
Pre-Posting 
Rounds 

Departure 
from the 
Mission 

Notification 
'of 

Assigrirnent 

Pre:-PiDs/Ing 
Administration 

Briefing 
q. 

cb 

N 

Receipt of 
Posting 

Confirmation 

Notification 
of Assignment 
Headquarters 

e; 

Arrival • 
at 

Mission 

family are willing and able to adapt will have a considereble bearing on your career satisfaction  in  the 
foreign service.- A positive attitude helps a lot 

Above all, knoW what you are gettIng into before starting a new issignmentbecause the costs of an 
aborted posting can havelar-reaching implications for your career, health; welfare and family relationships. 

Purpose of the Handbook 

This Handbook is à tool to help prepare,ernployees and their faniilies for a po'sling or, in some cases, 
a cross-posting. It atternpts to generate awareness about the conditions  and implications  of rotational 
employment in the foreign.serviCe.and about certain aspects of Pe outside Canada .  It airns to do this by 
discussing and ibistrating the Foreign Service Directives — the FSDs -- and relating them to key events that 
Will take place during the posting cycle. 

Certain charts and tabulated data found in the Foreign Service  Directives have been reprodudecl he'rein 
to orovide'continuity. Other iltustrations have been created to consondate information, provide examples 
and facIlitate unclers-tancling of complicated issues.  Erriployees should note that the dollar amounts used 
will change peéiodically. The Schedule ic Fpfeigh Service Directives and  Mes!  Rates, published monthly, 
should be consUltecl for up-lb-date Information. 

The POsting Cycle 

The "RéFs-ting Cycle" Illustrated in Figure 1 is a useful vvay of booking at some of the main events that 
occur repeatedly  in 1J-ke career of a foreign Service employee. Ratner than tirscusa the FSDs in the order that 
they appear in the Personnel Manual, this FlaridhOok follows the  naturel  sequence of the poSting  cycle and  
relates each Directive to a real situation you might find yourself in at any given time. 

In Ottawa, it is sugges-ted that you end your spouse 'read this Handbook before going to the 
Administrative Briefing and on Pre-PoSting Rounds. Later, the easiest' way to Ose the Handbook is to 
recognize where you are in your posting cycle and find the information you require in the corresponding 
chapter. If you are looking for a brief explanation of a specific Directive, you will find it in Appendix A 
Condensed Foreign Service Directives. 
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