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Prison Reformi in Ontario
MON. W. J. HANNA, Provincial Secretary

It may not be amiss to refer briefly to the origin of prison Iaboi
introductkin into Ontario. Witbin livin~g memory society deait with its c
as a class only to be pimished and, if neeessary, exterminated; idlei
enforced; torture was substituted for reform. Then it was recogni
the mereiy pu~nitive policy had completely failed, that torture sb
abandoued and that enforeed idleness was as cruel as bodily torture.
as a remedy, resort was muade to labor mereiy as a means of pun'
Frisoners were set to exhaustive work witbout any regard 'to il
productive. This was the age of treadmills, o lade cranks, of sh
and the carrying of heavy loads from plae t lc.Intm h
those as a reforinatory meastire was admitted and. th neest for pr,
lal>or was advocated.

Today -oxly extremists say -that prisoners should not bc emxpl


