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(Mr. Campora, Argentina)

to destroy chemical weapons and existing production facilities, and not to
produce chemical weapons, will be subject to verification, commitments
regarding assistance and co-operation in the field of peaceful uses should
also be assessed. The future convention will set up a variety of bodies which

could perform this function.

It should be emphasized once again that the future chemical weapons
convention will mark an important milestone in international relations in the
area of disarmament, because its significance lies in the mechanisms of
verification and monitoring that will be adopted for on-site as well as
challenge inspections. It is essential to make progress in sensitive areas
such as challenge inspection, counting on the clear-cut determination of the
great Powers to resolve those issues on which there is still no consensus,
drawing on the guidelines that are being drawn up step by step under the wise
guidance of the Chairman of the Ad hoc Committee, Ambassador Ekéus. The
statement of Foreign Minister Shevardnadze that we have heard today will no
doubt facilitate a solution to the issues that remain pending in the area of

challenge inspection.

We are convinced that the threat of chemical weapons will not be totally
eliminated until we have universal accession to the convention. This
objective would be facilitated through joint action by States at two levels
concurrently: At the world-wide level, through effective and judicious
action by military Powers possessing chemical weapons, and at the regional
level, through the political handling of procedures for accession to the
convention and the responsibilities deriving therefrom. In this way an
appropriate and adequate regional balance would be achieved in a world-wide
framework of confidence created by chemical disarmament by the countries with

the greatest war-making potential.



