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Theis discoves'y by l
5
rtfessor IRanssay i a

terrestrial iniineral of the gaseosîs elenieîst
hiehiinni, hitiierto bllevcd to exist only ona the
Sisi, andi krioNvîs oîly by its spectruns, ivas
receently descrjbed isy '/'Ltsu- )~î
Th(- Laueet, Londlon, April 13, notes a curi-
ous passage iii one of Poe's talcs that
sceins ainst to point to the possibility that
its atishor kncw% of ih lexcistence of this gas.
Whetlier lie sud or isot, tihe passage is ce!s-
nainly %vortlsy nf quotation, aflî vu give i1
wvîth '';Lanccd', introduction and consclu-

luo'I otîr issue osf two %veeks ago we ant-
îsnsîseed the îliscovery, isy P'rofesser Rainsay,
of ,tnotiser isca gas, Mhens, in CoiitpiUy wîthi
argon, Ile olstaited froin the usinerai eleveite,
by inerely acting 01>015 it îvith stilfurie acid.
This 15ew consstitusent miii es tsi give tihe
spectroscopie elsaracters of ais element Isither-
to supposesi to exist oily în tihe Suin, tn wvhieh
tîserefore tise naine lieliuns was given. Psro-
fessor liainsay lias ohtained a etssielable
1uantity of this ixtusre, we leans, ait[ liopes

50055 to be able to report sipoîs its properties;
ansd since helinsui hbas beeis reg-arded as nusch
ligistes' evels tisais Isyrogeis thse seterisnatiosi
ut its actnal deîssity proinises to be of usuisisual
jîsterest. If heliîsn ennuui be obtaissod iii toi-
erabie quautity, what an imsportanst bearing
it ssiglst have in aeroniasties. Thus, if it he
nîsseis lighter thau isysrogen, its lifting power
ivonis he muei grosuter, andu tise cunibersoine
atnd eluinisy dinmensionîs of nur prseseîst bal-
loon, it is easy to sec, conîsi be reducedl with
very great advantage. XVas this wvish fathser
t0 the thouglit, ive wonder, when, msore than
lifty yohîrs ago, Edgar Alian Poe, ins bis narra-
tive of tihe advenitti-es of Hans Pfaal, referred
to thse use of a gas inchl ligliter than Isydro-
gen for intlating thse balinon lu wlsich lise nder-
took his thrillissg jourruey. l'li passage
referring tu the preparatiosîs for tise balloon
voyage is so reînarkale in esuinoctiots îith
recent cheiuitai discoverjes that %ve reproduce
it in its entirety. Thus, after rcferring te, tihe
purchase of mnserous instîruments anti sateri -
ais foir experirnents ins the tîpper regiols of the
atusosphere, Hans goes oîs to write:

"' ýI then took opportuinities of conu eying
ls)y night, toit retire(l situation, east of Rotter-
tissii, tive i-noîsusnd caka, bo coutain fifty
galions each, ani olie of a larger size ;six tin
tubes, three incies in stianseter, properiy
shaped, anti ten feet in length ;a quasstity of
a par'i<iclar ,ssstallic s,.otnnts , or osi »etai,
which I shall not naine, ansd a dozeis demi-
johus of a s-s'y rosssÏson, acfid. The gsts t( hob
formeci fromt tîsese latter iaterials is a gas
nover yet gesserated by any other person than
myseif or ait least nover appliedti l any
sisoilar purpuse. I eals ossly venture to ssuy
here tîsat il is a oosoissi f azote, so long
cosssislered irredieile, anti tit ita dcnsity is
abouît 37.4 tisses le.s tiens t/sat o'hsydrogeus. It
is tasteless, lsît not oulorlesa; burnis wheîs
pture, witls a greecîsi tianse ; ansd is ilîstais
taîeoîssly fatal to aninsal life, Its full secret
I voisi iake n siiticuîlty ins sisclosing but
tisat it of right beoosgs (as I have Isefure
hinted) to a citizen of Natstz, ils France, isy
whom it was condilionssliy comîsnicated to
îiyself. Thle saine instivisulîa sîsbisitted ls ise,
wiîltssst being at ail suware of îsy intlentios, al
înethod of consslrssting balloomîs fsois tise
memubranse of al certasis ansimsal, through which
substansce any escape of gas was îsearly inspos-
sibillty. 1 fosînd it, hsowever, aitogetiser too
expelsive, ansd was not sure, sîpon tise whole,
wlsether caisric isuslits witls a coatissg of gins
caoutchouc ivas not esjualiy as gooti. 1 smes-
tions this eircumstanice bec-anse 1 think it prob-
able that hereafter the is(ivi(iual ils questin
msay attousipt a balloon ascension wsith the
novel ggs and material I have spokep of, anti
1 do isot wish to deprive hins ut the hoîsour of a
very sissguiar invention.'

1' The italies, chîice ar-e siof osîs.-, nsight
weil liave hecîs at the present junicînre. Could
it possiliy have beeso tise conceptiono ýsurelý of
a higlsly imaginative anti pootie mini or ad
Edigar Allan Poe realiy learned froîsi a frieud-
ly philosopher tsf the existence of a gas light-
or Ilsan hysîrogen, and îvhose diacoveries niay
îlot have reached is for a host of conceivabie
causses ? Perhapa Professor Raisay or Lord
Rayleigls wiil explain."
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WINE AND SPIRIT MERCHANT
,567 YONGE STREET, - TORONTO

Booki, Audited and ]Balances Slseelo Prepared. Ac-
ounca Ilnvestigaterd ced A j 1i4te( i itate Wound Up.

A» F. WEBSTER ...
Ticket Agent and Exchange

Broker
N. E. Corner King and Yônge Streets, TORONTO.

W. E. BESSEY, M.D.,
ORIFICIAL SURO EON,

284 JA RVIS STREET, TORONTO.

Rectal Diocoors, Nervoils Diseases ansd Diseases ut Wotuen

A\ McLAREN,îs
243 Yosîge Street.

Firt-caso81000Sets TenîPi for $5.00.

ORDERED SHOES.
Fine Ordered Shoes. Boots fortise laine a aPcibltY.

FRED IVET, 170 BaY St.

JYOUNG,
(ALEX. MILLARD),

The Leading Undertaker
Telephone 679. 347 YONGE ST.

T. W. MORAN,
ARTIST.

Student of Gesore, Ecole Des. Beaux-Arts, PARIS
Portrait Painting a Specialty.

A ciao-; j, nsnv beîng fornscd f osi, ali Studio for
fui] pai tIclars.

T(ORIONTO.

Telephione 452.

Banner Steam Laundry
422 & 424 Adelaicle St. West

TORONTO.
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HARRY WEBBS,
447 YONGE STREET.

BILLIARDS.
Billiard Tables-Higheot osadard B5owling AIlla3'

and Outlita. Engliols Tables 6 x 12,' built on Exact Engliab
linea, a specialty for Residencea and Clubs. Send for '9
Catalogue.

iREMD _BRS. & CO.
112 and 109 Adelaide Street West, - .Toronto.

LOWNSBROUGH & CO.,
BANKERS AND BROKERS,

22 KING STREET, EAST, TORONTO, CANADA.

Asnùricais thîrr-ncy, Gold, Sucver, Stocko, Bonds,
&c., Boughi and Sold.
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