
In his speech on Novem-ber 5, Mr. Churchjill spoke plainly about
growing shippinig prablemn. Since then, the British Minister of

)ping, Right Hon. Ronald Cross, said In a broadcast on November 26;
I amn not going to bide the f act that the rate at which we are

building ships does not make up for our loases.
Mr. Cross was, however, careful to add,' that orders were being placed
be United States. The real significance of hbis words la to be found
lie sentence with wbichbhe concluded:

We must have ship8. We cannot make too sure of our shipping
ini the months and years that may elapse before victory la assured.
We mnust have a safety margin.
The resuit of the frankness of Mr. Churchibl and Mr. Cross is refiected
Ur own present commitments, and ln the addiltional keels that wll be
down every month in the shlpyards of the United States and of the

ish commonwealth.
Let it not be forgotten that Germany, too, bas suffered considerable
ping bosses. Almost daily we hear of another German supply ship
(i off the coast of Norway, in the North Sea, or lu the channel.
ýnan shipping and 43erman barges have been bombed repeatedly ln the
inel ports. The great German sblpyards at Hamburg and Bremen,
even lu the Baltie, have"Deen vislted again and again by the bonmbers
.,le~ Royal Air Force. In the Mediterranean the Iain shipping
ýs have been heavy. On the high seas, German and Italiaii mercthant-
have disappeared. I do not think tbey wlll take any part in the

d's commnerce uintil this war la over.
The British navy la stili supreme on the seas of battie. Although the
ish uavy ln this war, single-handed, enforces the blockade, and although


