
CANADIAN MUNICIP~AL JOURNAL

Housing in Great Britain anid CanSdaf-OofltflUed.

bealth and contentment of tbe people of thi$ land for many
generations to come lies to a large extent in the bande
of the bodies wbich tbey themeelves elect to manage their
local concerne. It is a test of capacitY; it le also a test
of democracy.

Will the, local councils rIse to their opportunity and justify
the trust whicb bas been piaced in them? To judge by
the numbers of scbemes wbich have been prepared, there
is every reason to believe that tbey wlll. But it is most
necessary that everyone sbould fully mealls that the re-
sponsibllity dos not rest witb the local councils alone.
Even the best local authorities are the better and the
stronger If an active interest In their proceedilige is taken
bY the electore, while, 'on the other hafld, If good bouses
are nlot provided wberever needed, if unfit bouses are flot
made fit, If elume are not cleared, every local elector mauet
bear bis or ber ebare cf tbe blame.

Equally le it theconcerfi of everY local elector nlot only
*to tblnk of housing In terme of the prescit needi but to look
to the future, and to see to it that the local authorlty 15
dolng the saine. Altbough it is not to be expected that
every local autbority, whlle engaged ln drawiflg up its
bousing echeme, will also prepare a. towfl plan, yet any
building which. tbey may undertake sbould be considered
in relation to the effect it wlll have upoxi the future de-
velopment of the area. Tbe new .Act empowers the Minis-
try of Health to require any local authority at any time
to prepare a town plan. It la to be hoped, bowever, that,
now that the eubject 15 s0 xnuch in everyone'e mmid, there
will be littIe nieed for a central Departmeflt to stimulate
or coerce, but tbat eacb local authority wili malte every
possible use o! the new powers with which they are en-
trusted with the view of playitiS their part in making tbe

England of the future a couintry of happy, healthy homes.

Acquisition of Land.
To turu to certain details, it fuay be pointed out that

among the important alterations in the law brought about

by the ,Act, is the simplification and cheapenifig of the ac-
quisition of land for bousins purposes. The Local Authori-

ties had already power, wlth the sanction o! the Local

Governmetit Board, to acquire land coxUpulsorly where

ThE
aire e
ances

By the axnendments to the Small Dweilings Acquisition
Act, a Local Autbority or a County Council, can. now lend
up to 85 per cent. of the value of any house nlot exceeding
in value £800, to enable any person resldent in the district
to buy the house ia wbich he lives or intends to live.

Another method, however, of attainlng the same object
is provided by section 15 (1) (d) of the Act, under wbich
a Local Autbority may, with the consent of the
Minlstry of Healtb, sell arny bouses acqulred or erected
by them. on the land under a scheme, and may agree to
the payment of part of the price being secured by a mort-
gage on the premnIses.

It le an Important qualification te the latter power that
It must be a condition of such sale that the bouses shaîl
flot be tised by any person for the time being baving any
interest In them ýfor the purpose of housing. persona ln
his employmnent.

Improvements and Repaire.
Reference bas already been made to the cbeaper terme

upon whlch it wlll now be possible to obtain land for skum
clearances. This easesl the obligation wbich reste upon
Local Authorities to w1pe'out of existence the'slum areats
and the unfit bouses whlch are Incapable of improvement,
and to taJte steps for the Improvemnent of tbose wblch need
it and are capable of it. It la to be remembered the 1
while outside London, Town -and Urban District Councils
aire the authorities concerned under Part 1, of tbe Act of
1890 in the clearing of Blum areas, nlot only they, but, the
Rural District Council, also, are responsible under Part Il of
the Act o! 1890 for minor clearances and for closing and,
where necessary, demollshlng unfit bouses and for removing
buildings which gravely Interfere with proper ventilation
or are otberwise obstructive.

By means of their powers of clotsing bouses and of pre-,
venting nuisances, the Local Authorities could always ln-
siet upon tbe remedying of many evils ln working-class
dwellings,. They can, if such a dwelling le not reasonabîy
fit for human habitation, serve a notice upon the owner
requiring hlm, wlthin a reasonable time, to do sucb work
as may be necessary, but it le, o! course, important la the
present exceptional circumstances, tbat ciscretion be used
ln the demande which authorltfl~ make upon owners.

Moreover, a Local Âutbority mnay lend money to a bouse
owner to enable hlm to carry out such work as may be
necessary for the reconstruction, enlargement or imnprove-
ment of a bouse or building to make it suitable as a dwell-
ing for the working classes.

lI order to ass
details of the neAi
las' ont a foaur-na.

Pubii

ý on
is.

September, 1 919.


