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-The miarket for raw silk bas continued
aite inactive, and concessions offered by
apanese dealers and a decline in exchange
uat lbas miade it easier to do business li

goods markets, both' ifl this country and
abroad. Many milîs are increasing their
production, and flot a few new, 'ones are
being started or projectcd. This means an
încreased conisumption of rawr silk, and
will force manufacturers into the market
iii the *ncar future.-Dry Goods Econo-
nmist.

-The cotuntry storckeeper in Canada
and the States may have a hard time of
it trying to compete with the mail-order
bouses, but may consider himaself lucky,
compared with the me rchantý ixi the smaller
towns of Great Britaixi. There they not
only have rural free delivery, but there is
a parcels post by which boxes of dry
goods or firkins of butter may bie for-
warded by mail. To, add to the local re-
taîler's woes, the Government is consider-
ing the establishment of, a postal C.O.D.
system, by which the. letter carrier will
collect the money for the màil-order conr-
cern. Naturaliy, the, storekeepers are up
in arms, and by a united '"holler"' they
may succeed ini having his obnoxiotts pro-
ject squelched, at least temporarily.
They have a system o'ier there of delug-ý
îng the Postniaster-General with postal
cards sayîng, "No," to the pooe
scheme.

-Business lu- the fancy departments of
dry goods at Manchester bas somewhat
imüproved, and hetweexi now and the middle
of- Noveniber there should" be a much
brisker movement in these branches. The
demand for heavy goods- is, however,
somewhat unsatisfactory, and in the linen
and white goods branches are far iront
brisk. In the silk sections there has been
more doîng in dress goods of Continental
makes, and Macclesfield articles, sucli as
handkerchiefs and mufflers, have also been
the subject of a larger enquiry, although
trade generaliy lu the town is not brisk.
he' movemnent in other silk districts is

îîot large enotught to, cali for special e
mark. There has beexi a fair turnover
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in the Belfast, Ireland, linen market dur-
ing the week, and prices continue steady.
Flax keeps highi in pric-e. Rates for
Russin flax seemed to tend downwards,
for a f ew days, but have firmed ýagain,
and there seemis littie likeiihood that raw
niaterial wili be cheaper for sorte tinte.
Export trade is miodecrate, and tends to im-
prove. Orders front the United States are
flot comning forward as might bie expected,
but a better feeling is noted, and an ex-
pansion in business may shortiy be looked
for. CuIban trade should also show an im-
provement very sooni. There is a steady-
deniand irom the Soth Amierican mar-
kets. Caniada is beinniing to buy more
freely, and there is a growing business
with Auistralasia. The Einropeaxi markets
are quiet.
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ASSTS,$105 656931 1.60
Proof of Publie Confidence

This Com nxy has more premlum-ipaying
business lifrce ln the United States than
axiy other Company, and for each of the.
laEt 10 Years bas had more New Insurance
accepted and issued in Amnerica than any
other Comnpany.

The. Numxber of Folioles i force lu
greater than tbat of any other Comipany in
Amner-ica, greater than ail the. Regular Life
Insurance Companles put together (Resu

on)adcax only b. appreciated by coin-
pno.It la a greater mumber than the.

Conbnd Population of Greater New
York, Chicago, Phîladeiphia, Boston.
Toronto and Montreal.

Signilîcant Facù
This Company's Pollcy-clahus paid li

1903 averagei lin nuniber one for eacb min-
ute and athird of each busine~ss day of 8
boura each, and, lu amnount, $89.00 a min-
ute the year tbrough.
THSE DAILY AVERAGE OF TIIE COMPANY'S
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39pee day in number of Claims IPaid

6,297 per slay in numuber of Poliche Isýd

$lt 30.3,559.0() W~' da nNw1...

$98,582.76 hodr n diint eze

~arte»lrs rgaring ii.plan cftise5e3,84ian a 18 pbaier ay cfi 1gext n in eail tii.

)al citiea of thse Unitedi States i~nd Canada, or froan the Home Office, Madison Ave. New York City.

nt of Canadian SeeurltieS deposited wtth the Dominion Govsrnmmnt.
or the protection of Poloy-boldei's In Canada. 81 800.000.00.


