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wvere tiot near %,ou. If they were, Belle Marie would have found
anlothier friend. She is only something to amuse yourself with
and(-atid-"' here she broke down utterly, and covering lier
faLce wvith lier hiands burst into a passion of tears.

-Belle Marie ! nma Belle! What do you niean? Who bas

told you sucli a thing? Why my darling, I have wondered and

At the term of endearment she drew berseif up haughtily
and said. N ýeyer cail me that again. That word is onlY
meuait for those whmit suîts--he tells me."

.I know wvhomn you meurn, Marie ; the young brave who
lia,, been your lover from ehildhiood, and you cannot see the
reason lie lias done so? He kilows I love you," She looked up
at iii. - Ves! ten thotusand times better than lie does! But
lie dosnot knwthat T had resolved never to tell you; you are
but a chuld in years comipared with me, and summer and winter
arce the direct opposites of eacb other." She was looking at

imii wonderingly, almiost incredulously-but she answered slow-
Iy. Love mie? An Indian niaiden ? A forest girl? Why,
yoiur people wvotld scomn you for it."

.. My peuple are nothing to me now. Will you marry me,
mii Belle? See ! the tide is almnost at your feet, corne with me
aiid give nie youir answer as we walk on."

WVith a bonifd she sprang up the ro& and was standing at its
summiit almiost before lie realized she had heard him, and when
lie too reaclied the top, lie could see bier fleeing like a deer away
acruss the opeii, but tlie dlays went on into weeks before hie saw
lier again.

Q)ue miorning lie was sittiug at bis tent door basking in the
Septemiber unushinie, thinkiing dreamnily of " La Belle," when lie
beardl a rustlixîg amonig the trees, and a moment after she stood
before himi, lookinig stnaiglit into his eyes, bier own containing a
plain auiswer to the question lie lad asked lier so long before.
As if that question liad been asked but a moment previous she

"Ves I I will le your wife; if you are sure, perfectly sure
that you love mie, and mie only." Not a word of explanation


