
"STATE AID" vs. PRIVATE ENTERPRISE.

To the Editor of THE VARSI TY:

(-Ur name is Jobann Van Winkle and wve have the
bOrior of being a descendant of the renowvned old mani Rip
Van Winkie. XVe are not in the habit of throwing inuc
aLt the devoted bead of our ancestor inerely for paîstirne,
but inl justice to ourseif we cannot refrain fromn joining
With those who tbink the old gentleman was shamnefully
"'Y. Indeed, we rejoice openly in tbe fact that the
admniyture of French and Saxon biood with that of aur
arrcestor hias changed alrnost beyond recognition the
characteristics of the famiiy. 'Ne are not prepared, how-
ever, to join in the merrimient caused by the spectacle of
the Ild man's bewiiderment upon awaking from his long

SepOn the other band hie bias our sincere sympatby
aInd for reasons wbich xviii becomre evident.

We are a student of medicine, and sorrowfuliy we con-
fess We are a none too-successfui student of inedicine at
that. We are not brilliant, but we think we have a
cerebrum of average size witb a corresponding depth of
Strici and a modest developinent of gray matter. \Ve are

aSenlior, and even at this eariy period of the session a
"grin spectre " of next spring's examination baunts us at

e1very turn. \Ve endeavor ta escape bis hideous presence,
but in vain. We walk the bospital, the spectre is with us.
We try ta read, lie looks at us from tbe pages of our book.

We cali on a friend, the spectre giowers att us witb eyes of

kore We attend lecture.s--at long intervals, we butnt for
li0cls Bacillus, we try in every conceivable way to get
idof him but lie is at our side, uinder aur microscope o

Orn oTe other place fromn wbich lie persistently refuses to

NOW Mr. Editor, wlîereas our ancestor was Ilhlen-
jPecked,'- you see we are "lspectre-pecked," He becamne

sublet to the speil of Morpbeus and xve bave been spectre-
driven into an oescuiapian speil. To our shame we bave

50ones absorbed in our studies tbat through ail tbis

re8onsf banqueting we bave quietly pursuied the dîuli
ronsof our work and left merriment to tbose who are

light of heart.
Alas ! It is iîot twenty long years of sweet obiivious-

iless, nor even twenty weeks of uninterrupted attention to

foirtud of iedicine. Ere long we are rnidely raused

b P.ir speil by a great clairnor. Our vLsseis tlîrob, our
Oarn reels from the sbock of tbis sudden axvaking. Soon
'le drowsv~ seîîses percerve that tbe noise proceeds from
~W0uld-e leader of men wbo is iustily delivering bis

harangue. Carefully we try to listen to xvhat he says, but
Our torPid auditory sense can listinguisbi no wvorcI rîntil at
the end of a sentenîce comne the words Ilstate aid.' B3e-
corTii more accustomed to the din we becar "lvested

'lhs As the speaker proceeds we learn tbiat hie coin-

PanOf being taken advantage of--al ! 1 beg bis

Paron Mr. Editor, 1 uean that bie is protesting against
the abuse of the public trust xvhereby the people's money

rS Viu into cliannels unsuitabie to biiii.
Suddenîy our senses are ail awakened by the astound-

lg Statement that " tbe University Medicai Faculty must
go ife Our prophet-agitator gives but a three years' lease
bfie to tbis il-fated facultyl! Upon bearing this we

cornie frantic and in mad baste set out in searcb of some
fliCniber of this doomed staff of medical martyrs. \Ve
P'cture themr to ourseif as pale, liaggard, nervous beings

OnWbose faces the Il Hectic FIushb ' of their disteiper

tpoeyt tîte quicIkly-approaching end. \Ve know that

crin1 are rlot perfect, and that thougbi the practice of indis-

ble nmrate bleeding is out of date they do not biesitate to
ai]»d us freeiy --not of tbe red hlood-corpuscie but of the

to 14Iortntred cent. Stili we think tbey somietimes try

horr01 their best in otber directions as weil, and we are
r.stricken at the thougbit of tîieir untimeiy dissolution.
Our searcli is soon rewarded and our anxious Ce'C

behOîds several professors in a group. Heavens ! Tbey
aIre siling and talking merrily. Upon tlieir faces is f0o

look of wanness, nio sign of dreadi. On all couintenances
are seen those looks of conteinment and mature wisdoin
wbich characterize successful mernbers of the medical
profession. Thcy soon disperse; one going calmnly to give
a clinic on bis lately-devised arnd very successful treatment
of Colles' Fracture "; anotber to propound a new tlieory as
to tbe origin of Epitbeiiome ; a tbird to show lus ciass
how ta staiiî and mount tbe bacilins Typhosîs, and SO on].

Eacbi mani proceeds ini lus work witb tliat cooiness and
deliberation which seems to say-niore plainly than words
can express it-I" \X'e are biere to stay."

Back we rush to our agitator's stump, mixious to learii
how we could have been so mnuch iistaken, but we bear
the saine refrain. The fact is onie or two new listeriers bave
corne upon the scene and lie lias begur bis speech again.

Tfli speaker is a mai past middle life. I-e bias a
pseudo-earnest expression on bis face as lie begins bis
addiess to a straggiing, semi-attentive audience, and the
hurden of luis remiarks is as aforesaid. As bie proceeds lie
works liimself it 0 suclu a Ilfine frenzy " tlîat lie compels
even uîîwiiliig cars to bisten.

Seeinîg a tail, clever-iookiîîg stranger at our side we turn
to biim to ask some questions, and as we do so the cynical
curve of bis upper lip is lost iii a pleasant snîiie, and we
recogrîize an old school-mate wlio, after finishing a brilliant
arts course at the University of Toronto, bias been reading
and travelling in Europe for two years. \Ve seize our
opportuiîity anîd aur frieîîd's button-bole and ask Il wbo
tlîis agitator is ?

'Ne are told thiat lie is a weli-knowîî plîysician.
\Vbat is wrong witli ii ?
Obi A mere iîotbing 1 He only wislîes the Govern-

nient to reverse its liherai policy in regard to inedicai edu-
cationî so that hie may îîot lose money whicbi lie hiad the
chance of saving but indignantly refused to try to save
untii too late."

Tlîinking our frieîîd rather severe, we turn to the
speaker aîîd listen. 'Ne are iînpressed by bis apparent
devotion to the people's interests and liazard tbe question:

IBut is lie not seekiîîg to protect tlîe iîîterests of tlîe
public ?"

Civiiity is our frreîîd's strong point, but this is too muclu

for hum. He tuirrs to us with sucb a coiîtemptuous
glance that lie ebilîs us to the niarrow of our bones, and
makes ecdi separate luair on our biead stand erect.

Il 'Niere bave you heeri all these years, you innocent?
\Ve tell Iiim tbat tbe peculiarities of or ancestors hâàve

sliown thinselves mîarkedly iii us, aiid that we bave mil
lately becoîîîe aroused to wbat îs going on around us. 'f le
recoliectiori of a circunîstalice lbaif-forgotten, seemis ta
pass thronghi our friend's mind, biis expression changes anîd
lie apologizes very bunîbiy-for hrmii.

IHave you beard wvlat this mari lias been saying,
J ohan? "

\Ve tell inii tbat xve bave lîcard mrost of it but, baviiîg
giveiî the ruatter discussed no consideratiori, we are not pre-

pared ta dispute the trîith of this agitator's statements,
tlionghu we are grieved ta liear hiiii denounce thîe existing
state of affairs.'

Il 1 arn surprised, Jolianli, tlîat you or any otiier under-
graduate, iii arts or medicirie, of the University of Toronto,
sbould be unahie ta fully repiy ta ail the arguments tbat tbis

mnr briuîgs agaiîîst 1State aid' of auj' branch of Scientific
Educatiori. bPreviaus ta the eStablishrîient af the Medicai

Faculty of the Uniiversity of Taronito, this man's eyes

were strarîgely shirt ta tlîe iiiiquity of state aid being given

ta Scierîtific Ediicatron iii ather branches, sucb as civil

enîginîeering, etc. But wlîerî the Unîiversity begins to

exterîd hier field of uisefulness ta iiedicinie, and wben lier

efforts are being, crawîîed xvitlî success, liecomes before

the public witlr tle cry that ' vested rigbits' bave been

interfered with ! lie dlaimis ta take bis stand on an

impregriabie principle of pohiticai ecanorny', whîich asserts

tlîat tlie State is not jîrstified iii eniployiîig Public moricys

ta prodîrce an article (?) wlîich experience lias sliowm that


