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ýhe tîrne-honored J)erennial question, the
status of the teacher. It le well known by
those who value education that teachers are
underpaid and undervalued. On the surface
it would seem that the teacher is better paid
today than five years ago. But that le flot
truc. Five years ago $600 would buy 500
bushels of wheat; today $800 will buy about
350 bushels of wheat. And though soule say
the teacber's living doesn't depend on wheat
atone, stili, these figures show that thinge are
flot what they seern, and the teacher is no
richler nlow than before. The Department of
Education and the Trustees' Association,
whieh le the power behind the throne, both
soe the situation, the publie is bcbig cdu-
eated to the situation, and the future looks
better.

Stili, a person underpaid is undervalued.
There are cases wbere tec<hers are taken
into the councils of trustees, but tbLes cases
-ire tilt too few. There arc cases where the
teacher figures la the social life of the coin-
rnuuiity, ou cocards of trade and the municipal
couacils, but these cases are ail too rare. But
iS t 'lot possible, to quote the words of a
\ ery great wrlter, that

''The fnult, dear Brutus, is flot in our
stars, bîut in ourselves that we are treated
thus.''

('an we by higlier ideals corne to be worth
more and appreciated moref

Thec question is: If the teachers are not
rightly valued, should the teachers dernand
higher pay and recognitionf There are those
who want drastie action and thoso-conserva-
tive-who feel that

''Freedom slow]y broadens dowit
From precedeat to precedent,''

and that it is dangerous to go too fast. I
am a member of a club that meets once a
week to diseuse religions questions, and the
miotto of the club is: ''We may not ait think
alike, but ail muet be friends." I think this

a eygood motto, and so if in our discussion
on Thursdny rnornlng we do not aIt thinli
alike, if there are differences of opinion, lot
us avoid ail acrimonlous debate.

There is a great deal of talk nowadays
about reconstruction, which, as Major New-
combe says, is not reconstruction, but con
etructiou. Many have sacrificed much lu the
past war, many have given ail, many are ly-
lng nder the sod lu Etauders and France.
for the defence of democracy, and we should
'lot, will uot, be cousiderod patriots because
of what someone else has doue, but as thest!
others, for what we are willing to give.

lu the Methodist Church, of whieh 1 Rni
a member, there waS au otd man who, when-
ever a strange preacher came to ehurch, used
to staud up and eutogize the Methodist
Chureh. Que day wheu a strauge mainiqter
was in the piupit, this old man, after going
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on as usuat, said: ''It's au economical
churcli. I 've been a member for forty years,
and la ail that time it has ouly cost me
twenty-five cents." The preacher leaned ont
of the pulpit, looked at the man for a min-
ute, then snld ''God bless your stingy old
sont. ''

Sonietiînes I wondler if the blataut l)fitriot-
isrn of sorte of us le not like the -MIe' iodisîn
of that f orty year mimber.

When I have scen what is writtei, on re-
construction, and wbat this it-sî,îaiu nd
that are saying, it seeins to me( the ount ' w,-ay
le that of the Carpenter of N1''c . A
nation wilt be grent aeicrdling io the nuiiiber
cf pure and noble mcn and womcn in it, a"d
as the doctrine of the Mian of N-.ebpre-
va ils.

I would beg the teaebler to take lîmnnty
loito the sebool ro0cm. I was in a horne
wherce there was a littie girl, a r bibi surroinid
cd by lov e and affection at home, sîje
came home l)rokeil-bearted one day w-cause
the tencher had doubted bei word. The
teacher had forgotten that this l1fte tot was
an atorn of humanity.

At Normal I once knew a girl, a beautiful
character, wbo told me of a sl'ckuoss she had,
of an infirmity caused by it, and co' the per-
secut ion she endured at the hauds of her
high school teacher because cf this infirîaity.
0f course, the teacher dida 't know--h.ut
shouldli't she know? That is why I want
hurnnnitv in the school room-to guide the
tencher la bier treatrnent cf those in her
charge.

1 shall close this addrees with a quotat ion
cf Kipting's that gives a picture. cf the life
of the worker ln the next world:

''When Earth 's mest picture is painted aud
the tubes are twlsted and dried,

When the oldest colors have fadetl and thc
youngest critie has died,

We shall rest, and, faith, we shall needl it-
lie down for ail accn or two.

Tilt the Master of Att Good Workrneu sbahl
set us a task to do.

And those that were good shahl be hap>py, lhey
shahl sit lu a golden chair.

They shaît splash at a ton league canvai with
brushes of comet's hair.

Thcy shahl find real saluts to draw froin-
Magdateu, Peter and Paut,

They shall work for au age at a sitting aud
nover be tired at ah!l

And ouly the Master shahl praise us, aud only
the Master shahl blame;

And no on1e shaîl work for money aud no
one shaît work for fame,

But each for the jcy of workiug, and each la
bis separate star,

Shahl draw the Thing as he sees it for the
God of Things as they are.


