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While it is true that the defectives with undesirable habits and ten-
dencies are not easily controlled, it is equally true that defectives who
are obedient and moral and industrious are apt to continue these traits
permanently. Those defectives whose tendencies are such as to make
them undesirable members of the community should not be allowed
their liberty, but should be permanently segregated in the institutions.
No other class of human beings so surely avenge neglect in their forma-
tive years, socially, morally, economically and eugenically.

The defectives who develop markedly immoral or criminalistic ten-
dencies in the schools for the feeble-minded should not be retained per-
manently in the institutions devoted to the care and training of the
average defective, for the feeble-minded are most suggestible and easily
influenced, and should be protected from the companionship and influence
of the defective with criminalistic tendencies.

These bad defectives should be committed to and cared for in an
institution especially for that type, where the discipline could be made
more rigid, and permanent detention more certain.

If twenty-five per cent. or more of the inmates of our penal and
correctional institutions are feeble-minded, it should be required that a
mental examination should be made of all inmates of such institutions,
and that those criminals who are found to be mentally defective should
not be automatically discharged to return to the community, but should
be committed to a special institution for defective delinquents, and should
be permanently segregated, and discharged only under the strictest sort
of supervised parole.

Provision should be made for the mental examination of all persons
accused of crime when there is any suspicion as to the mentality of the
accused.

There is no doubt that every state in the union needs greatly in-
creased institutional facilities for the care of the feeble-minded, not only
as a matter of justice and fairness to the feeble-minded themselves and
to their families, but as an investment which would repay the cost many
times over.

There is no panacea for feeble-mindedness. There will always be

mentally defective persons in the population of every state and country.

All of our experience in dealing with the feeble-minded indicates that
if we are to adequately manage the individual defective, we must recog-
nize his condition while he is a child, and protect him from evil influences,
train and educate him according to his capacity, make him industrially
efficient, teach him to acquire correct habits of living, and, when he has
reached adult life, continue to give him the friendly help and guidance
he needs. These advantages should be accessible to every feeble-
minded person in the state. Most important of all, so far as possible the



