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andi endeavored to move away; but the other, who was
inow thoroughly roused, perceived this niovement; lie
fiercely held bis opponent down, andi, peering into his
fa&e, cried: *'Now xvill you promise!" And at a mut-
teî ed negative reply, he forcibly puslied bis brother
headlong over the precipice, hie hinmself escaping a like
fate only by the rnerest chance. The mnan uttered a
crvY as bie fell, and niade futile efforts to grasp the jag-
ged points of rock against which bis body heavilv
struck. The other arose and watclied hinm until lie
was swallowed tîp in the darkness, and then listenied
until, even arnic the hoxvling of the storni, lie beard an
uinwonted splasbi in tbe seething surge beloxv.

J ust tlhen came the gentie souind of a bell, faint and
niuffled, but distinct-of the warniing bell on the
shoal beyond-one,-two,-three,- in slow, deliberate
succession; and then the xvind veered round.

As the weird sounids reached bis ear, one after
anotber, the- manî stared out over the wild sea-at
nothing. H-e put bis bands to, bis head, andl mutttere(l
a cry-looked quickly and fearfully down and about
lîin-and turned and lied into the darkness.

II.
M\any years after, a man xvas sittiîîg before a desk

iii a dimly-lighted library, gazing ont into the nighit.
l'le sky was overcast with dark, heavy clouds, and the
air was filled with a substance that xvas neither raiîî nor
snow. and whicli the wind drove furiouisly where it
willed. The chilling cold penetrated even into the
I eomIl. The condition of thie weather always biad aý
profound effect on this mnan's mind, but to-nighit it was
only one cause of bis deep (lejection.

His business affairs, wbich biad steadilY beeîî go-
ing fromi baci to worse, biad corne to a crisis. lie hiad
been infornîed, but a few moments before, that the
ventures in which hie had rashly risked the greater part
of what remained of bis fortune, bad been comiplete
failures. He sat try ing to realize bis loss, but bis mind
wvas in a chaos. Fie felt in need of some stimulant, and
arose au(l unlocked a small cupboard fromn wbicbi lie
took a bottie and a glass. Fie poured no small portion
of the contents of the boule into the glass, and swal-
lowecl the liquor with a gulp. Drinking was one of
the habits bie liad retained fromn bis vouinger clays, and(
of late bis visits to tbe cupboard hiad been becoining
mucre and more frequent.

lHe feit better after his drink, however, and began,
in an indefinite way, to review tbe affairs of bis life.
He w'ent fartber and farther back into lus past until
lie came to, a period about a year before bis marriage.
Fartber back than that lie dared not go. 1-e bad corne
t.) a vague understanding witb biniself, the reason for
wbicli he neyer put plainly before bimi, that tbe cover
of tlie past xvas not to, be lifted fromn bis earlier career.
\VI.en tbe debts acquired ;i his wild days liad been
paîd, lie liad entered commercial life. Soon after, lie
liaýi married a wonman of some social standing. Ne
knew now that bis marriage had been one of con-
venience, witb advantages for botli parties. Real love
liad iîever existed between himself and bis wife. She
was an ambitious wornan, socially, and so long as she
bad had the mneans of gratifying bier own wishies in tbis
connection, she liad not troubled lier busband much.
Ne wondered how luis wife and bis dauigbter, wbo, was
nituch like bier mother in ebaracter, would take luis loss;
for some change would have to be made in their bouse-
bold arrangements. Hie gaw hie could look to them

for little synîpatlîy, and hie fett bitter against ail th e
world. Hie Perceived now what a forlorn wretchli e
really was. How chilly it was, too! Fie gave a con-
viilsive shiudder, and made another application to tlue
bottle in the cupboard.

As lie xvas about to reseat himself, lie lîeard the
(listant bell of tbe new Court-bouse striking tbe hour
of nîne. I-I e did not like the sound of tbat new bell.
It i eseib!ed too closely other sounds, wbicbi frequently
came to bauint binui ont of bis, past, bringing witu them
feverislî visions. But lie felt hie muist be calrn tbis nigbit.
And so, after pacing til anl clown tbe roonu for a finie,
lie finally decidecl to busý' lunuseîf with lus papers and
find ont the exact state of luis affaîrs. Fie settled bii
self down to bis long, tedious tasl, andl examilned and
wrote and figured for houirs, scarcely noting tlîe fliglit
of tinue. It xvas distracting worlc, tbougb, especially
to one lu bis condition of nîind, anuc it re(]uirecl effort
on bis part to persevere in it. FIe lirouglit tlîe bottie
and glass froni the cupboard to luis desk, andI to thesc
lue luad frecînent recourse during bis operations. On
an(1 on into, the nigbit bie worked. Fis xvife anud
(latghter came borne, but bie w~as too mucu takeni up
xx ith finishing bis task to bestow on thein muore tban a
passing thotugbt. They in their turn, lie was vaguely
C(Aisciouis, dit! not seenu to trouble theniselves iii tlue
least abotut binui. As lie neared the conupletioti of bis

lirk e began to nuake application directl -y to the
bottle xvîthout the mediation of the glass. lie noted
wi'tli indifference tbat lie was half-intoxicated. But at
last bis work wxas finisbed. It was as hie bad feared; lie
xvould be left penniless.

l'or a long tinie bie sat brooding. Fie was ruiiiet
and friendless. Fie felt what tluat nucant. Of what use
xvas bis life, anyway? Fie did not kinow; but bie felt
soine peculiar conupunctioxi abotut killing hiniself iii a
(leliberate mniner. Fis mind, bowever, was too upset
to think ecearly, and lie took a drinuk from tlue bottle.
Ile lool<ed ont of the xindow at tlue stornu, and sluivered
involuintarily at wliat bie saw tbere. It only added to
luis desolation. XVheî liad lie seen a niglut like tluat be-
fore? Just tbeu tbe wind bore to luis ears the faint,
iiiiffled sotind of the toxvn-clock. Fie started. It
strutck<,-onice,-twice Fie listeined, fearftnlly, expecting
a third stroke. B3ut it did not coîne. In bis oýver-
wrvouglit, nervous state, liowever, tbere luad graclually
bcen creeping inito lus iiiiîud a scene which hie could
onily blot ont by' a terrible effort. Feeling faint, bie took
another (Irauiglit fronu the bottle. Then hie looked at
his xvatch; it was two o'clock. Fie turued clown the
gas and reseatec iiinuself. He wouild take a rest before
lie tried to corne to somne final decisioxi. Fis eyes
slowly closed, and his head feIl over tlue back of the
chair, face ipxvarcls, luis nuotlî gaping. And in tluis
xxav lie felI into a troubled sleep.

Fie slept for soîuue tinue: but suddeîuly bie nîoved
(îuckly. Fis muoutli opened w'ider, antI lis bot breatli
canme quicker. He xvas luaving a terrible niglîtîîare.
On a wild, stornmy îîglit lie saw liiîuîself and a compan-
ion making their way along tbe edge of a rugged cliff,
xvbîch looked ont tîpon thue sea. They spoke togetlier,
quarreled,-struggled; and lie saw luiniself burl luis
coxupanion over the cliff into thîe sea! As lie heard thue
bodv strikre the water witu a duill splash, bis eyes
opened in fear. The xvind ivas beating thîe beavy, half-
fornued sleet agaiust the wiîîdow-pane ini impetuions
hlasts. liTe arose to brigliteu bis dim sturrotindings by


