
A NIGHT"S ADVENTURE.

Te <sle slio bs becîî abusent fromt home
fer eul etgtli of titis'. i at is more pleasatt
tsemi thîe iieus tiîau lic tîiy retenuu erlier

t) ien lie is ailsieîi ?
Fred lo tyit ball ee i ntcil Auckland for

tiîrcycasîr, bciiig elie Neuv '/elusd agent
foi. IL Nt-v loi k firtîs. He Liad been

ecali nîl te rettiri ukt tuse endt of thle tiîls-d
yu'er. Uctelier caisse, andiu thliîgi tirce

nîeontiis yct reiusîtmuî il, lue su-as Lesh is srpriscîl
sid îîileIîsu. Io receive an order frtte the
tirit for fllet tii reLltin et ont-e.

Up ta Luis t iiie elle îsos'lty cf uîeiug in a
&tfraunge inuîl suie imîpor-tance lie toit fisi tise

vosk bciiig (lotie, amni tue picaszuîtiesucs of
aise social life, pî reutedt cens IL aliadosv of

suuusiiucsfrein istuu-biîîg h lîn.
Blu (u sti stt îîllei reali-,sîto oîu f aul caiî '

moLlît ii, su. lisîle villag'e ia the \
7er-luoit, hiik

s etcîccl tu sliouv itsel f seltIi sîlrrisimig tis-
Liiîctiieass, and a seing litile liiiuc scenîcîl in

standi (,îut umore liliiy I leti aniy Ot lier. It
suas Ilite scelle ef luis clildiîuoîl. Ife liait
,îevs'r ieft ft mere tîsan si miondte nt a tintie
ilitil sulie, three yea-a iefore, lie liait balle

goitiiiiy to suis pau dits Le sai-t ou ivsliat then
sensii a jiilruucy of indiiiitmî leuigtii.

WVitl tisese tiiougims uiîsu prcsýenting
thenselcves se vividiy. t ie fcss- (Liys Lduit re-
unaiseul aL Nesv Zu;uand sceiscl umore ligoe-
iiug and interuminiab le tLtie auy hie liait ever
spent.

'Tie Lune stas more tiiisî filulei itis lithoe
elu n tt osl f bîusinsess aund a iiost ef

goedby catis.
Sooîi Fredl fouteil hinsseif on tise lsroad

Pacifie, jîiutl.uioyilg tossa-u Ran Francisco.
Omiîsg te the suildeiuicss cf luis uleparttire,

iluIiait becu issless te wiite liouî:e ef Lise
cuîasgc t of puan ;assd, sistea'l of eabling,
Freildiositl.-uosu e ueijk to sur-
prise tîsesu by arrivingise.\pccteciiy

'hie stentîser, liowever, tlîd sîeul buat
acros4 tise Paîcifie. %eme of the tisacusiisery

susiusatiled hy a lieasy seruin Llîat dii e
tIse ceasel eut of iLs cuhrse. 'is ilicessi-
talct it stop ut tIse Sandwich 1siails ta do

ouerepii îg. aîî tsue i-ceis Liter titsan
w-as expecu.ed ise Golden Gate sese custercul.
Six dayli more mere ussei in crossitig tule con-
hisset, and ous a cool leouir~ttte in lIe-
cember Fred armivcui iii Nîw York.

.A tisousîiud Limes dl;rinr titis lonsg anîd
st- uejocmney liail lue pictuirel (e hlest.

.soif lui retumo. Soînelsiiess hue thieuglit lio
sîoîshd arr-ive in tlîe u'-îriy moruiug, andi sud.
dcnily d rop ils tuion tiue i;uuily it us-ealkfast.
Agiin anti lgain lie pictiteut te liitiseif the
hîappy luot atstonisuucd expsressionus ui thie

faces of his fatier, esotiier tnd littie si-tIers.
Senietimes lu. mus at licou tiiet lue vroiulu
arrive, and ssnceremotieuly seau: in wlsile
tise fansily svecte ut diniîci. Tilis plain did
net suit vcry wcii. lu, goeing tiurotugii the
village stureet unauy ci fu-icils stoulltibe
unes., su-hie sVolitif dtay hss wvlscr le suas
liastceiusg te, sec uLis motiier onuce mole, anti
aise posisiby thue noir~s migiit go biefore lîluis.

Ouise h ci iole, tine eseuuiig cecînos the
bcst. lu the damkiiess lue couil pass terre-
eogsîizcýd Lsrolugls Lue village, ansd ecci Lthe
isosse iuuuiclaycîl. Arriv-cu Lucre, Ise ceutil
eunter tlîo faîîsily circle asrsmiti LIse llcusamit

firelîlace ii he s ittingr-cm, and attenîd the
rosi of the csriiig quuietly uit homne. If lie
arriccil turing tise elay, Ilue house sceulî
soues le crouu'u,'d witti frîcuîîls cuiger te sec
lm, anthLe fit su. moenîts witi luie parents
coutul îlot lie cuijeu aloue.

Onu uîruis-iug lu I'ecs York, Froîl seent im-
ureiliatcly te the fiin Le meulert. NIr. Clai-

vcy, 'lit senior partuser, su-es, Cuit of tomu*, andiî
sceîîiî isor returiseontitlabter ii Lime liay.
l~iiuussst wsait. Tise tu ip liat scemteil luaîg

b'u.uiu ut slouw te ait ileii sîtîi scutit, leu
one kuicus for iesvbeug, s-suulutycruel.
Tîsce ceas; suoLhuig tu doi, s, lue set donn
aaisl iteruuatciy conssultes] li% wtucl, andu

iuîukeui u. the uher tlurouu,'lu uclik-i Mhr. Clair.
voy uuuutet comte e cusiter lus private office.
lvesr3 tintue tLiseoilLer door s%îsîs neîud lue

coutil net iiclp gonimg ho siec if tue absent
senior puirtiier suas clut'u-tug. ),"acte Lusc
for four lisirs lie sus îlisat!puiittcu. At
flet Mlr. Claius <y returuid, uiil lifter tue
IIItiliees uit, lusuiti liuiu hev,î t raussuel , Fred
LastcdeL thie < iiiuu Ceuî rusi st ationî.

lu plannuiing lats m-ctiurîs, Fioendlvi paid i t.
tie aenetio te tiue titîseo f arrivaui ot tuais.
on rcenciisg Lise stat ion. lmu fîuuîusl tissu Lise

fi ret traini lie vosilil itll wtiti olu rendu tise
a:ucl tuuouuelt cf viliagn uit 1'2 suust nigl'it.
Seversi houurs' del"e mouIlu bc casuîcl'hy
msiitiuig for Lisettraimi tiscu.ari-isc-li litthe
iloriaiiig. 'fîis delîîy us-oui1i1 sîuîciy be ui
let 'stas, -ad couid net hi endîurcîl.

lie tiicrefusre tîîk tue furet traits. Fiais
woiiidl rî-ally lue iiuuchumoro oie susrprise tis

auy cftise etiier.. He klo%%,Lîst u pr
i-lite cvec sounu sheeplers. Ife kîmle%- aiseo
luîs, thse lisuse couile]b he utercet et iiu.lt.

aill crawml in quuieLly. ispends Lhe re~iiii-
,Icr of thei uIig!ut.i l îy mais, alid couneilousun
tolr-skIst witli tle rost."

bowly thealternoon. passed aoway te
besl cpr, Lypicul ofatt New Engied

railroad restauransts, was servedl in a dirty
lîttie station. T1'le es'ening passedl more
slouvly thitan the afternoon. At teait wheu
alecpe thireatenied tu, hecome master of the
situatieon, lie erdered, bis bertlî made tep,
nid core tsîrnedl in, ssrictiy charging the

porter te weke ltien at Il :45.
lit the ist of a picotant dreans af an

isiescribahie mixture cf things, far foroign
te he thoighs tiat were uppemosst, lu bis
mind whcn awakeo, lie vies i udcly arouced. A

dark woely tîea<i %ith twe brigbt, cbining
eye, peereit in hetvreen tho curtains, and a
vol ce aaid

"lQuarter of twelb, ssi! Bloch yen wvaut-
ed te woko et. qarter oh tweth, sais."

fA week of ceepiuîg car life prepares ene
for ussytiIsg .ed witboîit teking au extra

doe irvd insisiftcýley diressed, nef thero
imumping fis lcaît ner- puttiiig lis rigbt foot
ints the loft slîee.

As iustil thîe train %vas late, and fiL watt
12:lÎ0 liefîsre it stoppeil hy tLule amnati station
cf the cItînlicriig village. A vcry sicepy
raiiroa<l elliciai, etirpîîeýtld tiiet any one
ciolild leavc tHie trai et that unseasoneble

icft lis triii n lt te care of tîsis man, iaid
withIiis valise inIiis haud, starfed to %veile
e the bmonse. A good nmile iay between titis

anîi the st.ationi.
'f'lic iiigfit wvas heautifuil. The moon,

siigistly 0ui tse wvsîe, re.eîîferced by count-
lesastars, mnadle thc silosv covered ground
resffieiî<lnt fier iilis ar,îuiid. A good patte
liait licou traiiipled in the road, renderfng
wsalkiiig culliparatsvely easy.

Tierce years iit umade nt) dill'erence la the
quiet village. Ati tlîe otd landinerks res-

îiliiiic sîidisturlicd. TIse blises witls which
lic lait lcou faiitarali hie life, were in their

;îcîisomîi sisce, uicuaeed. luonefieid,
for years uubed, steed a mediera Quan
Aiic ecottage. lune less than 10 letters
freon frieîîds at home hîall tisiieen accurate-

'y descriheil, for lu. sva the eîîly lbouse Liiet
lîcîl hen Liilt silice lîisdcpsrunre. Theolod

whîite cisurcis steod oct, isideoiis in its plaiîî.

sIets,3 witlî its gliastiy spir. peiîstiug Loiverd
ieci.The tewiî liait, with its row of

liaif.giaNvedl horse posta ceated wit i e, asid
tise towîîi pîîîîîp, kelît froc hy porpetuel use.
were as iiatîirid as ever, aud stimerons oiler
fausiliar obijecte lîrclîglît Lack picasurnt
lieiiic'rjeb anid reclcti bs.

Net a soul was meving. TIse stulinessa mas
brokes eîly l'y the occasieuiiai harle of a (log
n Borne (isaiît fariîîioiise, or thîe suhdced
iiouo f a cow., distiîrhett poscihly Ly a
dreuglît tiruii soine negiccted crack. It
wras %viLli a fccliiig of iiisp)eakahie happinecs
Qit Frecd Laiîtleii îîlog oser the alippery

groilitil Il<)%% uiiiti angur cemed Le mie
te riigiit tîaî ini tfhe days of isis chlîhood,

svi'e vfih hileceîinpasiieeis lie lagged along te
the district selieul.

At iast the oid lioncsteed was reaciîed.
Dsirk anit etill it atuoil aes if iest'rtcît. No
Irselidir liglît, »Il, frieiîily suiniîd, te weleoîne
lioiiie thîe travellor. Hib mnitler uid fatlier
sicpt svitlii, littie diecaiai8Ig tient, at thet
nmomient Lieir sen titood entsidle the gate

Now t> cuiter Lue lieusBe iuieard. Everîloi'r suas holtect anîd harred, for alitîeug
iii the c'0"lity, tliero more toc unany velu.
ahie tliigs lu the lieuse te pîermiit of eny

rikiiii rlui.. Ncvertlessi, yith ail tIe
cre Ldent was Ltan, tiiere was aile woak

prireut, kiîewi, lsewever, to tise faiiiy alerte.
y the use of a kîîife blaeefroîsi tieoursidie,

e catch ou o o etha' diiig.rooes Windows
ciiiilul lie casily iifsoîeli 1t iv'as cire of
siiese litttle tiigs about the lieuse tisait hall
nceded at.tentioni fer yearc. ILt bsil heurt ne-
glectcid, as ail tlîiigs are sîlen tl is every.
heihy's businecss te have Llioin repaired.

l'lic crueL t ni te siew ii tbe yard reemIl
te ovape wft ubsnusuat nsoisette Fred ca-ofiîiiy

mad ie luwauy arourîd Le the window. 'l'lie
valise %vas plit dîswn ii tIse snew, anîd efter
sorme troule Lue wintosv mwu înlockcîi wiLL
n jack.knilc. 'rite windew was an oiil.fasb.
ioned otne, scitlieut weîightis, and, eitsough
raisedl wii thie utuîost cars, iL creakcd sun-
înercifully. A forked.siisped butten held it
lu place whlic openi. IL wsva a long resets

frotte tise groeind, aud Mefre tue wiudow w'as
secured it vcry iiearly dropped bck egaf n.
A banîg ce caîitcu evouid aweken ail tise in-
mates of tise bîouse. A ft*'r the seindov lied
been cecreil, Lise valise mas qusietly tifted
fi, foitowed hy iLs ewiter. First the lîead,
tscu tise hody, thon Lwoý long legs came
silently fi. Onîce mosre Fýrcd ctood in Lis
fatlicr's lieuse. H1e elosed tise window and
preparecl te go to lis reomt.

But cuddeiily iL occurzed te teins that Li%
retent miglit not Le in orîler. Net bierig ox-
peeteul for tw's uîoutlic, tise furîsîture suiglit

peossihty have hecs, i îoveil eut, and cortiuly
tue lied sveutd net lic muade aie. At tise lisaid
of tise chairs was a ruent tisat ceas invariudly
ke1it ini resulinese fer iiicexpected guct. ft
weuidLe fer botter tocpcnd tlînîgttLiiere.

Aise, as this neeessitatedl the climbtng of
but one, liight of staîrs, tLerewaoutdh bc uch
iess danger if hic heing board.

As lie stertedl te beave the rossa lie stub-
Ledt lis tee against a chair. Boe bolet Lis
breath and listened. TLore cvas no sowied,
aud egain Lie started into the Lail. Siowly

sand carefuily hie climbed Lthe carpeted stairs
Hie heid the valise beiîind'him tient iL mnight
not blmp against the wait ef the balustrade.
Hie Ladl aearly galned the top wisen another
tbongist presented itself. What if sorte
gust wves et that moment occupying tbe
recens leiore would Lie nothing tIson to do
Lut spcnd the nigbt on tise floer in bis roent

or go demis to tise sitting mont and sieop on
Lue louage. WVhy hall lie noL Lhougbt of
thaL Lcfore ? Ho woutd have made mueL
feus neise aud wouid have Leeui cure te re-
mains uudiscovcrcd until morssing. But ast

h e ao eneur tise chamreter, IL evas Lest te
eslcertaili if iL was occupied. Fortnteiy

the door mas opîn. He put his valise dema
on theosstside aîudiistencd for tise breathlng
of a sceper. Att was quiet cave tise ttsump.

Cu onf bis own lseeut, for aithotsgh et home,
le)e wes seînewlsat of ancexciting5 sensation

eaused Ly prowirg about in tue derk ini se
secret a meuner.

Feeling sure tlîat the roins was uneccn-

fuied, Lie entereul, and with little difficutty
codthe centre taLle. Hie liadt bat 1 i1itted

tIse famale ripoun it, wisea an indescrulbble
sensation came over hiem. IL mas the sensa-
Lion one iceis wbeu suddenly reeiizing tiiet
ceune cie is watcbissg. Mie raîsed lis etes

homard the door et Lue opposite aide ai thse
roons, and wac startled te sc e tering, a
strstnge youngl lady dressed in a long wrap.
per. I lier I f t biand elle boetd s iighted

maudle, hit lier riglît band c cocked revolver.
Tue latter wea eimed nplesantly in tise
vicinity of bis iîead, and cousiderfîîg discre-
tien LIme botter part of vîsior, ie juiped into
a smait cleset et lits aille aid clesed tise
door. Tue next inîstanît lie board a trne
pressaid egaist tue loiver part cf thse deor,
and tise key tun-neul in Lise reck.

His tirst impulse mas Wa preveît any flring
timet iluiglît takoe place, andi he licstened ta
cryr

"Dms't shoot le'
1 h ave ise iuttntioIs Of doing ca," sas-

cwered e veice from tlie ostside. I tiik
1 have you vory securely nom, and will ho
eble te keep you boe as lofig os I wish."

ierc %vas cert.aimîly a pecutar position. To
be locked fis a choscu. in Ibis own home hy an
abolet ctranger, wuss herdiyý thse receptien
lie Lad expected teliaee mslais returu. But
ha was gi-oatly periexoit tu know how te

begim a eoverationm witî lbis fair capter.
At test lie saisi

** Who are yuu, and iat are you doiug
isere?"

IThat je a nice question for yen toesk. I
tliale iL woult ho mocre scunsible if 1 esked
yeuî tîsat"

Tîis was tegical. lie lid malle a foet of
himnsetf ii heginiiing, but woult try egain
and eusdcw ou- ho do hotter.

"I 1alim the sous of tIse lieuse and ]lave just
retu rncd fronti e joui riney.

"I'liat la as very likety story," aile replied.
It s more feelibb iliau yonr flrst reiark.

Thl coce of Lue bouse isuemwia New Zealand,
anrd wilt net retrs% fer ts'o mueîs er posci.

Lly a lonuger tinse. If Le 'Jid i, hould muet
l iery lîkely to come et Luis unseumaiy heur
aul cuiter lu this umlcrenieniuîis matisier."

Thmis was a hogicl as ecler first remerk.
Circumnstaltial esidelice of Lue meslet convinc-

uit, iîracter 5555 eriain]3 agaitest ien.
« But wen't von toit une who Von arc 1"

.. c rtaimiy I. sîsen t. w i ai, god wull it
dle you Le kuow wue I am V

It woulii, indeed, ho liard Wo make ber
inderstatid the reasoii. Nevertîreteas, sortie-
thiuug mueat Lie doue andle hoteie quiekly.
AltLboufh living lu tise country, Mr. l3oylsL

ou joyed ail Lise modtern imprevements pes
cible. The bouse wa ieeted Lysetean.I, bn
owing Le iLs hîaviug beeîî introuluced massy
ycsrs afLer tue luotuse was Lijt, Lise pipes
wcre not se conveniently arraugcd as Lbey

would Lave bes in a nOm bouse. Luit Le
acoemmoulate thons. TLe pipes to Lise tisird
story pessedl Liromsgh tise cernuer of Lise
closset lu which Fred was imprisoned. Tho
cioset %ves amait and fitlil wth dresses, and
there. mas Lecy rent, for e persun ta stand
insiste. Tubepeor feitowmas uccomfortable,
We Bay tIse leait.

Il ou dou't seea t realize that tise se
pipes poe thtrantl tbis cloet. 1 shallsife
cote uf yomî don't let use ont."

i am perfectly weIl awure of the poal.
tien of the ast pipes, Lut 1 bave ne inten-
Lien lettiug yen eut,"

lBut 1 mnuet hsave air."
Il Weil bire IL is," sule eid, aud talcing

thme beilles frein the fi replace, sule fittedl the
f0701 Iite the key.làele anmdblew e lot of air

iuta tIse cleset. Fui hadl littie usfeet, hum-
ever, and t llsemed neccecsary Lisat Loeshould
ctart off ou a nom tack.

IWhy don't, yen call my father? Ile
could certainty belle you."

I don't ncif auy lielp," aile tereely re-

IlBut if ho was letre 1 know hie weuid
recoguize îny voico."

Ai ahe hadl bien in snob absotute security
tisere seemod o Lie no Larin In tetllig bie
that there was no other man in tb. house.
It would aiseo Lest to tol ienl thîe truth.
Undoubtedly hie had beard of the absence of
beth Mr. Boyistand lis son, and hallbroken
intoltho bouse in consequence.

IlMrs. Boyist was unerpectodly calledl ta
the hedido of bier mother, whowas sudden-
ly taken seriousiy fil. Mr. Boytst accola-
panicd Ler."

" The surprise bas greatiy excceded my
fondcstexpectations,' thought Fred. "lDid
tlîey Lake their daughtcrs with thons ?"

But thinking thse conversation hadl been
carricd on far ceugb, she did not answer
bien.

Again hoe was forcedl to consider how next
to approaci this invincible jailer, whe wouid
noitber believe hi& statements, nor take pity
on bis sufferings. The hest of the closet
was oppressive amd somothing muest be donc
t> rolieve hîm.

I telt you 1 arn te son of the house."
ho restiuaiet. I fournil that I ehessid Le Lles
to Ibave New Zealassd earlicr then 1 Lall ex-
pecteil t, ani Bo came home without cabi-
ingLteauofnsy early departure. Unfortun-
ately Iarrived at ai lit and decided that I
would waKe n0 oine, tut surprise them 8,11 in
iJie morniug."I

11Thet is a poorer attempt than you bave
yet malle. I suppose tisat fi I hall formel you
îlown stairs with al the culver and valuabies
iit a haîsdie, you wotld have claimed tise
samne tlig and exptainedl Liat you wero
oîiy inakiîîg a tittie surprise for tise fasssiy.
It 153of 150 use5 fer te arguec. 1 shall on no
condition reicase yen, and you mey as well

beigin itow to, wait patientiy util icorang.
At tIsefirst opportuity I wili hait soine
passing farnner andi have you conducted to
Uise sboerjff' bouse."

Tbat wossid ho weli, because any fannier
wbo would pais the bouse on a winter's

mornaing would heaumie rcîglborwbe, woîiild
rercogîsîze bien. But Ille thüngist ofspeiiding
four or five more heurs iii that ovodi, was use-
beerabie. If hie did iset (lie for waîit of freah
air, hae would ccrtaireiy seller greatly.

Saddcnly e happy IL huegt etruek lain.
"Outcide the door yen witl find ruyvalise,

1 tbink ttc contents will convince yeu that, f
ain Fred ]3oyIsL."

,I allait net leave, this door for aîîy rea-
son."'

This was discouragiisg. Then auotiier
is&p 7ztiglit appeilied. atte o n

muther. If you witi open Lthe door t wilt
show iL Wo yen."'

On nie condition allait 1 open the door.
If you have eiiy lpet you wotild bite mIe to
ieo, yen may tlirust IL nîider ttic door."

Plaiifiliy in the aliaitapace allowed, Fred
stiiopeil, aid witli iucs diliciilly sc'cetdcil
in forcing the huter tlîrugh tlv aîilli crack
beLween thle door and tie oetil. 'l'en lie
eagcrly, %aitid bier repty.

Fuis lais vritteni tu Freid Bisylat, but iL ls
dotoit fl Columbhus, 0., anid tjigiied by a lst
entirely unknîil tu Ille."

'Thaui, in Uiceîlark I have madle a mistake,
an(i given you HIe w''sglutter. l'leasc ex-
animîe tis ette."

.&gaies lie stooped andi iiîaîaged te tisriist a
seconîd ]ctter out jute tise reoili, and siervous-
ly waîted for lier te niswer.

Il Ycs, Luis is f rotte Mrs. Beylst to Fred
Boîylst. I eoîiBui seswi îg lt

iL proves netiiiiig. How cau 1 telt tiiet yeîî
are Mr. Fred Beyist? PoRsihly yon bave
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