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soiewiiat :iîaniely, huaI the Japs xviii ho allowcd lu (go Il>

only a certainl lenghi in their triumipiial iiiarch. Nut .1il that
they conquered will they ho111 a lu t i1 linaticaliy kcep.
Tiiere is the possibiiity thaI even the very successes ut Japan
îîîay ho a serious burden ut glory. The Cllinese are obscrved

býut 100 late-to ho fighting boîter. They do nul break out

mbt any rebellioui against the effeminate dynasty, and lhey
inurdor nu înussîuhiaries. These aie symptums nul exactiy, it

is said, ut decuaiposition. It is the ruowing beliot thuat wl;iî
the present peace is, pated up, Chlia ïvIi shiow Ihiat sue
Cali cilual, and wiil ahîli tu surpass J apani in the art ut self-
muodcrnizatioîi. No une expeots that the Cluinose wili rciîîain
wiiat they have lîhiiherto beeii (uring tue iiext score ut years
-our lustres beig tire ciilrtere(l tiille for a crushcd nation
lu îesuscitîute or lu tliruw off an old skiîu. And the day thiat
Cliiîaciiîers u1)uuthlt stage, niiurc1luxers tiîaî Jaman xviii iax o
tloo(k out for sîjuails. Thuere 15 ilo roasuli xviy the contlict
ouglit flot lu cid wiîh tuie tail ut Poil Arthiur. The pride ut
tire Cîiîucsc coull îîut be muore iuuîiuleul were the Jails lu ho
at Pekin, and taking tiîeir five u'ciuck tî'a ini the Sunîîei
Palace. Z.

TJ HE Cciîtury Comipany, ut New York, have pîîilisie<i a
A. nniber ut exce}îtio;iaiiy iiaiiosouue books duriiig tue

past autuiîui, chioftaiong xvli is MN îrs. Olipliuit's Il ilis
toricai Ciiaiacters ofthIle lieign ut Qtieci Aui, a bouok
taultlessiy priiiteîl, anîd abîuouiuliiig, in beautifai illustratiuous.
It is a reprit ut articles xviich have already appoared in the
Century Jfaytzine, su the majurity ut oui, readors arc
fauiniiar witi tue comntents, Tie book is <lixide<l imîto fixe chap-
tors ini thxe twu first ut xviich, entitied Il Thie Priiiccss Annie"
and Il Thîe Queen anld the Duchess," Mis. Oliphiant grives a
graphic sketch ut Aimte and tiiose imuîxiedîately -about lier
Iiiioîue. 1-isturiais haxve îîot beeii kiwi tu tue iast Brîtisli
Sovoreign ut the flouse ut Stuart, and Mis. Olipliant lias
given a mnore syuipatiietic, anid, xve beliex 0,1 aumore just iterpio-
tatiuîî ut lier cliaracter andliber euiiduct. Thle Queeiu's passioni
ut frieîidshuip for the Ducliess if Marlboeroughu, the pusition
ut tiiese îxvu feniale figures iiihue furegr<auid ut E nglish lite, the
(1110 5(1 iuihi andî obituse, tue other su briliaiît, su îîluîerîouis

vhuat a uniique picture il is in historic scelles !Tis reign 1.5

ottemi rirentioiicî as a period rcndered iihustriuus by solti(, ut
the grentest iaies,, hoth in liheralure amud scienxce, xvliclî
Engiand lias ever produced. The reînainuîig- Iîrce chapters
ut this delighittul vulume aire devîjîco to tbree ut these ýgreat
liauuu0s: Dean Swift, Daiel D)efoe, anid Joseph Aildison ''thue
finest ciitic, thie firiest genitlemiani, the inost tenuder huino~rist
ut bis ago,,." It xvuuld lie dificuit, if not impossible, to say
lîuuch tuat is îiew about thuese great autiiors ;but Mrs. Ohi
pliant,in lier artistie gruuping ut tacts, prosents a freslu amni

vivid flictume whicli rio lover ut liteuature Clii afford tu pass

by. We lire greatiy indebted lu the Century Conipany for,
republishing thuose articles. Tho illustrationîs are iniost xvahi-
able and are a crodit tu evorybody concerneil ini thîeir pro-
paration.

Fron the wehu knowuî publishuing biouse ut Messrs. Estes
&Lauriat, Boston, cunes a cupy ut Clara Ei'skiîie Clenuent's

richly illustrated book, "lNaples, thue City ut Pîurtluenope, and
its Environîs." The publishuers hiave dune full justice lu the
work, buth in printing and binding, xvhihst the excellence ut
the full-page plates iii photogravure ut historic scolies in an(l
around Naples are wurtliy ut the best praise. There are
twenty ut thuese goodly illustrations, anud il is difficuit ho de-
termine wluich is the inost beautiful. Anuomu" thuose whîch
especially arrest attention is thue Castel deli 'Ox'o, su caled frum
ils uval or egg, shape, standing un a pruinîory, and cunîlect-
ed by a bridge xith the îuaiîiaîd. Il is amung the finest ut
the early edifices and was designed by the Venetiax Buono
for William I. ini il5 4. The environs ut Naples abound in
scenery ut extreune beauty and are ut gi'eah histurie iîuterest.
TJ'ie localîly wlîich contains thue tonub ut Virgil, the disinter-
î'ed towns ut Herculanieuin and1 Poiuipeii, Vesuvius, and the
Romuan romains, possess an îîuoxlaustibho source ut inte'e.st
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toi' sciontiflc, an tbuarian , and classical ilixestigaturs. The
naine -Naples hiad reter-ence to an older tuwni iii the îîeighi-
hourio(xd, called originally Parthcnope, and, atter the fouir-
dation of the new town, Paheýýpolis whîchl xvas situated, niost
proiîaily, 01i the ri(ige called Posilipo, that separates the
Bay of Pozzuuli or Bajie froin that of Napies. Both tow ns
were G-reek sottiomients, apparently colonies froin the neigé'h-
houring Cunue, joined by immigrants direct f romn Greece.
Pabeolis early (iisappeared fromn history, whilst Naples soin
liecaine a tiouîrishing and populous city. Notwithstanding
the vicissitudes of the Go-thîie cuiquest of Italy, aiid the re-
coiiîuest b)y the Byzantine ciiipei'0r5, it continued tu e orle
of the iinust important and opulent ot Italian cities. About
the 8tlî Century it tlîrew o11, aiiogiaiice tu the l3yzaiîtinle
eîinpîors. renmainied indepenident tilI il fell initu the lîaiids ut
tho Noinijs iii 1140, and then becaine the capital uf the
kingduîu ot Naples. Frumn tiîis date the autiior ufthei bok
l(Nw before us, takes 111) ber- intcrestiiig stury, and, ini seVeil
cliapters, occupying ab)out two thiîxls of the volumîe, relates
the lîisuory of Naples ftron the tinie oif Frederick the Second,
soinhtiîîîes called the Il Wonder of the World," une ufthe
inust striking ot nlidiaia figures, (lowi tu thec prescrit day.
Tlie remining liait duzeii cliapters aie dcx utcd tu Neapulitai
lite, art anîd letters, anoi lu descriptions oif the eux lufis ut
the ainous City. TIhe autitur gives aliuiioant evience iloÈt

onIy titar silo kiîoxs the NaLýýples ut tu day but îlîat slc kîîuws,
toi), its histury, its literatuie and its art. We can cordia]ly
co lu îîici o th li oo sk lu ou. readers.

Tic literary wvoriîi is greatly indieuted lu Mis. Fields
and lu lier publishers, à1cssrs. Chiaries Seribuier's Soirs tuor
the deliglittul volume, ''A Shieif ut 01(1 Books." Boti tronii
the iiterary and the mnechanicai point ut view ils possession
is îll be cuveted. Tire 01(1 books about xvlicli Mrs. Field
wriles su interestîiigly arc volumes whicu hlave a Iiistory, hav-
ing beeîî owriod I)y emninent mcen ut letters 110w <ead and

,gune whuîu the writor miet ini lier youriger (lays, whien travel-
ling abroad witiîlier distiriguisheci husbanid. Il Tiiere is aî
sacredîiess about thie belîingings of good and great men which
1.5 <uite apart t rmi thie value and sigenificance ut the thiîgs
tiieiiselves. Tlieir books liecumnie especiaily cîîdcared lu us;
as xvc toril the pages tli< y aive loved, xve Cari sec aîiuther hliîd
pîuiitingy aiung the hues, and the hcad bcnding( over the open
vol uie. A xvriter's books niake luis xvorkshop anîd ]lis pleasure-
ho use nii une, andî in .,rin over hs possessions wc discox er
tie fieldl iii wlîicli lic xvorked ando tue kcy tu Ilis gardi ufthe
Hlesperides." Thîis idea is thie undcrlyiîîg Concepltioni ut
iMrs. Ficld's volumne, the flrst chaptcr ut wiiich is devoted tu
Leigl-i [4uîiî and lîis stirrouridiing,. M\rs. Field met liinîiii 
[îiiîbou lunuy years agu, andl, tiougli inilssvnyftl!er
tue tasciîuatiiig gyrace ut lus inancers was <1uite uninipaircd.
He talked ut Shelley and Keats as if thîey lîad just closcd thie
(101 )by Ilii s Aieîican visiturs hiad enîtercd. Anîd lie
taiked, buo, ut huis bchuved booksthe books thiat afler lus
death w~eie trauistcrrcollu Ainricanl shiores at tue ilstance,
ut Mir. Fields, a precious reinnlant ot wluicli foris thue sulîject
ut the chiot part ut Mrs. Fieid's volunme. Her eliapter on,
Ediiiburglî is tull of charin for suie xvriles of tue îîicn wllo
huave îîîade the heautitul Capital Ilforever une ut tue best
imeluvod ut ahl cities." Mrs. Field lias inuchi tîlat is nexv and
unteresting lu say ut Dr. Johin Brownî, the aulluor ut " Rab
and lris Friends," and especially ut John Wilsonî (Il Christopuel
North ") ut wvloni De Quincey used tu say tliat "Il xv as goud
lu d,,cll iii lus shadow." Il xvas John Wilson xvlio flrst gaîve
to Walter Scott the tille ut Il The Great iMagician," by which
nainue lie was atterwards known lu ail the world. It xvas he
wlîo poinited out, iii the pages ufthei Edlinburg Jieviezv, the
beauties ut I "Clilde llarold " lonug betore the voiceofu unix er-
sal acclamuation was licard in thie land ; and lie was une ut the
first tu reocgnizo the genius ut Charles Dickens. At the age
of sex enteon he sent off a leIter ut soveral shoots to Willianil
Wordsworth, thoni unrecolgnized and lîooted at by the
reviewors, tluanking the obscure pot up amrolug the hilis ut
Westmuireiand for thc ardent enjoymnent ho, a lad at sclîoul,
had derived froum a perusal utI he Lyrical Ballads." Tliere
are înany good tliings told, tuo, ut Scott and ut Burns wiîich
are xvell worth reiating dIid space here permit. In theo tîîird
and iast chapter entitled IlFrom Milton tu Thackeray " Mrs.
Fîid tells ot yot miore oid books anîd prizofi oditions. WThat
sue lias tu say ut Miltoni's Il Ar-eopagoticat," and the introduc-
tion xvritten foir it by Loweil, will doubtless croate a great
demaîid for his mionuiment ut Milton's patriotisni and geniaS-
Tiiere are otior Jlassages narkcd for mîentionî ini tlîs notice,


