Duluth and arriving at the east-
ern end of Lake Erie? We have no ele-
vators at Port Colborne. They have twenty-
two elevators at Buffalo, the most modern
and up to date elevators. Vessels of the
class that I have mentioned caunnot get
through the Welland canal, and they have
no way of discharging their cargo except by
discharging it at Buffalo. If we had modern
elevators at Port Colborne we would find
that the class of vessel which carries 300,-
000 or 400,000 bushels of grain would come
from ITort William or Port Arthur and un-
load into these elevators and that the grain
would then be carried in a smaller class
of vessels from Port Colborne to Montreal
and Quebec. But, unfortunately, we have
no facilities whatever. With a very moder-
ate expenditure of money f{he Welland
canal could be so improved that vessels
drawing 22 feet of water could pass through
that canal. As we all know when they
pass through that eanal they go to Kingston

Mr. PRINGLE.

from Kingston down in giving a channel of
14 feet. I see passing every week the Wol-
vin steamers. These steamers are carry-
ing grain from Chicago to Quebec for three
cents a bushel, and some of the gentlemen
connected with that company have told me
in conversations which I have had with
them that if we had a proper depth in the
Welland canal and if we had proper eleva-
tor capacity at Port Colborne, grain could
be carried for less than they are now carry-
ing it for, in the class of vessels which
they have to use to go through the St. Law-
rence canals. I have statistics here in re-
gard to the amount of grain that is passing
through the St. Lawrence canals, and I am
sorry to find that it isl such a small quan-
tity. If the St. Lawrence canals were im-
proved, if we had adeguate elevator capa-
city at Port Colborne " and the Welland
canal enlarged, I am satisfied that a very
much larger quantity of grain would pass
through to Montreal and Quebec.-

Mr. KENDALL. What is the tonnage of
the steamers plying between Chicago and
Quebec ? ;

Mr. PRINGLE. I cannot tell the
gentleman the exact tonnage.

Mr. HUGHES (Vic¢toria).
2,000 tons.

Mr. PRINGLE. They carry 60,000 bushels.
They draw 13 feet 9 inches of water fully
loaded. At this season of the year we have
rather high water. They are able at pre-
sent to go down drawing 13 feet 9 inches,
but a little later on they will have to lighten
their cargoes very considerably. We get
lower water during the later part of August
and in the month of September. We have
spent $80,000,000 in building our system of
canals. The distance between Port Col-
borne and Montreal is 367 miles, out of
which there are 63 miles of canals, the bal-
ance being made up of lake and river navi-
gation. If improvements could be made in
the Welland canal and if instead of a sys-
tem of 22 locks there were only half a
dozen locks and a depth of 22 feet, this
larger class of vessels might go through to
Kingston and discharge their cargoes there:

hon.

Upwards of

At one o'clock, House took recess.
House resumed at three o'clock.

Mr. PRINGLE. Mr. Speaker. When the
House adjourned at one o’clock I was deal-
ing with the shipping of grain along the
water routes. I find Mr. Speaker from
statisties that last year there were shipped
from the two Canadian Lake Superior ports,



