
niche, and a full length figure of St. Urban 1 asleep. Her body was placed in a cypres
in pontificial robes, with his name inscrib- coffin-very unusual to the Catacombs, er
ed. Both of these, De Rossi thinks, be- is doubtful if a single example was elvC

long to the tenth or eleventh century. discovered-anid buried in the cemetery
Another picture, probably of the seventh Callixtus, " near the chapel of the popet
century, of a richly attired Roman lady But miracles ceased not with lier deAhe
with jewelled bracelets and necklace, is In the translation of the m irtyrs from th'

conjectured to represent St. Cecilia. A Catacombs by Pascal I.. in 817, the rema

large recess in the wall next to the " Papal of Cecilia were overlooked. The saint

Crypt " is thought to have held her sarco- peared to the Pope in a vision and revea

phagus. De Rossi and his English editors the place of her burial. He sought the SP a
seem to accept substantially the Romish and found her body as fresh and perfect '

legend of this celebrated martyr. Protest- when laid in the tomb five centuries before

ant readers, however, will take the liberty He placed it in a marble sarcophagus unde
of rejecting the miraculous partof the story the high altar of the Church of St. Cecilio'
as an invention of the fifth century, when which lie rebuilt upon the site of her Pa
the legend first appears. ace.

St- Cecilia, virgin and martyr, according In the year 1599, or nearly eight centurie5
to her rather apocryphal acts was a maiden later. Cardinal Siondrati, while res to rin
of noble rank-ingenua, nobilis, clarissima. the church, discovered this ancient sarco
She sang so sweetIy that the angels de- phagus. It was opened in the presence he
scended to listen to her voice; and to her trustworthy witnesses, and there, say the
is ascribed the invention of the organ, ecclesiastical records of the time, vested d'
which is therefore her attribute in art. She golden tissue, with linen clothes steePed
was betrothed to Valerian, a pagan of pa- with blood at the feet, besides remnants o

trician rank, yet had vowed to be the silken drapery, lay the incorrupt and virg

spouse of Christ alone. She confessed her form of St. Cezilia in the very attitude'
vow to Valerian on lier marriage-day, and which she died.*
assured him that she was ever guarded by It is difficult to know what proportion f
an angel of God, who would avenge its vio- truth this legend contains; but, like n ,
lation. He promised to respect her vow if other of the Ronish traditions, the lare

he might belold her celestial visitant. She admixture of fiction invalidates the c1i"5
told him that his eyes must be first illumed of the whole. Its sweet and tender mys

by faith and purged with spiritualeuphrasy cism, however, lifts it out of the regionf
by baptism, and sent him to St. Urban, fact into that of poetry, and almost disar-1s f
then hiding in the Catacomb of Callixtus, hostile criticism. The excessive praisc at
who instructed and baptized him. On his virginity indicates a comparatively ate
return he found Cecilia praying, with an origin. On the festival oi St. Cecilia, tto
angel by her side who crowned her with 22d of November, her tonb is adorned Wt
immortal flowers-the lilies of purity and flowers and illumined with lamps, and fIA
the roses of martyrdom. His brother is celebrated in her subterranean chape
Tiburtius came in, and, struck with the a richly apparelled priest-strange contrA
heavenly fragrance, for it was not the time to the primitive worship with which ads
of flowers, he also was converted and bap- she was acquainted. In a sarcophagus
tized. Relusing to sacrifice to the pagan covered.near her tomb were found the

gods, the brothers both received the crown mains, it is assumed, of ;her husband
of martyrdom. lerian and his brother Tiburtius, who

Cecilia herself was reserved for a more manifestly been beheaded; and also the

glorious testimony. By order of the Roman of the prefect Maximus, who was convert
prefect she was shut up in the caldarium, by their martyrdom and was himseht bestei¶
or chanber of the bath. in her own palace, to death by Plumbatoe. The skull Of t
which was heated to the point of suffoca- latter was found broken, as if by suc". h
tion. After a whole day and a night she weapon, and its abundant hair matted W'
was found unharmeci. No sweat stood upon blood!
her brow, no lassitude oppressed her limbs. in an arcned recetss uuuer tit: nign altur-of

A lictor was sent to strike off her head. Cecilia is a beautiful iuarbie statue of the saint
Three times the axe fell upon her tender recumbent posture, by Stefano Maderna, acc-1npan

neck, but, as the law forbade the infliction by the following inscription: e4
EN TIBE SANCTISsIMAE VIRGINIS CAECILIt î

of mare than three strokes, she was left G lEM1 QvAM isEs INTEGRAM IN sEPVLcfiliCol
alive though bathed in blood. For three cLNTEM vIDI EADEM TIBI PRORSVS EODIM

days she lingered, testifying of the grace PORIS sITv HOc MARMUORE EXPRESa. ie
" Behold the image of the most holv Virgin Ceb h

of God and turninig many to the iaith; and whom i myseif saw Iying incorrupt'i-à her to - t

then, giving her goods to the poor and her have ia this marble expressed for thee the sane
house for a church forever, she sweetly felI in the very same posture of body.'
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