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A National Highway as, a National Monument of Peace
BY THE EDITOR.

In 1917 this Journal urged the b~uilding of a
Transcontinental Higliway across Canada as a
xnemorial to our soldiers, and to-day-two years
afterwards-with peace in sight we are mùore' in-
pressed than ever of the value of, sucli a road. It
lias been well said that tlie splendid roads of France
were one of the means of beating the Germans and
across the line the excellent State roads. enabled our
American Allies to transport many hundreds of tliou-
sands of tons of foodstuffs and other necessities to
Europe wlen their railways broke down. We do not
care about repeating ourselves, but in view of the
incr'eased 'Intcrest now being taken ini a national
highiway and for the benefit of our new'readers,
though not we hope at the expenlse of our old friends,
we republish the following taken from our issue of
May,_1917:

This present war has made the people of Canada realize,
as they'have neyer before, the great distances of their own
great country. In the transportation of our soldiers from
the 'West to the Fast, before their crossIng of the Atlan-
tic to the seat of war the imagination has been fired of
those of us who have been left behlnd to know something
more of those hinter lands which could produce 8uch splen-
did specimans of manhood as those we see In our Eastern
railway yards and at the posts of embarkation. Our Ima-
gination goes beyond the railroad, but alas, we cannot get
there for we have no roads to take us; we caunot get into
personal touch with our far distance neighbors and kim,
or they with us of the East. Tt le true that the great trans-
continental railways have lessened the distances - fromn
a fortnight te a day - and the telegraph and the tele-
phone have annihilated distance altogether, thus making
these great Inventions real factors In welding a nation
tegether. Yet good roads have always been and must re-
main the. truc arteries by which the people traverse the
country. To take teL the road means something more than
walking or ridiug se many miles, it means the feeling of
idependence inboru in eaclh onxe of us. Prc>bably thisre

are no more efficient mens of keeping the people ou the.
land than good rends; eertaiuly thnt country is best off
ths± bas pleuty ef permanent highways, as illustrated lu
the. contented spirit of the people. As a local Investmeut
tee good ronds have always paid Iu bringing outlying dis-
tricts nearer te the ralroads and to each ether, and why
net a national highway invested In by the nation.

iour March issue (1916) we urigedl the building of a
NATIONAL HIGHWAY acroSs Canada te serve as a
gxa peace monument and a practical demonstration of
o ur grat efuluess te those who hadl sacriflced their lives
for us on the fields of :Planders. At that tîme we might
h~ave beten a little tee previous, though we were not the
first by mauy years te suggest a national highway, but
publie thought liks events moves rapidly these days an.l
In again taklng up the subject with the idea of bringing
it te a logical conclusion we have with us a number of
national and provincial unions and associations, including
the Unien of Canadian Munieipalittes and the Dominion

n--. A- 1f* fhe,4~ta 4,,,rl ifr

ernments have encouraged the rural municipalities, by
paying a large part o! the cost, great Improvements have
been made throughout Canada In local highiways. An of
which means, that the Dominion is well served by many
uetworks of local, county and provincial -thoroughfares,- but
as yet there is no connecting iink between the differeut
systems s0 that for eceuomic ýreasons alous a trunk road
la very necessary.

This great trunl< road should be buiJt from the Atlantic
to the Pacifie.

Such a highway wouid be a great work, worthy of Can-
ada, worthy of her splendid army sent acrosc the se"s
and worthy 0f ber sons and daughters who have. made
the supreme sacrifice. So that it would in deed an~d in fact
be a monument tQ these who wilI have made it possible
for us te have tha t which we term liberty, the whole'of
the road should be bulît by returned soldiers under miii-
tary discipline - but witli civilian pay. At the end ef the
long Peninsular and Napoleonic wars the British army, In-
stead of being disbanded and so thrust oni an already im-
poverishsd country, was utilized in building many of Eng-
land's famnous roads. By the time the roads were corn-
pîste, national and local conditions had become normal
and the country better fittéd to aasimilate, the 'soldiers
te civîlian lite; andthe game procedure should take place
iu Canada.

We would even suggsst that such a transcontinental read
should take the place of the many monuments of stone
that have already been moeted, which while excellent Ra
showIng a sense o! gratitude, are net serviceable and too
eften are monstrosities and eyesores. In stead then of suceh
memnorials mile stones could be placed along the great
national read with proper memorial tablets se that those
who 'pass along on Its surface lu the future will know
that the people o! Canada lu the twentieth century kuew
how te henor their brave dead.

Such a national. highway must be built strong enough
te last, with proper maintenance, for all Urne. That Is, It
must be what le termed a, permanent road, built e! Can-
adian mnaterlal. Tt must be permanent enough to be almost
f001 proof and under sharp inspection invincible te the
machinations of the 'grafter."

To talcs the colitrol eut o! party politics a permanent
comm~ission of twelve men sheuld be appointed as under:
tîrsee selected lby the. Federal Government, 1two of whom
should be engineers, and oe snch seiected by the Pro-
vincial Goveruments, preferably the. deputy minieter of roads,
as lu Ontario and Quebec, and the commissioner of high-
wnys lu the other provinces. And this commission slieuld
have the selection of the route.

This brings up the question of cost and the problem of
raising of the moey. To buiid sufficient iength o! uew
roadway and te repair eld roadways se as te have a con-
tinueus hlghway o! elghteen or twenty f eet betw.en Van-
couver and Halifax, and including Vanucouver Island, will
take about 3,500 miles e! new rond, or its equal, and the.
cost would be about $20,000 a mile, o>r $70,000,000. Sîich
a huge sum would bc unthinkable thres years 'age but
the. Canadian people have siiowu since then what theyt can
do lu raislng money when given the incentive. and such a'i
incentive le now befere us In the great ceast te co-ist hitrh-
wny. Hew the money sheuld be raised might be along the
followlng Iines:

Haif of the sum required ($85,000,000) by the Fcieral
government, by a bond issue.

This weuld mean that every citizen lu Canada would
have a

ou-. 5M'0O0) by the Pro-
ialiti., tbrough wNh
the mileage and cost,cne 'ruaeut as per

As a
fles 'nunil


