
NATIONALITY AND HOME RULE

e nature of the disease I have indicated. It is a senti-
ihostile and exclusive local patriotism, which deems
itraged by the full inclusion of the locality on any
yven the. most generous, within a larger national unit.
t1his b. its nature, what, is its explanation if we
as irrelevant or negligible differences of race, of

oiis, of culture, or of geographical position?
Sexplanation is to be found in the tragic coincidencea of
itory. The circumstances attending the slow increase
à power were ini tliemselves a great misfortune. If Ire-
,d remained isolated from lier neighbours she miglit
y have evolved central institutions and a civilised polity
rwn. If lier warring clans had been rapidly and ef-
r subdued, as the Highland clans were subdued after
the. native Irish population miglit have imrnediately
the. advantages of the more advanced social and
c polity with which she had become associated. But
could have been worse both for the English and the
sw what actually occurred. Long contmnued guerilla
la the. most demoralising of all forme of warfare ;
Lever took a more dexnoralising form than it did in

To the. Engliali it was of slow and dubious ad-
to the Irishi it was sheer loss. Yet the melancholy

>uld long ago have been forgotten and forgiven but
,rian differences and agrarian wrongs. Unhappily it
«uible anywhere, in the sixteentli and seventeenth
ý, to exolude religion from poliics, and it wus cer-
ipossible in Ireland. Do not, however, let us suppose
er the. Protestants or the Roman Catholica concerned
a type peculiarly bigoted or vindictive. As far as
wledge goes this was not so. But unfortunately
was dragged by Britishi statesmen into the English
.tish civil wars:» in these religion and politics were
bly mingled; and the final defeat of James the.
[1t the. majority of Irishmen convinced that the
[reland was the. cause of Roman Catholicism, and the.
of Englishmen convinced that the, cause of Protest-


