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CALENDAR FOR JANUARY.

1—Cir¢unctston of our Lord,

“  5—Friduy—Iast,

“  {—JPIPHANY,

“  7—1sl Sunday after the Iipiphany.

“ 12—Priday— Fast,

* 14—2nd Sunday after Epiphany.

“ 10—Iriday—FRast,

“ 21—SErruacESIMA.  (Notice of Conversion
of St. LPaul).

“  25—Conversion of St. Paul.

¢ 2—Iriday—ast,

“ B8—SExAuESIMA. (Notice of Purification)

THI EPIPITANY—JANUARY SIXTIL

T Brienany story of the visit of the Wise
Mon has o charm which is quite its own,

It is o strictly human story. There is no
archangel mossonger, no soraphic song, no an-
golic chorus,  Tho Wise Mon came to Bethle-
hem becanso they suw Christ’s Starin the lust;
and thoy came to worship Him.

They were mon venerable and vonerated
above all the mon of the Kast—royal priests of
their own nation,

Their confidont onquiry for an unknown King
of the Jows; their audicnce with [lerod, nnd
tho deferonco hoshowed them ; their unheralded
arvival in Bethlehom, and their prostrations
bofore a * Carponter’s son”; their costly gifts,
and their abrupt doparturo; all these things

muke up o human lyrie fit to stand noxt to the
Divine epic of the Birth ol Christ,

Kings of Avabin aud Suba bringing wifls were
the vanguard of that great army in which all
Gontile peoplos aro numbered.  They wero the
pionoers of that mighty emigration from thoe
powor of sin and Satan unto God, which has
novor sinco coased to tlow toward Christ, and
shall go on increasingly to the end.

It is small wondor that the Fathers and Doc-
tors of” tho Church have alwaysdelighted to tind
mystical monnings i tho gilts of Lthe Wiso Mon,
as an oxample to all Gendles, how they may
sorve Uod necoptably with roverence and godly
fear,

ILis nol that God noedeth anything. The
God of' the whole earth is not enriched by mon's
oblations, nor impoverished by men’s impioty.
But as thore is no more distinetive badgo of
sovoreigniy than the levying of tribute, even so
hath the Lovd alo ordained that e will be
sorved by tho tithes and offerings of lHis willing
poople. [t is u Divine condesconsion and hu.
mility which should movoe all hearts, that God
should 50 commit Hiz cause on oarth to the
honor and chivalry of mon,

Sinee Cain and Abel brought of tho first-
fraits of their toil an offering  unto the Lord,
tho worship of God has always been sustained
by gifts. 11 the ITebrow Church scoms an ox-
coption, with its compulsory tithoes, it must be
romembored that tho lebrow Churen was an
oxcoption every way. 1t was a schoolmaster
to bring mon to Christ, and tho very fact that
uuder its systom of” pupilage tribute was ox-
actod of the Children of the Kingdom is an

assurance of God's complacency toward them
who, being not under the Law, do by their new
nature the things contained in the Law.

Moreover, the compupsory tithes of the Mo-
suic code were not held to supplant the more
ancient system of free-will offerings, but rather
encournged it, The Law only taxed the prin-
cipal fruits of corn and wine and oil. Yet our
Lord did not condemn the scrupulosity of the
Pharisees, who tithed mint, anise, and cummin.
On the contrary, He said expressly : ¢ These
things ought ye to have done,” without neglect-
ing the weighticr matters of * judgment, mercy,
and truth.”

And, us the Wise Men teach wisdom by the
JSact of their gifts, so they do also by the manner
of their gifts, IFor, though they were great
and honorable in their own land—kings and
priests, noble guests, recoived with honor in
Jerusalem, they sounded no trumpet before
them oxcept to enquire, *“ Where is ile that is
born King of the Jews?” They made their
adoration, and presented their gifts, and de-
parted into their own country another way. [f
they had done anything else they would have
betrayed the Child Christ to his enemies,
Ierod counted so surely on their bringing him
word thut he let them go unwatched of hix spies,
and lett himself with no other clue to the
whereabouts of the King of the Jews than that
wiich his own seribes had given him: “In
Bothlchem of Judaes.” *“And, indeod,” suays
Jeremy Taylor, * that man hath a strango cov-
clousness or folly, that is not content with this
reward, that he hath pleased God.  For he that
does good works for praise or secular onds sells
an inestimable jowel for a triflo ; and that which
would purchase heaven for him, he parts with
for the breath of tho people, which is at hest but
air, and that not often wholesome,”

Tho Lord is not o beggar at our gates, but o
King, to whom tribute is due,

The gifis of the Wise Mon were of wuch in-
trinsic value that they furnished the Holy Fam-
ily for their flight into Egypt. The gold was
good unywhere.  The frankincense and myrrh
wero current in Kgypt, since thore passed by
Midianites with their camels, bearing spicery,
and balm, and myrrh, going to carry it downto
thut land of many shrines and many plagues,

Tho Maygi did not serve the Lord their God of
that which cost them nothing.  They worship-
ped Him with their best. They gave gold,
which is the representative of all values. They
gave frankinconso, which is the symbol ot all
worship.  They gave myrrh, which is the sym-
hol of all benevolence. They prosented unto
IHim gifts, becauso God wills to be served with
gitts 5 secret gifls, for God loves not ostenta-
tian ; valuable gifts, which hasten God’s king-
dom; solf-donying gifts, the fruit of their own
lnbors § perfect gitts—without reservation ; well-
ordered gitts—tirst, the Gold of' their substance ;
then, the Frankincense of their piety ; and, last,
the Myrrh of their charity, without which,
whosoever liveth is counted dead before God.—
Selected,

NOTES OV THEL EPISTLEN.

By rue Rev. II. W. LitTLE, ReEcTor oLy
Trintry, Sussex, N,B.

(Author of *“ Arrows for the King's Archers,” etc.)

¢ Mind not high thinygs.” Rom. xii, 16,

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE BEPIPHANY,

L. —Spiritual gifts were very widely distri-
buted among tho early Christians at Rome and
olsowhoro. At this distance of time we cannot
say proeisoly what these gifts were, or what
woro the gracos or officos distinguished in this
Epistle from oach other, but generally they
seem to arrange themselves under the two

heads of ministering instruction to the ignor-
ant and distributing relief to the poor. These
“gifts” were standing evidence of the Divine
origin of the religion taught by the Apostles,
The “ gifts” were different and wondertul in
their power, and those possessing them wero

liable to be patfed up, and to be led to think of
themselves more highly than they ought to
think., To correct this tendency the Apostle
shows that the various gitts and blessings be-
stowed upon Christians are for the common good,
not for individual self-advancement, or vain-
glorious exhibition, Christians are members
one of another, and each have an equal claim
upon the “gifis” which are possessed by the
“one body,”" us its common inheritance. ‘¢ In-
dividualism” discouraged. The Churchman
should say in all things, “ We,"” not “1.’ The
loss of this great ides of a common life, and
common right, in the Church, has led to .lass
feeling and isolation of interests amongst the
people. The individual exists for the comnmu-
nity, not the community for the individual.
This is the teaching of the Catholic Church., On
the other hand the trend of popular religious
sectarinns is in the direction of a purely selfish
individualism, in social and religious matters,
the un-Christian spirit of which this Epistle,
and I Cor. xii, exposes and condemns,
[1,—Diligence in the discharge of duty, each
in his own office, is commended. Let each per-

son do his appointed task, as God hath ordaincd
and decreed. Iivery calling may be made a
ministry if pursued in a spirvit of sanctitied
cheerfulness, and as a sphere of service ordained
of God. All work, however humble, is part of
the Divine scheme for restoring humanity,
“Simplicity” should accompuny this service,
a4 pure motivo, a single ¢ye to serve and please
God. DMixed motives, double purposes, an eye
to the world as woll as to God, these will spoil
and mar the most devoted service if not avoided
and prayed against day by day. To *‘sim-
plicity” and * diligence” in the use of God's
vifts is to be added *¢ cheerfulness”—readiness,
Joyousness, With specinl reference to Preach-
ing and Expounding of Holy Seripture, ic.,
“ propbesying,” as here meant, the analogy or
Proportion of the IFaith is to be observed.
Scripture is not to be expounded according to
man's private opinion, bul with reference to the
general symmotry of the whole body of Chris-
tian doctrine, and according to tho relation of
cach doctrine prenched to the entire body of
doctrine.

111.—The rules of conduct here given serve a
double purpose, They are both axioms and
precopts, * Love” is to be without pretence—
hating the evil, eleaving to the good. ¢ In your
haste be not idle” /v, ii.)"  **In your business
be not lazy.” We all know something of busy
sloth, of that unprofitable vanity in a restless
hurrying to and tro, which is not work. There
may be idleness in haste. Let your haste and
bustle be really such as brings you and others
nearor to tho goal of eternal life. Mary was
really moro busy in her quietness than Martha
with all hor movement and demonstration of
serviee,

“Serving the Lord”"—The key-thought of
tho Christian Life in all degrees and conditions
of service, Looking towards the mark, the
comendation of Him who is ** Head over all
things in His Church.” Patience under perse-
cution ; perseverance and insistance in prayer,
a generous hospitality, & sharing of church bur-
dens—‘‘ the necessity of the saints,” ie., the
buptised.  Sympathy — Unity — Humility —
Specinl mistrust of our own opinion——all thesc
are features of the Christian portrait which tho
Apostle draws in thi: Lpistle with a master
hand.

1V.—i. Socialism, as taught by the Apostle
and upheld by the Christian Church in theory
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