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posed of a tew lawyers, wvho undertook, atter a tew étaya'
discussion, to promolgate an alnîest entirely new constitu-
tion for the Dominion, and ta propose a complets revolution
of its fiscal and commercial policy. Undeterred by the
ignominieus failuire of the Quebec resolutions to cemmend
themsilves te public approval or support, your contributor
appears te ho ambitious ot ondeavouring to eflect, unaided,
what ho and bis colleagues failed unitedly to accomplisb.
Mr. Longloy vnry modestly professes to ho not in any way
associatiated with D)ominion politics4, and would teign con-
vey the impression that his letters are those ot an impar-
tial and non-political spectator ot current events. ln proof
of this inîpartiality, hoe plonges at once into a vigerous
cendemnation of the Governament ut Ottawa, ot the Cana-
dian people for supporfing it, and ef the National Policy
under which the laiit general election was carried. Mr.
Longley's letters contain much ef oxaggeration and mis-
statement, and of unwarranted conclusions. 'Iihey are se
decidedly partisan in their tone that they must fail coin-
plotely in effecting any good resuîts. The people are tired
et this endless denuinciatien and recrimination, the suppres-
sion and exaggeratien ef facta, and inconsequential deduc-
tiens. TI-ey want whole truths, net haIt truths; they
desire to ho put in possession of ail the tacts and figures
necessary to the intelligent understanding of the questionsi
discossed, inatead of the partial tacts and figures which
politicians empley ini faveur ef the theories or pelicy which
they favour.

Mr. Longley denounces the Government for having, in
what hie calîs an unwarrantable and unconstitutional man-
ner, sprung the general election upen the country ; ho
attrîbutes their success te the enormous prestige et Sir
John A. Macdonald ; te their superior erganizatien ; te
the use et larger nicans, and te the exorcise et the vast
patronage et the Ministry. Re speaks et the verdict et
the electorate as being that et a people otterly devoid et
political intelligence or principle, actuated wholly by the
expectation et gaining some advantage for theniselves,
their friends or their ewn immediate locality. If Mr.
Lengley had wished te present a tru picture et the politi.
cal position, hie would have stated the torther tacts. that
the Reforin party protessed tlîeir eagernessti for an oppor-
tonity te try conclus4ions with tbeir opponents ; that they
were thoroughly organized ; that thuy claimed that the
voti.rs' ligts ini many ridingsî were) unosually taveurable te
thein ; that they had an abundatnt supply et money troni
the Mterci-r-Pacaud tond, stolen frein the Province of
Quebec ; that they hadl the active anîd un.4crupulou8 co-op-
<ration ot the Grand Trunkl Railway Comîpany, and the
constaint and formidale exertions ef nearly ail of the
Provincial <i'overntients and their snall armiieg ef employ-
ses. Apart tront political principle- or pelicy, the Rotorm
party was the botter equîpped for the ight. Mr. Longli.y,
as a lawyer, knows that the procîedings duringr the long
list et conte8ted lctionti corîclus4ivîrly establishad how
oxtensively and trequently corrupt agencies wore proved
against Refrrn members, bukt lie bas net a word te say in
condemnation ef thesie practices. Mr. iLowgtey aillbcts te
ho unable te discern any p!inciple upoîr whichi the election
was determined. P.robably there never was an lection
throogh whichi the dominant principle was se censpicu-
eusly disipiayed. Thiti was the principle et a national as
eppnsed te a Yankeie poIi.cy - and until the Roformers
recegnize the real cause eof tliir deteat, and contorni their
action in accordance with liopular sentinient, thcy wili
continue te suaèýr deteat.

If Mr. Longîcy's irst lutter cait le justly viewed as
partisan in its character, his second letter is even werse,
where he treats etf the results efthte lye.elections and
their causes. Speaking of the alleged corruptions at Ottawa,
ho sagye: IlThe Langevin- Mc(rtovy investigation had dis-
gusted evcry mari with honouirable instincts ini the country;
Hsggart wag discredited ; Cbaple-au siircied ; the civil
service shown te ho retton, and igns et general oxpesore
and lack et confidence everywhere manitest." Llow dit-

* ferently hoe speaka et the Quebec exposurs: l"justice
compels me te say that notbing was disclosed in connue-
tien with the Baie des Chaleursi mattor which directly
affected Mr. Mercier or any e! kis colleagues. Mr. Pacaud
mnade a haul, it is true, but ho was net entrosted with any
responsibility by tho people, and it wvas Ais a§air solely if
1we madle clever bcrgains witk cent ractors. " 1 n vie w et the
corruption et the Governmcnt at Ottawa, and the inno-
cence eto the Reform Governiment iii Quehec, Mr. Long-
loy proends surprise that the bye-elections last winter
went in faveur et the Dominion Government. 1He would
letve it te ho interred that the people cendone and approve
et corruption. No, Mr. Longley, the people hate corrup-
tion, but they haste bypocrisy tar more. It was net a
question et purity versus corruption, but merely one et
comparative guiit. If it wcre indeed truc that the Govern-
ment party had corruptly expended large sumes impreperly
hut voluntarily contributed by contracters and other bone-
ficiaries et their pelicy, it was equally true that the
Retorm party had expendod still larger sumis which had
been feloniotisly abstractod frein the impoveîished exche-
quer et the Province et Quebec ; and the people showed
very clearly which et the two acts they con8idered the
greater crime. Mr. Longley ondeavours te explain tho
succeset the Government and the defeat et the Retorma
party by a variety et aecondary causes. Île might have
done this in a tew words: the pooplc's lack et confidence
in the persons and policy et the leaders et the Retormi
party.

The only other point in the letter8 which remains te ho
noticed is the denunciation et the National Pelicy, which

Mr. Longley disposes et in bis ewn peculiar manner. Rie
dlaims that its failure is established by wbat he cails the
Ilastounding returns " et the cousus. Hie says : "'Increase
in bank deposits and ail other evidences et comparative
prosperity conrt for nothing "; Ilthe mest absolute test et
success in any country is numbers " ; Ilthe increase et the
population iii conclusive proot et presperity "; Ilthe taîl-
ing off et population is final evidence et deadened misrule ;
ne one, therefore, can seriously argue that the resuit et the
cousus was net a knock-down blow ta the policy et restric-
tien in Canada »"; I"it is a failure" ; Il the census settled
the matter, and pot it eut et the range et serious debate."
Mr. Longley turnishes a tow figures te illustrate the dis-
appeinting character et the census retorns. Frem prolo-
ises which are partly true, ho draws a conclusion which ho
dees net even attempt te establish, but simply assumes
and asserts that becauso the National Policy was co-incident
with the ton years which transpired since the previeus
census, theretore the disappeinting character et the census
was the censgequence et that policy. lie might, wîth eqoal
warrant, assume that any et the events et the last ton
years were the consequences ef that policy. The census
retura show that during the ton years retorrod te there
was a very large and gratitying increase in the nuibers
et the population engaged in manutacturing ; in the nom-
ber of industries at work; in the capital employed ; in the
value et the prodocts manutactured, and if the amouît et
and rates et wages paid. This proves that, but for this,
the cousus roturns et population would have been still
more unsatistactory. This must have been the case, unless
it can bceshown thut it was the means et throwing eut et
other occupations a greator number et workmen than its
own incroase shows ; or, as seme contend, that the taxation
incident te protection imposed such bordons on agricul-
turistm, etc., as te render these occupations sel unproitable
as te reduce the numbers emiployed.

Much exaggeratieu and misropresentution are employed
in trying te establish the latter point. Fariners are told
that their difliculties arise from the hoavy inmpositions they
labeur under in the shape et customs duties andi in exorbi-
tant prices charged by Ried Parleur nienopolies and ceint-
bines and in the goods produced in Canada. There may
ho, and doubtlesg are, seme detects in the Canadian tariff,
as there are in ail costoins tarifs8, whereby consunierE are
mnade te pay more than fair- value for sorme articles, but
these cases are few and the renîedy is within, easy reuch.
The writer bas had many yeurs' experienco in seliing te
and buying frei fariners, and i8 fanilhiar wîtb the classes
and values et the goods which tarmers purchase and the
relative cest et the imiportcd and Canada-inanofactored
inerchandiso. The turniture for bis bouse, the blunkets,
tlannels, tweeds, plain cottens, boots aud sîrees and many
ether articles et Canadian »manutacture are generally et
botter material and are sold ut us iow prices as like quali-
tics could ho imported and sold troc et daty. Tea, sugar
and cote are troc et duty. Ail the custonîs lties puid
hy the tarmor's tamily are on sncb articles as tancy "ro-
ceries and dresa goods, and on a tew articles ubed ini manu-
facturing the tarta implemients. t is vory doobttulifi
there are mnany fariners' tamilies who contribute as much
as $25 per annom towar-ds the customs revenue. If it is
net owing to excessive taxation or te Itigli prices for
tamily geods that the decreusqe in agricui tural prosperity or
inr rural population is due, what bas cauusod this dficroase,
especially in the old-settled townships ?

'ite causes are many : (t) 'rie cotuntiy-decliiig
value efttarm produce owing te the annual increase in the
numiber et ceuntrios producing a surplus et cerealp, etc.,
for sale. This depression is net confined te Canada, but
le common ta ail agricultural couintries - (2) The continu-
eus increase in the use et agricultural iîîîplemoints in the
place et manoal labour ; (3) That every year, especially in
aid townships, ail needed improvements, sucb as new
bouses, barns, fonces, etc., are being completed, and fewer
et the farmners' sons are required at berne ; (4) The graduai
but extensive decrease in the acreage sowod te grain, and
its more genoral application ta pasture and dairy purposes,
by which change et method the amount et annual labour
exponded on the farta bas been greutly reduced.

What are farmners' sons te dol~ The prospects et suc-
cesstul tarming for the future are noÊt et se premiaiug a
character as te induco many et them te undertake the
bardsbips et bush lite on even froc grants et land. Apart
t ram this, many et them, with the superier education which
tbey have obtaiued, bave a natural ambition te enter opon
a broader field et labeur; many et thern have naturai or
acquired talents and tastes fer occupations more congenial
te tbem than work on the tarms. It Canada cannot offer
te these youg mon that diversity et employaient for which
they consider thomselves adapted, they will go abread in
search et the openings which tbev cannot fiud bore. The
object et the National Pelîcy was te create this required
diversity et empleyment. Se far frem having taiied it bas
succeeded wondertully well. That it bas net achieved
even greater socceas is net because et any inherent deteat
in the principle on wbich it is based, bot because it bas
net heen prosecuted with the firmness and vigour, and te
the extent necessary. Froc truders in Canada are contin-
oally muking disparagiug comparisens betweeu the progres
and prosperity et the Dominion and the United States.
If the prospority et the latter country is et se desirable a
character, wby do tbey se strenuously oppose overy stop
prepesed for the adoption et the policy which is there
accomplishing o,moch 1 Canada, tboy say, is poor, and
yet Canada importeaunually tereign merchandise et the
value et $24 per head, while the richer country, the UJnited

States, enly imports net qoite $13 por bead. Hferein is te
ho tound the solution et the wholo problem. [f Canada
desires te keep ber young mon ut home, und te attruot
settlers and capital tram abroad, she must cherish ber
oxisting and aid in establisbing new mnfactoring indus-
tries. One illustration will suffice. Froc truders contend
that onder unrestricted reciprocity, there would spring up
an imînediate and extensive domund for the iran and other
ores which Canada possesses in great abondance and et
great richness. Weuld the more mining etf these ores
provide employment for the fariners' sons and that class et
well-educated youîîg mon wbose exedus the country
depleres? Net anc in a bundred wold accept such
empleyment. The supporters et the National Policy
maintain that Canada witb its iron and ceai supplies should
ut once adopt a palicy wbich shall curry on tire iran trade
tram the are te the inisbed implement, and that the rall-
in- i ilîs, foundries, machine shops, etc., brought inte
operation will give employment te thousands who would
otherwise have to go abroad. Untortunately Canada i8
ciîrsed with a lot et pessinuists wbo have ne confidence
oither ini its onterprise or prosperity. Tbey say that the
home demund is tee limited te admîit et successtul iren-
inanufacturing. Lot these de4pendent croakers turn te
page 312 et last yeaî's Trade and Navigation retîîrns, and
tbey wiil find that Canada iniported et steel rails alone, un
value $3,197,280. liere alone is tluo nucleus et a greut
iran tradte. Adopt the pelicy et ample protection, either
by customs duties or bonties, or botb, and the werk is
accomplishod. Thirty-five years ugo American steel rails
cost $55 per ton more thau Englislh ; ton yeur.4 ugo, the
diflerence had been reducod te $2223 per ton- in 1890,
the ditterence wus reduced te $5. 23 per ton (the tans in
ail cases, 2,240 Ibs.). ln 1890-91, Canada imported frein
the United States steel rails et the value et $42fl,812, or
nearly anc seventh part etftIhe entire imports, anîd this in
open cempetitien with Englisb rails. \Vhoro, then, is the
difflcolty in manutacturing aur own rails l And if rails,
wby net num-tereus othor articles î
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A lIALF CENTURY OF (JONFLICT.

rir IESE twe volumes compl.etethe eries (of sîvei ditinct
Lworks, in wbich MIr. Parkian sets forth tihe long-

continued, sometiîîîos coîfused and s3avage, struggliuigs
l)etwoen wbite snd red men, betweeîi coloîuists and colon
ists, and especially betweet iGreat ifritain and France, for
the possession et North Amiericu. Thougir the lao te u
seven te 1)o written, this par-t occupîis the Rixtb place in
thec surips, as ', Montcalnm and \Volfe," thougb publîslted
ourlier, cornes lator in the order of events, and winds up,
on tho Plains et Abrahaîn, wbat se'eiried te successive gen-
orations a nover-onding, -stili1-beginni tg contf ict. These last
writterr volumnes lack tire onity antd the sustained personal
interest that lend sccuanr oxtraordinury cirim to alrto.st
every otiter part et the serios, but they have a fascination
et their ewn front the vory extunt et the culîvus, so sug-
gestive of the greutuess et the prize for whicb the fore-
mone nations et the Old World were conterîding, and front
the unity et the underiying principIos that deterîirried the
issue et the conflict, and wbiclt are alwuys discernible
under every variety et tarin. 'l'by deal witlr plots and
counterplots in courts and petty legilatureï and round
Indian Council fires, with sieges, surprises and muassacres,
witb petty details and groat expeditions ail aninîated by
the same thougbt and executed witb the same strenueus
effort, and extending tramn the rougb and focgy Atlantic
coust, dominated by the great batteries and massive bas-
tions ot Louisburg, ail the way acroasetIre Continent, past
the koys et the great lakes te the great plains wltere the
gallaut Verendrye built their rude forts on the Saskat-
cbewan as they toiled through intermrinable wilderiresses te
seok for the Pacific. Evetu wheîî the stary deals with imore
border raids that deteriuined natbing, raids tîtut were only
ene remove tram tire work et the namceless burglars or
midnight assassins et modemn days, or witlî hoondary dis-
putes in places stili obscure and that invelved the posses-
sion et enly rocks and tarns aind tangle thut neither side
need bave grudged the other, when ise rnuch that was
influitel1y more valuable lay unclaimed or at any rate net
yet possessod, we are net allowd te torget the magnitude
et the prizetbat was always at stake, or the groatness et
the hopes and tours and ambitions that gave dignity te the
fuilures and the successes alike. But, we have stances,
tee, dealiug with great persans and involving far-reach-
iug cousequences, the interost et whichî can burdiy ho
surpassed, and thut are net likely te ho forgotten. Such
amoug others are the tounding at the beautitul city et
Detroit; the occupation et the mioutbs et the Mississippi;
the adventuros, the success and the heroisi et the \Teren-
drye, and thoir shamneful requital by Ris Eucellency the
Governor La Jenquioro and tho Intendant Bigot ; the dasbi-
ing winter march of Coulon de Viliers and bis mon ulong
nertbern Nova Scetia and down te its heart in the valley
et Gratd Pré, ending infoe0f Oe those complote victonies
whicb, by the strango tatality that seemed te attend
Franco, accomplished nothing; and, above ail, the story et
the takiug et the Gibraltar et the New Womld, which
might be written cither as an epic or a farce. A lawyer
draws op the plan et cempaigu, selects a New England
merchant as general, and sonde hînii off with a motley
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