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seme Idea of the beautiful district of Canterbury lu
the neigbbourhood of Christchurch just previous te
harvest time. Harvest i later in the South Island,
and at the time of our trip through this country,
the grain, altbough etill green and not full grown,
stood four te five feet high on the average, and se
even was the length of the straw and the full heade
se close tegether, that at a distance a field would
have the appearauce cf a new-rnowu lawn-"l as
suooth and even aU a velvet carpet."' Some of
these " paddocks " (fields) were said te be a mile
square, and would rival our mammoth Manitoba
croe, the yield belng even greater. The ylelds cf
the Canterbury and Otage districts, the latter
lying just south cf the former, are claimed -te be
the langest in the woild, wheat averaging 35 bu-
shels te the acre, while single fields cf 70, 80, and
even 90 bushela te the acre are boasted, oat crops
giving even a greater return. The average wheat
yield for the whole of New Zealand is, however,
20 te 25 bushiels te the acre.

The gorse hedges I mentioued are unique and
picturesque. A mound cf eanth ie firet thrcwn up
and the gorse planted on top of it, thus forming

I have said cf the farrning lande about Christ-
churcb. Frein Tixnaru south tbnough the who le of
the Otago District. the land is rolling, billy, and lu
parte ineuntaincus. Self -Bindere (new of American
and English make) are used exclusively in harvest.
ing, the single reaping machine being a thing of the
pust. I amn glad te report we succeeded in laying
the foundation cf wbat I hope and helieve will be
a good trade i Toronto harvesting machinery.*
Approacbing Dunedin the railway makes several
Ilberehee bends " amenget the bille and along the
clifse by the sea, and for the last twenty miles
affords some pretty bits cf ecenery. After going
thrcugh several short tunnels, beautiful Port ChaI-
muers-the port cf Dunedin-comes jute view. It
lies at the entrance ef the Otage Harbour, which
extenda nearly nine miles up te Dunedin, and le
available for goed-sized veseels the whole distance.

Dunedin iB a splendid little city cf 25,000 te
30,000 people. It le the moat city-llke city in New
Zealand. The principal streets are neat and well-
paved, the business section rather more concen-
trated, and the public buildings are more extrava-
gant. Here oue sees more cf the genuine city life.
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But there le not the sllghtest doubt that, with
ber great rescurces and incet valuable ternitory,
Maori Land wîll shortly overcome these obstacles
te ber progresa, and in the meantime ahe bais
learned by a sad experience the old lesson, that it
ie beet te Ilmakre haste slowly." The etaple ex-
porté cf the Colony are wbeat, wool, and mutten,
the latter being preferred and bringing a bigher
pnice on tbe English market than t he Australian
mutton. Mutten and beef are shipped i steain-
shîps pnovided wîith freezing chambers wbere the
meat le carried in the frozen etate. The sbip in
whicb I arn now sailing bas a emaîl cargo cf 3,115
carcasses of Australian mutton and 800 tubs cf
butter, besides the ordinary ebip supplies, in ber
freezing rooms. The prices cf sheep In New Zea-
land range frein one te two dollars per bead. Meat
la se cheap that almost the peorest laborer may
have it ou bis table thnee times a day. This i
really a source cf evil, since too mucb meat le
eaten, and the consequent diseases are prevalent.

As will be inferred from tbe above, sheep aud
stock ralsing and agriculture are the leading indus-
tries, the latter being carried on much more exten-
sively iu the South Island than iu the North.
There are aise several rich gcld and coaI mines, and
other minerais are aiso found. New Zeeland tira-
bers are noted for their excellent propenties in
ship-building. The digging and exportiug of
Kauri guin, depesited frem the Kauni pine tree aud
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net enly an almost impassable barrier, but also a
splendid shelter from wind as well. The admi.
rably-kept farine thus hedged in and the splendid
roads-more especially in the vicinity of tewns-
forcibly reminded me of country distrieLs of eld
England. When eue tbiuke of the short apace of
turne iu whicb thîs state of perfection has been ne-
complisbed, it la a source of astonisbment.

It is much sasier te get about lu the South Island
than iu the North, there being railway communi-
cation between ail the towns and villages of any
note. Ail New Zealaud railways are under goveru.
ment management, which la far from the best. The
gauge ie very uarrew, and the cars on the wbole
are not equal te the ordinary first-class American
car (which they resemble), altbeugh the fare, first.
clas, averages five cents per mile.

£he journey from Christchurch te Dunedin by
rail. le 230 miles, paaeing through the very best of
the country. This we teok, stcpping off at Aeh-
burton and Tlmaru-each centres of the very best
agricultural districts-and at each point took a
long drive ite the country te ses it thoroughly.
To tell of what we maw would be to rehieurse what

The site is, however, nlot the moat favorable, belng
on the irregular slope of a group of hbis converg-
ing to the barbour and le too much bemmed in.

Everywhere one went in New Zealand he heard
of the Ilfinancial pania," with which the colony is
now seriouely distressed and which I bave pre-
viously rnentioned. That a seere financial depres-
sien existe there is every evidence, but as usual
Ilnewapaper talk " and the evil prognostications
of pessmiste have painted it i its blackest, and
bave not only aggravated matters, but exaggerated
the situation. The national debt of New Zealand
le at the rate of nearly as many pounds sterling pxr
capijia as the Canadian -ationldebt is dollatrs p>er
capital-a matter of no amail concern. The great
expense attending the opening up of the country,
wara With the natives, etc., and espécially bad and
grossly extravagant goverumental management have
brought this about. The recent great fail in prices
of the ataple articles of export and the consequent
depreciation of property bas been one of the prin-
cipal causes of the present depreselon, according te
some authorities.

* Since the above wua written, the Mnssey-Toronto machines
have been intrcduccd into the Colony, and have bccn se suc-
cessfil and met with suoh laver that a large and rapidly
inereasing trado has resulted-a flattering testirnony te the
worth of one of Canada's rnost flourishing industries.-L D.
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bunied lu ages past by volcanie action, forme a
large industry on the peninsula nortb cf Auckland.
Lt makes a superier grade of varnish, and is hi
great demand, the export cf the guin for 1885 being
valued at nearly £300,000 sterling. And se I
igbt naine ot-ber industries.

Týhe niest maguificent sceneny in Australasie le
lu the South Island of New Zealand, its beautiful
lakte districts being noted, while the inlets and
baye of the West Ceat Seunds are cempared te
the grand scenery cf the coas cf Norway, but our
plans for travel would not admit cf eeeing these
sights.

Froin Dunedin we went te the Bluff by sea, and as
we sailed dowu the Otage barboun bad a better
eppertunity cf seeing its beauty and that cf Port
Chalmers tban frein the railway train. ArrivIng
at the Bluff, which ie at the southeru extremity of the
island, lu the early merning, ire at once teck the
train for Iuvercargill, cf which the Bluff le the port.
Invercargillisl a scattered, unattractive toWn cf
probably 8,000 seule and presented the leaut enter-

prs cf any New Zealand city we visited. Frn
th'ece we returned te the Bluff te take oeil the saine
monning for Hobart Town, Tasmania.

And noir I muet bring thie my lengthy letter te
a close.

Mr. 31masy's ikUr oit Ta.sinania (Van Diemni's
Land) will appear in our nezt issue.
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