AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING THE INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE
FOR
GLOBAL CITANGE RESEARCH

The Partles,

RECOGNTZING that the long-term chemleal, blologleal, and physical processes and

eyclen of ¢he Carth system nre undergolng contlnuous alterntion that s both natural In
origin and human-induced, In what Is known as global change;

CONCERNED that our scientific knowledge of the earth system and our common

understanding of the environmental, economic and social effects on development caused by
these changes is incomplete;

AWARE that global change may affect the resources vital to the condition of human
beings and other species;

CONSIDERING that policy makers are in need of accurate information and sound

analyses concerning the causes and the physical, social, economic and ecological impacts
of global change;

CONCERNED that research on global issues requires cooperation among research
institutes, among states and among the different parts of the Inter-American region, and
with regional and international global change research programs;

CONVINCED that national and global efforts to address these issues must be
supplemented by regional cooperation among States; and

RECALLING that, in order to encourage such regional cooperation, the
establishment of an Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research was initiated by

the scientific community of the Americas at the 1990 White House Conference on Science
and Economics Research Related to Global Change;

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article I
Establishment of the Institute

The Parties hereby establish the Inter-American Institute for Global Change

Research, as a regional network of cooperating research entities, hereinafter referred to as
the "Institute.*

Article IT
Objectives

The Institute shall pursue the principles of sclentific excellence, international
cooperation, and the full and open cxchange of sclentific information, relevant to global
change. In order to do so, the objectives of the Institute are to:

) Promote regional cooperation for interdisciplinary research on aspects of
global change related to the scicnces of the carth, occan, atmosphere, and the environment
and to social sciences, with particular attention to Impacts on ecosystems and biodiversity,
socio-economic impacts, and technologies and economic aspects associated with the
mitigation of and adaptation to global change;



