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belis rang softiy over the hbis; everywhere the niight dews reflected in
diamond spiendeur the shimmering light of countless stars;- how sweet the
mingled scent of flowera and new-mown hay-a double sweetniess stealing
through Nature, and feit by none of hier children more keeniy than the
nightingale, who, perched on bough and bush, poured forth hier wedding
chorus!

Count S. drank in the beauty of the nighit and ail its ideality witbi
a heart attuned to Nature's harmonies, and tbought that nu'.er before
had hie heard thc nightingales sing as they were stnging now.

At Lodi the postilion had taken the precautton te procure two very
strong horses, lest the innkeeper at Casai Pusterlengo should bu .4hort of
post.horses, which miglit easiiy be the case shouid an extra courier-post
have arrived before themselves.

True, the prospect of a lengthened waiting in the middle, of the niight
at a lonely country mnn, was flot particularly enlivening, yet Counit S.
looked upon this s4uggested contingency as more a creature of the postilion's
fancy than a possible reality, and badle 1dmi drive on and leave the rest to
Providence. Backed by the generous pour-boire of bis master for the time
being, hie did as lie wati bîd and fairiy flew over the rest of the dlrive.
Scarcely were the poor beasts barnessed and lie himnself iii the saddiu thtan
huzza !-with wbip and cry hie urged themn forward ; like soute dark spirit,
his black mantie tbrown back, bis long hair ~>ig-ehunt- ovur the two
white borses, the iight calèche swayed front side te sid#Q, the astonislîed
orderly holding on like grini deatb te the sliit railing of bis seat, and
bouses, trees, bridges, and mnilestones appeared te fiee trou'. thin in' territied
haste as they rusbed past. In less titan an Itour thte îîext po-st-bouse was
reached, a'nd tbey saw the glimmuiier of a single liglît in the littie village
of Pusterlengo.

7'o? be continxù'd.

MORTAL OR IMMORTAL

IF thou art base and eartbly, then despair.
Thou art but mortal as the brute tbat falîs.

Birds weàve tbeir nests, the lion fintis a lair,
Man builds bis halls,-

'rhene are but coverts front eartb's war anti stormi,
Homnes whoro our lesser livea take shape anti breatit

But, if no beavenly man bas grown, what forum
(Clothes thee at deatb 1

And when thy ineed of penalty is o'er,
And tire bias burnt the dross, wbure gold is noite,

Shall separate life, but wasted hueretofore,
Stili linger on

God fifls ail space; whatever doth offend,
Froin Ris unbounded Presence shahl be spurned

Or deemi'8t thou lie shouid garuier tares, wltose end
18 to bu burned 1

If tbou woulst see the Power that round thoe sways,
In whom ail motions, titought, anti life are cast,

Know, that tite pure, wbo travel iîeavenward ways,
,Se God at last.

-FRANCIS HiENRY WOOD Kingsilhorpe (','urchîyard.

THE ONTARIO SOCIETY OFARL'S

ANNUAL EXHIIBITION.

Ir is to be hoped for the credit of this Society, to wboiti the Toroiuo public
are largely indebted for Art culture aud education, that their b'est works
in oil bave crossed the Atlantic, to adorn the Canadian departmient of the
Colonial Exhibitiotn. \Viti thi idea, we fuel that great allowances mnav ixu
made for the paintings now bianging on their walls. XVu trutst the wortiy
body will forgive us for coudenîning the present exhibition as tue( wcrst
they have given us for several yeara. Many wehl-known and ri.sing, artists
are conspicuous by thuir absence, notably Paul Peel, H{arris, 1"orbes, ami
Dickaon Patterson ; the iast nanied contributîng only a amîtîl fiower piece.
Nor do the new members of the Society adequately f111 the places of their
predecessors, with the exception of Mr. G. A. lleid, whose portraits are
decidediy good and spirited : bis largest canivas, No. 4, representing a lady,
in out-of-door costume in the arit of drawing on bier gloves, tbougli a trifle
heavy and sombre in colour, is at the same time strikingly life-like and
natural ; no doubt a faithful portrait of the original, it bias at leas4t
character and originality, which cover a multitude of sins. Mr. IRid
exhibits another amail picture "lA Mexican Cow-boy " No. 27, wbicb i,
a clever and effective bit of colour, recalling the genre painting of the
French Schooi. We cannot congratulate him as much upon bis treatmient
of nature. Passing over bis very verdant Sheep Meadows, Nos. 17 and
32, to bis more ambitious canvas, No. 53, with the peetic titie IlTwixt
Night and Day," we are brought face to face with what appuars to be a
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mirage, but on dloser examination proves itself the coast study of a
Breaking Wave. In this picture, sky, sua, and shore are ail blended iu one
confusud whoie, witiî a setting sun suspended above the scene and three
curiously paraliel uines cutting acress the nmiddle of the cauivas.

Mr. Reid's Italian sketches, Nos. 61t and 76, show careful drawing, and
good perspective; but we question if even Italian skies and waters are the
peculiar blue that lie bas paîuted them. Mary iliester Reid, tue artist's
wife or sistur, lias giveit a butter tone of colour in lier reit(ering of tite
saine Venietian Scenes, Nos. 16 and 85. A little figure stiîdy aiso front
lier brush, entitied IlTenipus Fugit," No. 23, ixîdicates thtat bier powers
are net confined to the outer %werld of nature, by any iteans. Mir. F. C.
Gordon is aise a ruc"nit adlitiomi to the Society. Ilis bead of II At
Athilete," No. 7, is a powerful bit of drawing in the style of Paul Peel, but
biu lias put lus beat work into titis simaîl contribution, itis larger picture

May " No, 22, falis itîto the errer of crude raw coiourimtg frot wbicbi our
oul paimîters appear to suifer as a disease.

Lt is reaily refreshintg te tut'.r froitn the garisi antd gaudy streets of
surrouniding pictures to Mr. ilouter \Vatsotî's.4slighîtly artificial gray greens.
Ilis Il Groves of the I-lilîside," No. 25, shows careful study and detailed
work, and is a pleasing picturu in spite of its cool tone ; lus geîtius ltowever,
w.as tiet ixîspired when it calld fortli No. 42, Il'VThe i"arxn Yard at Evveu.
tide, Neyer were such sheep seemi except upomi wooden legs ; the whoie
selmene of colour atît composition is bad, autd sugg-e.tive of sigut-paiiitiimtg.
[t does scant justice to Mr. \Vatsott's ability. Mvr. Perré Igives us sottie
nice tiatural bits of scenery in the neiglibourlîood of Prestont, Ontario (Nos.
68, 73 amîd 87), wlîici mnust strely bu a very EgihloGialîty. \Ve are
sorry te admit that we are net atimirers of Airs. 'Seltreimer's artis4tie efforts,
and coi the principle that if one cantnao say .viîat is agreeable, it is butter
to say notbing, we draw a veil ovur bier pictures. \Vu sitotld like to, do
tue sante over a work of Mr. W. Cruiksiik's, No. 21 tl "Strangyers and
Piigrims whicli lias ail the faults of primuary colour we htave comîdenid
above. lus portrait of Hl. S. Ilowlamtd, No. ;9, ont tue comtrary is a
clever andi telling likueses of the original. AINr. Cruitsiîamk wouiti tIo weli
te conîfinie htiniseif cither to titat bramîcît cf lus art or~ to bis blaýck-anid wbito
efi'ucts, iii which lie bas acbieved great success.

W. L. ,Judson contributes two promîîsittg pictutres ii Il Apple Blossoma,",
No. 15, (decorativu panel) Il Le Pain Qutotidient," No. 31i. Both indicîrte
tlucided talent, which' we shial bue glad to seec yeariy iumproved and
deveioped. ie is net quitu conversant yut witl' the mianagenment of bis
colorirs; bis "lApple Blossonis " suifers front a (lufective background, toc
ccld ami gray in toue te rolieve tbe flowers. Surely a decorative patnel is

riothing if net effective - this oxie mnakes tic imipressiomn on the eye at a

little distance. Tho scene cf Il Lu Pain QuLotidlieni" we comîclude is
Frenich, net Lowcr Camiadian. It is somi'wlat titeatrical in' style, but tiiere
is abundant promtise in' it for the future. Air. J. WV. L. ForstersH portrait,
No. 71, is tbe largest cativas iii the roomit, and shows botit talent arîd
ambhitioni. The pose o'f tue lady is gond, and tue texture cf lier satinu dres
renimarkablly well rendu'red ; but at the saine tinte it is ton gorgeous, amîd

s'.ggests the unhappy tiîought tbat Mr, i[orster muid lus muodel, after
ccl lecting titeir mnost striking drawing.root. ornamuxits have dep'ositud tuient

upon timeir latest bit of very nmodern furniture. Mr. Forster is an artiat
of rnuch. ruai ability holi only requires tinte amtd experience te correct

bis taste.
Mir. G. B. Lawson is anotiter artist of whoin miucl may bu expected in tue

future, if bue will make the colouring cf luis faces less gray andi ghtastiy iii

tom'. His Il At the Window," No. 51, is really a clever study of light
amui sîtade. Mr. F. W. Beli.Smitli is sùen at bis best in the coast scenes.
He exiibits twe views of tue saine spot om' tito Bay of Fundy, Nos. 60 and
66, wiîich show a careful perception cf atinospheric effect ix' the toues cf
sua arîd cioud ;anti another called IlThe Breakin'g Wave," No. 75, ideuti-
cal iii subject with Mr. Reid's Il Twixt Night aîîd Day," but iîaving the
advantage cf it iii tue matter cf nîtturai colour and iess ideal bandlimmg:
but breakiug waves are miot easy te reprusent anti iii beti pictures the roll
is a trifle toc reguiar. Air. W. Reford lias a choyer, clear bit of land-
scape in "lA Quiet Road," No. 36, originaliy treated, and T. M. Mar in
bas exceiled iuimseif in bis painting cf the plunage' tif Il Blitebili Ducks,"
No. 61, which any sportsinan shouid bu proud te possess.

We think it a pity that the Comimittee tlit miet prcvide seata in the
room devoted te watur-coiourg, cspecially as this apartiemit reahly contains
the gemts of the Exhibition :it wouid bu picasure as weii as profit te ait
and gaze upon the pictures at one's uase and te feast our eyes upon the
works of Mr. L. B. O'Brien, wbo stands sureiy at the very head of bis
profession in Canada. For truth te nature, perfection of colouring, deli-
cacy of toue, andt artistic conception and treatment, buelias ne equai
on this aide of the water; iii England, the home cf the water-colour

IrisE 3rd, 1886.j


