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lecture on "lThe Gods " before the same audience. his answer was : Il Give me
an orthodax Presbyterian and I ivill take him, and I thînk hie meant it, for bis
argument during the evening had been directed against tbe ultra forms of
ortbodoxy in our chuirches. Tlaving classed uts ail togetber as believing that
everytbing in the Bible betw'een the tîvo covers ivas divinely given, word for
word, aînd figure for figure, hie demoiisbed us ail Nwitb a feîv witty recitals of
incangruitiis. lifasing predicated tlîat ail religions people bad charged God wvtl
sendîng famne, and ire, and flood, anîd disease, it ivas easy for bim ta lay bis
finger upoît fatal anomalies, and ta point ont niast palpable flaws, and ta say
as the conclusion of it al these people arei.veak-minded, and there is no God
at aIl ; no God but nature, and no religion but bappiness. In precÏsely the
same manner ivere we treated in is discussion af the doctrines of conversiaon,
and beaven, and bell. Illustration after illustration, and stary upon story
were given ta, sbowv the tiireasonabieness and absurdity of these doctrines.
Most ribald fuîn, i i ost execrable taste ivas poked at the doctrine of a Jndg-

ment, and scenes imagined and pi( tured after a nîast exaggerated and sensa-
tional manner. By the dactrine of conversian hie seemed ta uînderstand that
any man by accepting the <reed, especially Ilthe nib story," and the order
Joshîta is said to bas-e issued ta the sun and the moon, and the accaunt of
Janah's strange advcntuîres., anîd at best, the teachîing of thîe Bible about God,
wanld, uipon dying, go straigbit ta beaven nu niatter hosv bad bis life had been;
whercas, flic mari whob biad lived a good, honest miatily life, buit did nut believ e
"the rit) story " anîd sotue otlier thiiîgs would, on dying, go straight ta bell.

The idea of lîcas cm sitb îvhich the artbodox are credited is, thiat it is a pîlace,
or an opent sl»îce, ivith raised seats aroîînd, upon wbich the people, or tlîeîr
releaseci spirits sit anîd play ltarlis ; and it is well ivithin sigbt of bell, svhich is
a place of literai l'ire, unmnitigated by any ttîemary or any hope. Now, 1 îîced
not say ta you that thîis is an exaggeratioîî af even orthodaxy. I iih miat say
mt us a caricature, for it is uiot exactly that, buit it is an exaggeration. For

exatiple, we were giveui a pictutre : a ian gaing ta, his home anîd vife anîd
family, svbum lie lovcd truiy and iveil, anîd for svh'm he iaboutred hanestly;-
hie does îîot acccpt tlic creeds, " the nib stary " and others, but lie is a
truc man--wvbct sutddetily a dastardly villain springs upon hitti, and stabs bimi
ta the deatlî. Thei murdered nati gaes straight ta, heli, ta, wallow in tarnintiîîg
fine, for ever and for ex eriuore. The nîurderer is arrested, is tried, is cati-
dermmed ta dcath as flic penalty of lus crinie - hie alîpeals agaimîst the judgmcuît,
but it is uiot allawed - lie petitions flhe stîpreine power for pardon, and it is
refused, anîd //ieli, lie gets religion ; says he believes iii Gad and Christ ; calîs bis
fricîîds and tells theni lie is forgiveti, anîd is very joyfmil and is gaimîg ta niauint
fnom the gallaîvs ta lîeaveîî, and be blessed for ever. Mr. Ingersoîl derides
that;- points Onu cases of tiien îvho ha ve died, nat having believed the creeds,

but have lived homîest, duttiful lives, anîd at the jmîdgment are condemiied to ]îcîl,

anîd others sba lhav-e lived ini ahI iîanncrý af wickedness, but have behies'ed
before dyiîîg, anîd tlîey are adjudged ta hecaveti and the urder givemi ta band

tbem a costly liarp. Iuîdeed, the lectutrer tricd liard ta convey thie imîpressionu
that arfiiodox teaching is ta the effect that tic better iives mien live tlic deeper

they %*viil be daiîîcd if tlîey do tiat hîclieve the creed, anîd the ivorse lîves mi

live the higlier tlîey will bc iii bamiur anîd glory if tlîey only, believe. Anid lic

derides tlîat !Su do 1. I arn ashamed of it, anîd wlieî I rcad those staries of

villains about to carry ont a jutst sentence ami the scaffold, boasting of their faith
and certaintv of hecaveti, I coutld svecp far the shame that is braumght upon aur

comnman anîd glarious Chîistianity. Anîd it is only fair ta say thiat while

arthodoxy tiiakes sîtch tiigs p)ossible, thiat is tiat orthodoxy. I believe thiat
the churches iii gemîcral svouîld liesitate, if thîey would flot refuse ta acknoîv]edge
suteli teachîiîgs. I am sure the majority of thîe laity svould, and 1 believe a
niajority of thie clergy wsould. Mn. Ingersoîl repudiates that! Sa do 1, svitl

- ali my inimîd anîd hucart anîd soul. I do nat accept the doctrinie, anîd no Pape,

lio0 chuncb, 110 presl)ytcry, nu symîod, ria conference, mia diacotiate shall ever

make nie. Put mue dowsu as opposed ta tlîat, anîd be sure thiat I shahl nut tic
afraid ta spcak agaitist it.

iencm 1 amîî au imfîdel ? Coud frieîîds that is prccisely îvhat 1 ani muot.

Put tue dawn as apposed witlî ail iny mind and heart and sonmt ta, infidelity.
And I svant ho cetfer mîîy earnîst pnatest lîcre against that kind of speech whic'h
sanie af you lave imîdulged in ; you have said: 'lMr. Bray does flot say ont ail

he thinks and feels about these mnattens." Why shouîld I bide aîîything? Whal
have 1 ah stakc tlîat 1 shoumd iat have the courage of my convictions ? If 1
'vere of othen opinions, 1 %voutld say it; anîd if I believed like Col. Ingersoîl, 1
too couîld lectuire for a livinig, or 1 coumld go into business or into politics, xvherc
îny infidel notionîs îvould bc of mîatcrial service ta me. I1 %vill teul you why
souîîe-tîicy caîl thiemiseuvcs Fre Thitkers, imagine anîd say 1 do miot tell ail îuiy

id on tliese niattens ;tbey catîuot tuîumk of a mati takimîg up a position vhiîci-
us at tîciHlier extrcmc-tlîa. is ta say, whichi is neithen onthodox nar infidel,
Mn. Itîgrsoli1 arguccl thiat svay, amnd thie auîdienîce seemed ta accept thîe argumntt
Ortuiodoxy-that uttreasonalile anîd imîdefensible teaching abouit the murder aîid
the harp, and fuie lîonest mati and thie flames-that o0 the letten and figure, ai
infidelity. That is abstîrd, said Ingersoll, therefore tiiere is fia God; the Biblk
is tiot a truie book; tlic doctrines of conversion and heaven and bell arc
[igitietîts ut' di!scdzccl fttcics, file chimimeras uf disarclcred braitîs, falscbioolý

invented to dethrone our lordly reason and beguile tlie unwary people. 1
ansîver, Not so: these thrngs are absurd, therefore ]et us seek the trutti. 1 arn
flot cornpeiled to choose betwveen this orthodoxy and that înfidelity-I can find

reason and right at neither;- but it does not follow that 1 cari nowhere find

reason and righit. Mr. Ingersoli say, :Take that plictile oft te mnUrdered man

and tble miutdetcr -the one di iveîi itito biell becalsc lie bas not bIeclved xvhat

bie c oild not beliex e, and had niot a last and supremne mîomtent tii onsideŽ; and

the murderer. wbo bas eNhausted ail possibîle utecans of escaping tlic penalty of
hls rinme, and whio nc ver would liave l)elieved if is lif, bîd been spared,
gettmng religion, and dving in pomp, and going to beaven and joy forc ver-
that is unreasoniable. \ es, that is unreasonable - but wvhat do you offer me?~

Voit say, Thetefore there is no God, no converslin, no heaven, no bell. What

tben of those men? Thbe tnurdered mati, wvhat has hie suffered? iIFad bie bived

a wveek longer he mnigbt bave miet wiîlî sonie cruel disaster wbirb îvould have
made life a mnisery and dying a torture. At any rate, so far as he was
concernied, is life of care and toil wvas only abridged a little, and hie was put

ta sleep suddenly. And fltc murdet er, what do you visit uipon himi Notbing
much. Von put an end to a life of' villainy, svbicb could flot bave much joy in
it; voit kili bim dramaticaily ;and there tbecy lie, murdered and murderer, their

b)oncs titrniîtg to dust and iigling togethet, and tltat is tlic end of the story.
As if a clog lîad kilcd a dog ; iii trage yot rush iîlon tlic scene artd kili the

surs ivor, and tîtat i ;,tlic end cîf it ail. Thli streati oft tinte flows on--bubbles

risc and fluat awhiic anid bircak l uit tîotling miore. \ot sav tbat iii that

ot todoxy tliere is no reasoti: and 1 say tîtat Ini vont. tlicury of atbecisml tbierc

is an tter lack of justice. 1 %vant tbec Reasuit îvbicl 1 do not fid i ortho-

dusy, and the Justice wbii 1 Ido mît tinrl it inid <eliîy.

ILt us, look intu tbiesc tlungs a littie carefuliy and ivithout iu ejudice. Be

careii abouit putting asvay old and widely-believed doctrines for genlerally

tiîey are or blave becii thec oîttgrowth oif great and important facets. First, of aht
you will admit that we live, anîd tlîat ive arc iinder sorte kitîd of moral iaw.

No mnatter îîow froin wbetîcc it came, hiere it is. \Ve have ivritten and
iiiwritteil rules for our gutidanc e. Tbe laîv of the land probibits certain wrongs
and punishes theni, lut wrongs are possible of duing wbiclî nu statute Law cati
rcacbi. We are sure that tlîcy are îvrongs- flot because it is writtcn i a book,

but our moral sense tells lis that they arc wvrongs, anîd by moral law tbey are

probibited. But tlic mioral laîv is iot strong enougli to prev'ent the workiiîg of
cvii So tlîat tlicrc is sin 'iii the %vorld that is ait actual fact. Thins i

twisteci out of tbecir proper shape ; tbiings wvbiclî sbould bie straiglit are nmade

crooked ; there arc perversionîs and deflections everywvlerc. That is tlie teachimîg

of nature ; your reason ivili not deny that, for it is a fact of experience ;and mny
fi-ce-tbinking fricnds ivill alloxv me to say tbat tlie saic thing is fotind in thec
Biblc--that is to say, flhe Bible recognises the fact of sin in in. 1 want to,

establisît tiiese points of aîgrccment, iii order, ftrst of ail, that we inay bave

sonte cuniinoti gruni( to stand tipon,a~nd secondly, tîtat 1 îîîay rid nîysclf of the

charge tnany bave brutght agaiîîst mce during flie last feîv cays, Io the effect that

like ail ortbodox arguers 1 rush tri the Bible for cvcrytlîitg- " a book,"~ say rny

crities, IIw'icb we uttcrly reliidiate." Voit sec thtat 1 do not, do tliat it aIl. I

fmtîd mati liere, and wrong iin miail wrong entcring into is tbioltgbts and

breaking omit iin ahl bis life. 1 fiiid bideous plagîte spots over ail the lbody of

bnmiianity-the ricb grind thc faces of the pour, the stroîig oppress tlic weak,

the cniing ebeat flie slowv of brain, the far.seciiig outwvît flie icar-sighted

there is îvrotig iii lrivate anid iin public life. The Bible recogtiises tlîat fact, anîd

tells is the story of its cvii xvorkîng. So tliat you cannot littcrly repudiate the

Bible sa far as that lpart of it goes. Weil, a stcp) fîtier. 1 fiil iii natutre a

very evident strîîggle agaiîîst that svrutg. Shc tries to beal tlic dainage done by
flood anîd fîre, by rcndiîîg eartlîquakc anîd tierce volcanio ; stroîîg îvinds break

up heavy vapotirs, anid tlie stroîîg rays of tlie suri, îvhich lntrn urp tlie grass and

thc corii, suck upt the watcr froin flbe sca anid senid il along as ( loud to pour

oîît in raiti upomi the parchcd field. Mr. I tîgersoîl told uts tbat lie ltad once
frighteeed a mati wlîo askcd hiin bow lie would bave mnade flic carul better if
lie liad had the power, by sayiiîg, /I' 1 would liave miade good lical th catching."'
If Mr. ingersoil will stutdy the laws of his god a little mnore, hc iih iind that

jitst the iml)ravenlent lie suîggcsts was thotught of and miade long ago, and gaod

hcailh is woîiderfuliy cýýatclîitîg. And su 1 ftmîd aing nîcu a dispousitionî ta

inîterfere witb this sitn or wrang doing. Lt is flic one subject îvbiclt agitates

socicty ,it is the object of our legislatiomi, of aur reformratories anîd ulenitemi-

tiaries anîd prisons ; ive try to prevent it ive ptîish mietn %vbcn he>' bave

beexi guilty of it, if lav or public opiniioni cati reacu tliemi ; and ive tr t o cure

it. Anîd ail that tlîey did thîrce thausaîid years and niore agu. Moses îvorkcd

that vay- so did ail tlic prophets and mamîy of tlie lricsts. Xoutai rcail the

story of it there, iii tiîat book whvli frec-thitikcrs Il îttcrly reptidiate."

Now, I want ta take atîotbecr stcp. Sin is a fact of life anîd cxpcrience,
wlîich inillics tlîat right-rightncss of thîought, of word, anîd uf (leed--is a

i fact of life anîd experience. ']'hîc pritnary abject of ail law is tu niake mîeni du
r riglît always-to make riglit-tiiking thie normal conditioni of tlie mid, anîd

>tiglht doing the habit of the band. Buit the lais'lbas îlot lîrevailed- -for tble
general mind lias flot tiiat nîormîal condition, anîd the hand is flot habituated ,a

i flic doiîîg of guod wvorks of jutstice anîd trutît. Tîmlem cui-nes the tu1mestioli, Conl


