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ART NOTES.

IT is somewbat strange that M. Alfred Stevens should
occupy a place midway betwecn tho cold, stern purity of
the ilbeinesque art of Baron Leys and the soft, volup-
tuous realism of Gustavus Wappers ; strange, because the
late François Navez was bis teacher, and Nav'z was tbe
follower and friend of Louis David, the paioter of classic
themes in a moribund classic style. t was to Leys and
Wappers, theri, not to Navez and David, that Alfred
Stevens really sent bis talents to sehool. From botb
Stevens borrowed wbat be liked best, and the result of
this borrowing was a new kind of genre painting, singularly
ricb and delicate in colour, singularly free, smootb and
fluent in execution. As early as 1867 the Parisian artists
began Il to medal bis little pictures," and from that day to
the present be bas neyer once really cbanged bis style. Yte
still possesses the tecbnical skill, the knowledge of colour
and the iconoclastie batred of a pretty face, wbich be
admîred as a youtb in the reproductive art of L'ýys; he
Still shows in the smooth and sensuous treatment of bis
draperies, dresses and stuffi the lasting influence of the too
lîîscious realism of Wappers. In a word, Alfred Stevens'
is an acqrired art, rich in technique and exquisite inl
colour ; but alas ! it is lacking-with an exception here
and tberc-in buman tenderness and buman passion. t
skims too lingeringly and lovingly along the surface of
tbings, and hunies its best gifts too often in textures.-
Magazine 0/ Art for January.

TEE Art Amateur tells how Mr. Spitzer, at the beg-in-
ning of bis career, made a brilliant stroke against the
Baroness James de Rothschild, herself an expert in objects
of art, wbo loved to bunt about the brie a-brac Hbops.
One day the Baroness found a uarvellous cîîp which
greatly pleased ber. But she could neyer inake rip ber
mmnd to buy ani' object for the price asked ; she liked to
bargain.. A few days afteirward she returned to the shop,
accomîîaried by the Baron James, and discussed the price
with the dealer, No arrangement was arrived at and the
Baroness went away. But 8be wanted the cup badly, and
came back two or thue tinies boping that the dealer would
yield. [n the mieantine Spitzer saw it and at once knew
its value. "How îîîuch do you ask for tbat cup 1" be
said to the dealer. '4 1 bave refused to sel1 it to the
BaroneBs de Rothschild for thirty thousand francs. Slît
wants it very mucb, but shc will not pay my price. I aie
tired of haggiing with lier, and will let you have it for
tbirty-ive thousandjust to give ber a lesson." Ill'Il take
it," replied Spitzer, scarely able to conceal lus joy, and
be carried the cup axvay witb bim. A few days afterward
be sol it to Lord Beresford for tbree hundred tliousand
francs, or $60,000. t is what bas sînce been known as
tho Beresford Cup. Wben the Baroness agaîn returned
to the brie-a 1,rac sîuop, this time baving decided to make
the purcha4e, and found that the treasure had slipped
through bher hands, ý,he was terribly disappointed ; butber disappointment wa8 stili greater when she lîeard of
the bargairu that lad been concluded at London. How-
ever, the lesson was not lost-neither for ber nor for the
Baron Jme.Struck witb the cleverness of Mr. Spitzer,
th'ey rmade lim their adviser in aIl their art purchases.
IlThe Beresford Cup" thus became tue source of bis
fortune.

MUSIC AND THE DRA MA.

CHRISTNIAS SERVICES.

NEARLY eveuy chureh in thi.4ity of cburcbes put forth
itS best effort to welcome the coming of the great festival
of the Christian Cburch. More especially may this be said
of the Catbolic and Protestant Episcopal churches, wbose
ritual permits a greater display of musical ornamentation.
The Cbnrcb of the Redeerner choir rendered a beautiful
anthemn, and the service tbrongbout was appropriate and
well carried out. St. Peter's Cburch choir assayed a fairly
effective rendering of Marsh's Festival, Te Deum, the
anthem anud rernainder of the service beftting the occa-
sion. At St. James' Cathiedral tho Psalms for the day
atid the Responses were, for some inexplicab!e reason, sungy
painfully below the pitch of the organ, especially in the
sof ter passages. The -1 Hallelujab Choru4 " froma the Il Mes-
siab" sbowed off to better advantage, the choir of some
sixty voices, a large number being ladies, singing it in
a spiited manner. Not many of the congregations were
up to their numerical standard.

THE GRUEN;FELDQ.

ALFRED GRUENFELD was a boy of only twelve when be
gave bis iust concert in bis native city'of Prague, playing
Bac's prelude and fugue in C sharp miner, and works by
Liszt and Mendelssohrn, the immediateresult heing storms
of applause~, tbe boy earning the naine of 61Wunderkind.»
Since, he bas studied and played bimself into the proud
positions of"I Court Pianist both to the Emperor of Austria
and the King of Prussia." Heinricb Grnenfeld is a cello-
ist of tbe first rank, the late Count von Moltke having
honoured bîm with bis personal friendsbip. A paper.
weigbt, bearing the followîng inscription, stands on this
artisit's desir : Il In fiendly remembrance of tbe late
fleld-maniibal, the Moltke faniily presents tbi,3 paper-
weigbt to tbe sincere friend of the deceased." These
talented brothers are ' b give one of their artistically
enjoyable evenings In the Pavilion on January 7. The
plan is open at Gourlay, Winter and L(eeînitg's piano
rooms, Yonge Street, near Queen.

TiIE GARCIAS.

AT the recent restoration and enlargement of the organ
in the once famous chapel in the bistorical palace at Ver-
sailles, France-, Alexander Guilîmant, the reriowned coin-
poser and organist, presîded. Amongst other attractions
Mr. Paul Viardot, son of Madame Viardot Garcia, the
beat known teacher of the voice in Paris, and nepbew of
tbe eminent sînging master, Manuel Garcia, of Lonudoni,
played Gounods e Visione de Jean l)Are " on tire violiru.
lie is one of the foremost violinists in Paris, sustaining
tbereby the musical traditions of the Garcias.

ITALIAN OP'ERA,

THE artists wbo, during tbe last few weeks, bave been
ventilating tbeir voices in tire Windy City oni Lake Mich-
igan, bave one and all made very su.ecessfui appearaiuees in
New York, under managers Abbey and Grau, Miss
Eames and tbe De Reske brotliers werc the ehief novel-
ties. Jean de Reske, the grand hasso, secuns to have more
especialiy impressed the New Yorkers witlî bis superb
talent. The audiences are credited by the local press as
listening witli keener attention than the Germnan oporatic
performances receivtud last season, a!tbougb prices were
bigber.

A NEW MU! ISICAL i)Ei'A TURE.

TEE Waterford and Limeerick ltsilway Comnpany have
added a luxury, extending even into thîrd-cla-us carniages,
in the shape of an orchestra to help while away the wcary
bours on board their trains. Th ir( asicians play ensemble
and in small gr-oups,- when tbey board a train a violinist,
a cornetist and a bassoonist will enter one counpartîuîent
and proceed to work ; other groups entering other coin-
partments, einulating, no doubt, the musiosuf the~
spheres below (the wheels), that of the elemnents above and
quite recently aise that of the lusty electioiieeirig îm t
surrouniding tbcm. A wonider as woll as a hep"-inigbt be
indulged in, as to whetbrrl"God Save the Qrîein " would
be admitted to a place on these curiouiy nanmerous pro-
grammes.

ATTENTION may well be called to a suggestive lecture
on the " G lee "~ delivered by Mu. J. Edward Street, the
president of tbe Caterhani Choral Society, iin coniiectionu
îith the performance by the association of somne glees,
nadrigals and part-songs last week. Mr. Street lamnts1L
the decay of glee-singing, and there is none better able to
spealz on this mnatter than the learned president, wbo is
aIse bonorary secretary cf thue fam-ous old Il Madrigal
Socù.cty." There is no need to describe and dwoll upon
the features4 of this peculiar type~ of muie ; the gice is
Erîglisb in its origin and lias neyer been imitated with suc-
cess abroad. A long line of illustrious native mu8icians
-not the least of whomn was Sir John Goss-bave written
some of these gemns of nulody and ich pieces of delicions
barmony, whieh, wlien well sunig, cannot but be hieaud
with deligbt. t does seemi a tbousand pities that gice-
singing is decaying, but we are afraid hit gses. Many
causes go to accout for this ; perbaps the most important
factor id the change that lias taken place in our social
habits, when it was a commrron custom for those loving
music to repair in 'the evening to their varions gîce clubs,
anud enjoy the singing of a body of trained vocalistq, who
rendered to perfection theso beautiful melodious glees
and at the sanie time tbey worslîipped Bacchus and einjoyed
the fragrant woed. The praises of Bacchus formed a very
considerable item in tbe words of many of these old lees
the merry, meury god quite disputed the masteuy witlî
Cupid, and the tone of these pieces was mostly of an
amorous and vinons character. 1-owever, the catalogues
of words by Clark, Oliharît rand Rimibanît show that
other subjects than the adoration of the fair, and the praise
of tbe LEods of wine and war, were often selected by the
old composers for musical illustration. There are coin-
paratively few glees witten for female voices, and those
witb a soprano part were usnally sung by boys. In
cathedral towns the glee club was an important institution,
and thougb thesie societies still exist (indeed there are many
in London), the oid zpal whicb inspired the niembers hm;
to a great exteît depauted. And more's the pity, for any-
tbing more exqui4ite thuin a litre glee snng by those wbo
understand bow to render the music does not exis4t. Let
those wbo stili value the type reflect on thiq matter, and
endeavour to give encouragement to glee writeus, and to
an art in whicb we Engliib arc suprcme, and indeed stand
alone.-Mmtsical News.

LT is saisi that a French soldier, stationed Lit ra pcture-
gallery, had strict ordeus to ailow no one to pass without
first depositing bis walking-stick. A gentleman came with
bis bands in bis pockets. The soidier, taking hlmt by the
arm, said: IlCitizen, where is yonr stick '1 " I have no
stick 1 " 1"Then yon will bave to go back and get one
before 1 can allow yon to pass."

THE late Arcbbisbop Tait, of Canterbury, once made
an effective use of a sermon. Driving down liolloway
Hilh1h was confronted by a runaway horse, witb a heavy
dray, making stuaigbt for bis carrnage. H1e threw a ser-
mon in bis face. The horse was so bewildered by tie
flrttering of the leaves that it swerved and paused, the
driver regained control, the sermon was picked op and tho
bishop proceeded on lus way. IlI don't know," he said to
bis companion, the present Arclîbisbop of York, Il wbetlîer
amy sermon did any gond to the congregation, but it was of
considerable service o iro."

OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

TiE BANKERS DAUGHTER 11cer Fjrst and Last BxlI. A
novel. By J. Shinnick. Montreal :Gaezette Print-
ing Company. 1891I.

The writer of this story bas a good deal of ability of
which something more may be made in tinie by diligent
work. Somie portions of the narrative are excellent,
altiiongl every now and then we cone upon awkward bits
of Englishi. Moreover, the jointing needs to lie done a
littie more carefully. We mean these remuarks to be
encouraging ; and we confidently expeet stili bctter work
from the author in the future.

A t]AitW LEssoN. By E. Lovett Cameron. -New York
Johin A. Taylor and Company.

This is n novel rnueh of the usual type, in wbieh the
heroine goes through the usual troubles, and comres into the
usual harbour. The Il bard lesson " seins to be that riches
are net everything; very true, but it was proniulgated
sonie years ago by a man named Solomnon. Perhaps the
best tbing in the book is the naturalness and femininity of
the plots against tbc beroine's peace by the two cruel
woioen of the story. Lt is a simple enough story witb a
comîinon enorîgh moral.

PROTT'As'r Et'îSCOPAL LAYNtAN-,'s H&,Nnîooîc. By an Ex-
churchwairden. Toronto: Hart and Company. 1891.

Writing not as theologians, but as crities, wo should
say-concernîng the bandsome volume before us, wbicb at
lea3t dees credit to printer anid publishrer-tlîat the
author bas diligently re-ad up bis facts, especially those
which maire for bis own side, and that he lias a certain
power of presi nting theni as an advocate. But bis parti-
sansilip is too coiispicuous - and the result will be that
he will persuade no onie who is not already on bis own
side. lie professesi to explain - the innovations of the
lasL haîf century " ; but, iin point of fact, lie attacks the
contents of tbc Prayer Book iteelf. This, therefore, is a
plea for prayer book revision, and not for loyalty.

'PilE BOnD)IER CEANCieiS ABRIOAD :And othier Stories. By
Frank I. Stockton. New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons.

The author of Il Rudder Grange " has done well to gyive
to the public this admuirable selection from bhis sborter
storiesR. The fine qualities possessed by Mr. Frank Stock-
ton are aipparent in ait of them. They have the sanie
flavour of genial and gentle humour wbiih edjs its munny
brightness over the pages of this talvcnted ani popular
writer of Aitnerîcan fiction. The tales coriprisgedl in Lhid
neat and carettilly-printed volume are II Eupberîîia among
the Pelicans," ',The Rudder Grangers in Enýtglatid,"
IPonmora's Dangbter," II Derelict," II The Bakor of Barni-

bury," and "Thej Water Devil." lt would be a gimigîlarly
constituted individual wbo would risc di4appointed frorn
the reading of 'Thle Rudder Grangers Abroad."

Tîuue BACitELOI, OF'SALAMANCA.
Library). Price 50 cents.
ton ; Toronto : P. C. Allen.

By Rcuué Ln Sage (Rose
New York : Worthing-

1891.

Quite recently we notice(l an edîtion of Le Smgî"s irst
work, IlAsmode(eus." We now have pnbiislued în the
saune series one of bis last works. Ilis greatest, Il Gil
Blats," lies between. \Ve confess that we prefer the
IBachelor of Salanuanca " to Il Asinodeýus," if we caui-

not rank it neauly so bighu as "CGil Bias." When we
remember tlîat it was writterî in France eariy in the
eigbteentb eî-ntrury, we shail net expeet its moral torue to
be very bigh, and it is scaucoly a book te be commnended
virgyinibus pueris que ; but it is a clever book, as at tlis
tinie of day need hardly be said ; and students of lite)ra-
turc must know somethîng- of tbe works of Le Sage.

TiEitouGi Toi' SWEETING, and other P'oeins. By Eliza-
b<tb Akers. Price $1.25. New York : Scuiluners
Toronto : W. Briggs. 1891.

'This is a very pretty volume, and its contents show that
the witer bas a fine vein of poetry in lier composition.
Not only is the langîmage in wbicb tbey are expressed
melodions and expressive, but the thougbts enhedied
show a gYeîuine love of nature and a syrnpatby witlu ail its
moods, as weil as a real insight into hrmanity. The first
part of tue title, as our readers nuay know, is the narmie of
an apple tree. Froruî this poem we give one stauza:-

Levely it was whemu its blossomns carne
'r1 answer the bluie-bird's greeting;
Tluey were daiîty and white as a iuaiuen's fainue,
A nd piuik as the tlush of tpnuier sîaruue
['uat liglîts her clueek at her hivers mnusi

Anul the place was tright with the rosy ttauîîe
Of the beautiful high.top sweetîng..

lieue agari aa-c two sweet strains froun a little poeim on
liait

\Vhy weep fuir those who happily forget
Lif e's tedionus wear amud fret,

who las' asisie, with jos', the boals of ii
Which cruumnp ms stili?

XVaslu net, 0 tears, these white and uquiet feet
Which, dlean f rom dust and heat,

Shall eliînib through ail the round of c('iiilfg ulym
No more rough waym.


