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19 tht. a DelUStOn ?

lu a sclected article, clititle(l, "Popular Deluisiolis," whîich

apiîearcd iii the EOUCA\TIONAL REVIEW for SePtemlber. 1

find the stateieut: -ni'le earihworiii does not ramn dowli.

Are you quitesure? 1 have a strolig opinioni that if lic

d.Ls nlot "rain dowNN1,' lic souîcetiuîces sejoWs dotc'n. 1 once

saw carthwomuis by tlîe Ilîwîdred lhiiiî o11 top Of solîîe

iliches of suow. Tlîcy wcrc frozil stiff whcnl 1 first siw

theli ; -but it was a tliawing day, alid iii a little while tlîcy

%verc crawling on the sulow. It is casier for nie to behieve

tlhat they fiad coule dowiî ii the suow squall of thie pre-

vious nliglt than that they had couic up thîrotigh thie still

frozen grotind. Is tliere auy other way of accoutiniig for

tlîeir presence in this case?-W.

Ouir correspondent's observ'ation is vers' iliterest.-

ing, and se far as it goes a valuable scientific obser-

vation. Dr. J. Stafford, at present of McGill Uni-

versity, reports f roii Canada as iîîany as ten specles

of carthworim,-represent3ing four genera. It is a

pitv the exact species of' wormi seen in suchi abuin-

(lance on the suew wvas not deteruincrid. Were it a

species whose life history is w'ell iuade eut, we nîiigiL

be better prepared to account for its presence on tlic

sulow under the circumistances. '.\I. Marshall con-

tributed to the Nova Scotian Institute of Science anl

accourt: of w.hat was thoughit to be a* shower ot

wornms at ,\iddletoil, N. S., ini the spring of 1890.

His sketch miay -be found on page 56 of the Pro-
ceedings of the Institute, Volui le 1 of the Second

Series, Part 4, Session Of 1893-94. The species wvas

not deterrmined in this case either. Were the eggs

.of the wormis borne 'on the breeze until they were

nlot oiîlv batclied but grown te respectable iliaturitN

w~itihout browsingon terrestrial food before tbev

felI iu the rain, it would be very wonderful indccc.

But that ahl this growth shouki take place i the

chill emipryeanl of winter on ne better culture bcd

thail a bottomnless cloud would be more inarveleus

still. These incidýnts show that there are nmany

natuiral history facts net y'et observed, altbougih

soie progress has been mlacle since the davs of the

agilostic naturalist whe wrote the histery of job.

Cannot our teachers and pupîs be on the leokout

for sncbi occurrences and send preserved specimens

of the wormis te soile auithoritv for identification?

And cantiot wc also stu-dy the natuiral history of

suc4î organlisis so as te deterilue their. whole life

history accurately ? Iu the mneantimie an%. further

exact acceunits cf snicb phienomiena will be gladl y

receivcd by the editer fer communication tO 1

naturalist who is engaged iii this departmient cf

zoology. A. n. m.

ENGLISH IN4 TRI LOWER GRADES4,
Letter Wriling.

By ELEANoR ROBINSON.

(CONTINUHDM>

Thie importance of training in the writing of in-

formiai notes, spoken of iniiiny first paper, is dwelt

tipon by a wvriter ini the October numlber of Harper's

Bazar, who says:

Fev girls secmn to he aware of one serions deficiency ini

their social training çpossibly bccause it is so widespread),

their inability to write a correct and graceful note. It ig

really sad and disbleartenilig to receive from girl., who

hiave had evcry advantage notes sticb as anl upper servant

uiigbit be expected to write-tbc handwriting unferined,

the matter ill-expresscd, and the spelling by no ineans

a.ways above reproach. 'l'lic long and delightfully wr'itten

lctters of the last cenltury are gone forever. We rnay

lainent the fact, but c.ý.iiot- belp it. Life is toc busy and

crowded to admit of hours devoted to correspondence, but

niotes coule iii a different category. It takes ne more tine

to write a goo( lnote than it cloes to write a poor one. It

i.; aIl a question of kiiowiuig how~, and then taking pains.

Oiîe stuilbling-block tô the modern girl seenis to be the

endiug of bier ilote. She is very apt to sign herseif

"Sinicerely," or TIrtîly," uitterly ignoring the ' Yours,"

whicb is esseuitial to granîniar as well as to grace of ex-

pression ....... t is not ensy always to say just where

te draw the liue between the " Yours truly " of a business

note, and the 'cordially yours" of a friendly note,

and the again more personal touch o 'f " Sincerey

yours.7 However, a little thought will decide such cases

as they arise. Oh, that a philanthropic millionaire would

endow a chair for " social traking " at otie of our women's

colleges and make-the writing of notes an important feature

of the course!"

It is not necessary for mie tor give rules for. the

forins of letters and notes as they are to be fouild

,in ail text books on composition. These miles

1iave been prescribed by custemn, and are, for

the most part, founded on practical cenvenience or

courtesy. I shall, however, draw attention te, cer-

tain points on which mistakes arè often madle.

SI am often asked whether M'\y dear Miss 'Smith,"

or "Dear Miss Smith " is the more formaI address.

1 was tauglit, wvhen&a child, to use the possessive

pronoun only wlhen Writing to relatives or intiniate

friends, and I remiember a case in point froni one

of Miss Charlotte Yonge's stories. The heroine

i5s writing to a friend of years' standing, once bier

lover, fromn whomi there bas been a long estrange-

mrent. Shie hiesitates bow to address hini. " My

dear Owen " was too intiniate; " Dear Mr. Sand-

brook," tee fornial. Slhe decides on -~ My dear Mr.

Sandbrook," as indicating the proper degree of


