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Housing in Great Britain and Canada—Continued.

health and contentment of the people of this land for many
generations to come lies to a large extent in the hands
of the bodies which they themselves elect to manage their
local concerns. It is a test of capacity; it is also a test
of democracy.

Will the local councils rise to their opportunity and justify
the trust which has been placed in them? To judge by
the numbers of schemes which have been prepared, there
is every reason to believe that they will. But it is most
necessary that everyone should fully realise that the re-
sponsibility does not rest with the local councils alone.
Even the best local authorities are the better and the
stronger if an active interest in their proceedings is taken
by the electors, while, on the other hand, if good houses
are not provided wherever needed, if unfit houses are not
made fit, if slums are not cleared, every local elector must
bear his or her share of the blame.

Equally is it the concern of every lo
to think of housing in terms of the present need, b
to the future, and to see to it that the local authority
doing the same. Although it is not to be expected that
every local authority, while engaged in drawing up its
housing scheme, will also prepare a town plan, yet any
building which they may undertake should be considered
in relation to the effect it will have upon the future de-
velopment of the area. The new Act empowers the Minis-
try of Health to require any local authority at any time
to prepare a town plan. It is to be hoped, however, that,
now that the subject is so much in everyone’'s mind, there
will be little need for a central Department to stimulate
or coerce, but that each local authority will make every
possible use of the new powers with which they are en-
trusted with the view of playing their part in making the
England of the future a country of happy, healthy homes.

Acquisition of Land.

To turn to -certain details, it may be pointed out that
among the important alterations in the law brought about
by the Act, is the simplification and cheapening of the ac-
quisition of land for housing purposes. The Local Authori-
ties had already power, with the sanction of the Local
Government Board, to acquire land compulsorily where
they could not obtain it by agreement, but further facili-
ties were needed to make this power fully effective.

The provisions as to the assessment of compensation
are especially important in connection with slum clear-
ances. The heavy prices which had formerly to be paid
by Local Authorities for land coveted by insanitary dwell-
ings was one of the chief obstacles to the improvement of
the poor districts in towns. The new Act, in conjunction
with the Acquisition of Land Bill, will afford much relief
in this respect.

Not only is the price to be paid for such land in future
to be the value of the land as a site cleared of buildings,
but where the land is to be used for re-housing or as an
open space the price will be fixed by officials valuers at a
lower rate than if it were to be used for factories or other
more remunerative purposes. In order that there may be
no unfairness as between Jand owners through this dif-
ferentiation of price according to the purposes for which
the land is to be used, it is provided that, if one portion
of the land so acquired is to be used for re-housing and an-
other portion for business premises, while the valuation
for the two parts will be at different rates, the price for
the whole will be pooled, and all the land owners will be
paid at the same rate. “

Acquisition of Houses.

The new power given to Local Authorities to purchase

houses of any interest therein may increase the provision
There may be

of working-class dwellings in two ways:
cases where a Local Authority can buy and let to working
men suitable houses which would. otherwise not be avail-
able for them. The more frequent use of this power,
however, would no doubt be in the direction of buying
houses at present too large or otherwise unsuitable for the
working classes and no longer useful for other purposes
and converting them into flats.

It is also to be noted that a Liocal Authority may contract
for the purchase or lease to them of houses suitable for
the working classes, whether built at the date of the con-
tract or intended to be built thereafter.
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House Ownership.
Tor those who prefer to own rather than rent a house,
increased facilities are given by the new Act.
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By the amendments to the Small Dwellings Acquisition
Act, a Local Authority or a County Council, can now lend
up to 85 per cent. of the value of any house not exceeding
in value £800, to enable any person resident in the district
to buy the house in which he lives or intends to live.

Another method, however, of attainirig the same object
is provided by section 15 (1) (d) of the Act, under which
a Local Authority may, with the consent of the
Ministry of Health, sell any houses acquired or erected
by them on the land under a scheme, and may agree to
the payment of part of the price being secured by a mort-
gage on the premises.

It is an important qualification to the latter power that
it must be a condition of such sale that the houses shall
not be used by any person for the time being having any
interest in them for the purpose of housing persons in
his employment.

Improvements and Repairs.

Reference has already been made to the cheaper terms
upon which it will now be possible to obtain land for slum
clearances. This eases the obligation which rests upon
Local Authorities to wipe out of existence the slum areas
and the unfit houses which are incapable of improvement
and to take steps for the improvement of those which need'
it and are capable of it. It is to be remembered that
while outside London, Town .and Urban District Councils
are the authorities concerned under Part 1, of the Act of
1890 in the clearing of slum areas, not only they, but, the
Rural District Council, also, are responsible under Part II of
the Act of 1890 for minor clearances and for closing and
whAere necessary, demolishing unfit houses and for removing:
buildings which gravely interfere with proper ventilation
or are otherwise obstructive.

B){ means of their powers of closing houses and of pre-
vgntmg nuisances, the Local Authorities could always in-
sist upon the remedying of many evils in working-class
d-wellings,. They can, if such a dwelling is not reasonably
fit ff)x: human habitation, serve a notice upon the owner
requiring him, within a reasonable time, to do such work
as may be necessary, but it is, of course, important in the
present exceptional circumstances, that discretion be used
in the demands which authorities make upon owners.

Moreover, a Local Authority may lend money to a house
owner to enable him to carry out such work as may be
necessary for the reconstruction, enlargement or improve-
ment of a house or building to make it suitable as a dwell-
ing for the working classes.

Government Publications.

In order to assist everyone concerned in i
fletails of the new Act, the Ministry of Healr?t?sattizu;ogrirtg?
ing out a four-page leaflet, setting out briefly its princi-
pal provisions. A copy of this leaflet is being sent to
each member of Local Authorities. A booklet has also
been prepared by the Ministry, and is being published b
them in conjunction with the Ministry of Reconstructioi
as one' of the series of “Reconstruction Problems,” entitled
“Housing: The Powers and Duties of ILocal Au’thorities 1

8,000 MILES OF RURAL TELEPHONE CO
IN SASKATCHEWAN. SIRHETION

Rural telephone construction this year in i
oho the pr

Saskatchewan is stated by Mr. D. C. McNab to pbg‘;llxilgﬁt(l)f
%bov'e normal, with condition healthy and prospects br'ighl?r
‘While thgre have been years,” said Mr. McNab, ‘“4n whicﬁ
?;lo:ef raprzl 5develop_ment has been made, it is estimated

at from 7,500 to 8,000 new telephone mil i
pleted this year.” D o

“The statement has frequently been T
possible to forecast the development inh:a::i%ytgsttclvtw;s l‘m;i
therefore not practical to plan comprehensively fo;' aflt
future growth. Unfortunately, places in this country h o
b}een unplanned from the beginning, and by treating ada:i‘;e
tions and developments in piecemeal fashion, a ch %
grov‘fth has occurred, resulting in the above er;'oneou a(ZItlc
ductl‘on‘ The leading cities in the United States havz 3
cognized the dangers and harmful consequences of o
regulated expansion, and have been adopting regulat‘un-
as to use, districts and building restrictions.”—Sask s
wan Municipal Department. - s o



